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Old town 
but pretty 

funky. 



Turku is the oldest city in Finland and one of the oldest in the North. 
The first written document where Turku is mentioned is from 1229. 

The fortress of Turku Castle has stood at the edge of the River Aura 
since the 1280’s. 

First in Finland 



Finland’s only medieval cathedral, The Turku Cathedral, was 

consecrated in 1300. 

The first university in Finland, the Royal Academy of Turku, was 

established in 1640.  

A cultural hub of old and new 



The Turku region is the third largest urban region in Finland with 
317,000 inhabitants. The official population of the City of Turku is 
around 190,000.  

Turku is a bilingual city. 5.3 % of the citizens speak Swedish as 
their mother tongue. 

 

People of Turku 



 

There are more than 100 
nationalities resident in the 
area. 

7 % speak languages other 
than Finnish or Swedish. 

Turku area is 

characterised by  

its international 

dimension 



Turku has six higher education institutions with 40,000 students.  
One in four Turku residents is a student or a specialist in higher 
education.  

University of Turku is a high class research university, world 
ranking 205 (year 2013).  

Ready, Study, Go Turku 



The city of Turku co-operates actively with other cities in various 
city networks, in Finland as well as internationally.  

Turku has offices in St Petersburg and Brussels together with the 
Regional Council of Southwest Finland.  

Going international 



Turku with its surrounding municipalities is a strong Baltic Sea 
Region center for growth.  

A versatile livelihood structure, high class education, culture and 
services selections, and the beautiful archipelago are an attractive 
combination. 

Center for growth 



Ruisrock, Europe’s second 
oldest continuously running 
rock festival, attracts the 
crowds to the Island of 
Ruissalo every summer. 

Turku draws from 
its seaside 
location for both 
its economic life 
and events 
 



In 2011 Turku was the European 

Capital of Culture, which has 

made Turku into an even more 

active and open-minded cultural 

capital.   

 

 

 

City of culture 



Since the 14th century, the Christmas Peace Declaration form Turku has 

served as symbolic reminder of Yuletide peace.  

Other important Christmas traditions are a Christmas tree in front of the 

Turku Cathedral, Christmas Market at the Old Great Square and a 

commercial Christmas Street.  

Centuries of Christmas Peace 



West Finland Film Commission (WFFC) provides services for film, television 

and commercial production companies. 

In addition to stunning locations and a vast range of services, Turku offers the 

know-how and resources of an internationally acknowledged film and animation 

academy The Arts Academy at Turku University of Applied Sciences. 

Venue for movies 



Turku is one of the most popular tourism and conference cities in Finland.  

According to 2014 statistics 749 300 people stayed overnight in various 

accommodations in Turku (registered overnight stays). In addition to Finns, 

Swedes, Russians, Germans and Estonians had the most overnight stays.  

 

Kiss my Turku 



According to 2014 conference statistics Turku ranks as number four in 

Finland with 60 international conferences.  Turku Convention Bureau, the 

congress unit of Visit Turku, promotes Turku region as a meeting 

destination and co-operates closely with the region’s tourism companies. 

Popular conference destination 



The big 
small city. 



The top fields are biotech, ICT, 

maritime industries, logistics, 

travel, and creative industries.  

The Turku region has 22,000 

businesses and 130,000 jobs. 

The business 
structure is 
versatile 



Turku is the heart of the 
Finnish maritime industry 

The world’s biggest cruisers, Oasis of the Seas and Allure of the 
Seas, were finished in 2009 and 2010 in Turku.  

Currently in charge of ship production is Meyer Turku Shipyard.  





Thank you! 


