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Info

· Mr Maciej Lisicki, member of the UBC Executive Board, Gdansk, will represent UBC at the Vth General Assembly of the Conference of the Atlantic Arc Cities in Nantes, on 1-3 July 2004. During this conference, there will be signed the co-operation agreement between UBC and CAAC.

· Mr Pawel Zaboklicki, UBC Secretary General represented UBC at the 1st Stakeholder Seminar of the EU funded Project ”New Hansa of sustainable Ports and Cities” on 22 June. He had a presentation on “The project ‘New Hansa’ in the light of the environmental strategy of the Union of the Baltic Cities”. You can find it at: http://www.ubc.net/today/22062004.html
·  Meeting of the Commission on Transportation, 10-11 June.

The first meeting in 2004 for the Commission on Transportation took place in Kaunas, Lithuania, 10-11 June 2004. 55 participants from 22 different cities in the Baltic Sea Region came to the City Municipality Hall in Kaunas to participate in the conference. 
From a questionnaire sent out during autumn 2003, and also from discussions at previous meetings, we learnt that many TransCom members felt the need for more information about European Transport Projects and funding possibilities. Since the Baltic countries just entered the EU, it was now the right time to discuss and exchange ideas about what funding possibilities there are in the sustainable transport field. The first two speakers, Marcel Rommerts from the European Commission and Håkan Ottosson from Swedish Association of local Authorities /Swedish Federation of County Councils, gave an insight in priorities within EU and Interreg funding possibilities. 
After the more “theoretical” aspects, speakers from the Guidemaps project, Göteborg, Tallinn, Malmö, Gdynia and Kaunas showed some practical examples and their experiences from different types of European projects. 
After the seminar, a sightseeing tour was arranged and in the evening, the City of Kaunas invited all participants to a reception in Kaunas City Hall in the old town. The following day, 11 June, the Annual Commission Meeting took place. The participants discussed, among other things, how the commission could work, how to use the network as efficient as possible, future topics for seminars etc. 

The Commission on Transportation would like to thank all participants and the City of Kaunas for hosting the seminar and the Annual meeting.

For more information, please contact:
Lisa Sundell, Sofie Vennersten
transcom.ubc@trafikkontoret.goteborg.se
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· CPMR BTC seminar on The Place and the Role of the Regions in the European Union - Seminar for the regions of the ten new member states, Schwerin, 3 June. 

UBC was invited to take part in the seminar. Arno Pöker, UBC Vice-President and Mayor of the Hanseatic City of Rostock took part on behalf of the UBC Presidency in order to study possibilities of co-operation between CPMR and UBC. Participants came from 27 regions from 9 countries, Polish Government, European Commission, B7, Baltic 21, BSSSC, CBSS, UBC, CPMR Geographical Commissions and CPMR General Secretariat. Statements and discussions developed under the following themes: 1 - The regions and European policy on economic, social and territorial cohesion, 2 - The regions and EU sectoral policies (transport, agriculture, research and innovation, human ressources, fisheries, maritime safety, State aid), 3 – Interregional co-operation within the European Union and its borders, 4 – How the regions are organised at European level, the role of the Committee of the Regions, the role of the CPMR. 

CPMR, founded in 1973, now unites 149 member regions in 27 states, EU and non-EU. After the EU enlargement in 2004 more coastal regions are expected to demonstrate their interest to join CPMR in order to stress stronger on their special interests within the EU policy. Within CPMR regional commissions, the Baltic Sea Commission (BSC, one of 7 Geographical Commission of CPMR) and the UBC membership area cover the same geographical region. Both organisations work for the enhancement of the international attention to the Baltic Sea region and for the strengthening of the international co-operation within and outwards the region. The existing BSC Working Groups and the UBC Commissions bear strong potential of collaboration. Interesting conversations took place between UBC Vice President Arno Pöker and Xavier Gizard, Secretary General of the CPMR, and Gustáv Anders, President of the Baltic Sea Commission of the CPMR (member of the Stockholm County Council and Mayor of the city of Solna). We are looking forward to further conversations between both organisations, UBC and CPMR-BSC, to precise next steps of mutual approach already this year.

Karin Wohlgemuth
City of Rostock

Karin.wohlgemuth@rostock.de


· Today the Secretariat will start the link “Funding” on the UBC website www.ubc.net containing the updated info about funds and programs in the Baltic Sea Region.

Info from the Commissions

· Commission on Tourism

Dear members of the UBC Commission on Tourism! 
On our meeting in Cesis 2003, we decided to host the next annual meeting in Jurmala in September 2004. Because of different reasons, the local host and we have changed the place and the dates. The annual meeting will be a part of a conference in Kalmar with this preliminary program: 

The 8th and 9th of November 2004:
- Arrival in Växjö. Open workshop in The Baltic Welcome Centre project. Study trips to the Kingdom of Crystal

The 10th of November:
 Conference in Kalmar:

- The results of the International project Baltic Welcome Centre 

- IT - solutions, handbook, guidelines, profiles, strategies, marketing examples, from Denmark, Germany, Latvia, Norway and Sweden

- The International standard in the different countries
- A practical example "Destination Kalmar"

- Visits to different attractions as Kalmar Castle among other things


The 11th and 12th of November

- How do we plan a project? What did we learn through the process? What are the benefits in working with the Interreg System? What possibilities exist for the tourism industry in EUs different programs?

The Commission on Tourism’s annual meeting; the situation after the 1st of May 2004, the Baltic Business School; the Ancientimes project; visit to The Medieval Town Salvestaden, a part of the Ancientimes project.

I hope that you already now would like to reserve the dates and we promise to send you an official invitation in the beginning of the autumn.

I wish you all a nice vacation!

Best regards, 

Kyrre Dahl 
Head of the Commission on Tourism

Kyrre.dahl@kalmar.se 


· Commission on Urban Planning

Dear friends of the UBC Commission on Urban Planning and Public Design,

The Alliance of the Baltic Cities-project will have its 4th seminar in Viljandi,
Estonia in September 22nd-26th. Invitation at: 

http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/ViljandiInvitation.pdf; Registration form at: http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/RegformViljandi.doc. The theme of the seminar is "Culture and Nature meet the Built Environment", with workshops of wooden ecological housing, Viljandi's historical town
structure and development of Lake Viljandi and green areas. We will also visit Tallinn, the capital of Estonia and Tartu, the old university town. Please note, that the number of participants of the seminar is limited to 40
persons. Register for the seminar right away to ensure your participation. The registration form must be sent to the Viljandi Town Architect Mr Marko Männik by August 2nd, 2004.
Teretulemast (= Welcome in Estonian)!


Mr Jussi Kautto
Chairman of the Commission on Urban Planning and Public Design
jussi.kautto@hel.fi


· Commission on Transportation

Dear all,

The UBC Commission on Transportation and the City of Örebro have the pleasure to invite you to a Bicycle Workshop the 6th and 7th of September 2004. Last day for registration is the 25th of August!

If you would like any further information, please don´t hesitate to contact us!

More info at: http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/OrebroBicycleWorkshop.doc
Kind regards,

Lisa Sundell and Sofie Vennersten

Info from UBC Secretariat

· First Turku Development Forum

Dear Sir/Madam,

Here please find http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/TDFsecondAnnouc.pdf an invitation to the First Turku Development Forum "Science Park as a Tool for Regional Development: Possibilities and Limitations" to be held in Turku, Finland, on 1-3 September 2004. The Forum is intended for the executors of public regional development and business & technology policies, as well as for science park communities and companies, political decision makers and researchers. The City of Turku warmly invites the UBC member cities to participate in the event.

With kind regards,

Pawel Zaboklicki

Secretary General


· 10th Anniversary Seminar of the Nordic Forum
Dear Sir/Madam, 

At http://www.ubc.net/calendar/doc/04-08-04/index.htm please find the invitation from UBC Women's Network to the 10th Anniversary Seminar of the Nordic Forum in Turku, 12-13 August 2004. Please forward this invitation to the person dealing with gender equality issues in your city. 

With kind regards, 

Pawel Zaboklicki 

Secretary General 

From UBC member cities

· City of Turku

Dear Madam/Sir, 

The City of Turku has the honour to invite you to an European Conference "Towards Waste-Free Lifestyles", which will be organised in Turku Finland on October 28th and 29th, 2004. Remember to reserve the dates into your calendar! Please find here:

http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/Waste-FreeLifestyles.pdf the first announcement of the conference. The second announcement, together with the final program and registration information will be sent in the end of August. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr Mikko Jokinen

Director of Environmental Affairs

City of Turku

Partner Search

The regional Government of Castille and Leon (Spain) wants to present you
a proposal of project in order to candidate it to the present call for proposals of Interact, that concludes on 15/07/2004. The title of the
project is "Tool to promote the relations of co-operation among the Euroregions", divided into two main activities: (1) to prepare a practical database containing useful information about as more regions as possible; (2) to meet other partners and to establish links for future lines of regional co-operation in the Forum. We would request you to read our proposal and, in case you are interested on, to add to it. We are searching
partners from all member States (25-EU), particularly regional authorities, Euroregions and/or equivalent institutions (e.g. Associations of European Regions).
http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/EUROTOOL.doc
From our BSR friends

Baltic 21 submitted to the Prime Ministers of the Baltic Sea States a report "Five Years of Regional Progress Towards Sustainable Development". The report can be downloaded at www.baltic21.org/?monitoringsd#2004  The report delivers a concise assessment of sustainable development trends in the Baltic Sea Region and a review of the progress in the implementation of the Baltic 21 Action Programme. Annexed to this report is a new Baltic 21 mandate, which is a Baltic 21 response to the lessons, learned during the first five years of the process and to the new challenges to sustainable development in the Baltic Sea Region. Read also our press-release at http://www.baltic21.org/?a,265.
5th Baltic Sea States Summit took note of the Baltic 21 Report and expressed their “interest in the concept of making the Baltic Sea region an Eco-Region for Sustainable Development covering the economic, ecological and social spheres”.  You can find the outcome of the Summit what was held in Laulasmaa, Estonia, on 21 June 2004 at the Council of Baltic Sea 

States website: www.cbss.st/summits/laulasmaa2004/chairmansconclusion.

For further information please visit our website at www.baltic21.org  or contact:

Baltic 21 Secretariat

Tel. +4684401938/41 

E-mail: secretariat@baltic21.org  

5th Baltic Sea States Summit

At the invitation of the Prime Minister of Estonia, the Heads of Government and representatives of Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia and Sweden met in Laulasmaa, Estonia on 21 June 2004 for the 5th Baltic Sea States Summit. The Presidency of the European Union and a member of the European Commission also participated. The 5th Baltic Sea States Summit took place after the important enlargement of the European Union (EU) on 1 May this year. Today the majority of the Baltic Sea states are members of the EU.  The future of the Baltic Sea co-operation and the role of CBSS in this process was the core theme of the Summit. The Prime Ministers have discussed this topic more in detail, as applied to the economic co-operation, including investments and infrastructure, maritime safety and marine environment protection, and social dimension (the fight against organised crime, trafficking in human beings, illegal migration, public health and communicable diseases). 
The Heads of Government expect that the enlargement of the EU will create new opportunities for deepening regional co-operation among the Baltic Sea states and all partners involved in enhancing the prosperity of the Baltic Sea region. The Baltic Sea region should further strengthen its position as one of the most dynamic areas on the continent and provide a model of sustainable economic and social development. The Summit welcomed and encouraged an  increased co-operation between the CBSS, the Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM), the Barents Euro-Arctic Council and the Arctic Council, together with the European Commission, aimed at improving co-ordination and enhancing implementation of specific priorities and projects in the context of the Northern Dimension. The Prime Ministers appreciated the growing co-operation between the CBSS and the NCM in developing cross-border co-operation, and underlined the importance of co-operation between the CBSS and the international financing institutions in the identification of regional projects. The Prime Ministers agreed on the prolongation of the NeDAP for the next period of 2005-06, as well as they took a decision on the prolongation of the mandate of the Task Force on Organised Crime to the end of 2008. They also took note of the Five-Year Report on the work of the Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region (Baltic 21) and expressed their interest in the concept of making the Baltic Sea region an Eco-Region for Sustainable Development covering the economic, ecological and social spheres. The Heads of Government were confident about the fact that the co-operation within the CBSS would prove to be flexible, dynamic and innovative, and respond promptly to new demands. They expressed a wish for the Baltic Sea region to remain a testing ground for ideas and mechanisms aimed at reaching agreed objectives. The Heads of Government thanked Estonia for chairing the CBSS during 2003-2004, and welcomed Poland as the incoming Chair for the period 2004-2005. 

Source: Council of the Baltic Sea States


Portuguese leader given the green light

The Portuguese Prime Minister has been formally selected by EU leaders to head the European Commission following a short half-hour meeting in Brussels on Tuesday evening (29 June). José Manuel Durão Barroso, a 49-year old lawyer, was chosen with little fuss by member states just over a week after a summit which saw the issue cause a power tussle between France and the UK. "I am very very happy and proud that my appointment has been made by consensus", said a smiling Mr Barroso in a press conference afterwards. He added, "I have been a long-time believer in the European project". Over the past week, it emerged that Mr Barroso, who is a committed atlanticist, comes from a small country taking part in all the core euro policies and does not have too federalist a tag, is acceptable to all. His late entry into the race came after more high-profile candidates such as the leaders of Belgium, Luxembourg and Austria did not make the criteria (set by different factions of member states). However, Mr Barroso will have to fight hard to rise above the feeling that he is a basic compromise candidate and no more - something he countered during the press conference by repeatedly saying that he had been chosen by consensus. He has already received negative press for being dull and uncharismatic. On his political background - he was a student of Maoism for a time - he said there was only a choice of two political movements at his university: communism that was pro-soviet or communism that was pro-China. Since he became leader in 2002, he is known both within his country and outside for imposing touch budget restrictions after Portugal breached the rules governing the euro. He is also well-known for his pro-American views and he organised a summit on the eve of the Iraq war involving the US President. Portugal also put some troops in Iraq. "Our planet will be much better if Europe and the United States work together and worse off if this doesn't happen", he said of the transatlantic relationship last year. Small countries tend to look favourably on him because he will understand the problems of small countries better. The next hurdle for Mr Barroso is the European Parliament that has to approve his nomination by a simple majority of the 732 MEPs on 22 July. If the Parliament were to reject him, leaders would have to go back to the drawing board.

Source: EUobserver


Adamkus wins by narrow margain

Former President Valdas Adamkus won the presidential runoff ballot on Sunday, collecting 51.6 percent of the vote, the Central Election Committee announced early Monday morning. Rival Kazimira Prunskiene gathered 46.9 percent of the votes, while turnout was 52.38 percent. According to the committee, Adamkus did particularly well in large cities, mustering 54 percent in Vilnius, 69 percent in Kaunas (his hometown), 53 percent in Siauliai and 59 percent in Panevezys. Curiously, Prunskiene won a narrow victory in Klaipeda, collecting 50.06 percent of votes in the port city. As expected, Prunskiene, who is leader of the Farmers and New Democracy Party, was strongest in poorer, agricultural regions. She even collected 91 percent in the Visaginas and 89 percent in the Salcininkai districts. The results put Adamkus, 77, president from 1998 to 2003, back in the Presidential Palace after 18 months of political scandal and upheaval in Lithuania that resulted in the impeachment of Rolandas Paksas.

Source: The Baltic Times

Wallström regrets lack of female candidates in president race

Since early this year, the 25 EU leaders have held many bilateral and secret talks to find the person to replace Romano Prodi as head of the EU Commission from November. Among those mentioned as possible candidates, not one has been a female. "It is really a pity that not one single woman is mentioned. The appointment must be improved next time", says Ms Wallström. According to Swedish daily Dagens Nyheter, the Swede would like to see a change in the whole process leading to the appointment of the new head of the Commission. There is no transparency in the process and no general discussion on the qualifications of the candidates has taken place, she pointed out. "Most of us find ourselves completely removed [from the process]. We do not even know who the candidates are", she said. She calls for a more open process with a presentation of the candidates to the public. She also believes that the appointment process for the rest of the Commission body should be changed with national parliaments given the power to question national candidates for a Commission post.

Source: EUobserver

Lithuania, Slovenia and Estonia move towards euro

Estonia, Lithuania and Slovenia on 27 June became the first EU newcomers to join the "exchange-rate mechanism" (ERM-2), paving the way for them to join the euro as early as 2007. The decision was taken at a highly secretive meeting in Brussels on Sunday, involving officials from the 12 eurozone countries, the European Central Bank, Denmark, and the three countries that had applied for ERM-2 entry, according to the Baltic News Service. ERM-2 is often referred to as the "holding bay" for the euro. Countries wishing to join the euro must participate in ERM-2 for a minimum of two years. During these two years, the mechanism aims to ensure a stable exchange rate between the euro and the currency of the prospective euro member since currencies in ERM-2 are not allowed to fluctuate by more than 15 percent against the euro. But before joining the euro, the applicant country must fulfil other criteria, such as maintaining low inflation and a low budget deficit. Alluding to these additional hurdles, Estonian commissioner Siim Kallas said, "my reaction is very positive, but this is just one part of a big process". Mr Kallas declined to speculate on which of the three countries would be first to actually join the currency club, telling Reuters that "every country will be evaluated separately".

Source: EUobserver 

Community reform in Denmark

The Danish political map will change from 2007. The liberal government and the Danish People’s Party have reached agreement on a community reform, without the support of the Social Democrats and Social-Liberals. In place of 14 counties there will now be five new regions: Region North Jutland with headquarters in Ålborg; Region Mid Jutland with headquarters in Viborg; Region South Denmark with headquarters in Vejle; Region Zealand with headquarters in Sorø, and the Capital Region with headquarters in Hillerød. The regions’ main task will be to run the hospitals. They will also have responsibility for the most vulnerable groups in the community and for public transport. The local councils will be assigned more tasks than they have today and will have a population of at least 20,000 and preferably 30,000 inhabitants. 
Source: Nordic Council

Riga leads in single-parent families

A report just released by Eurostat on 258 European cities shows that the Latvian capital leads all cities surveyed in percentage of single-parent families and sees less sunshine than the other two Baltic capitals. Data in the European statistics office’s survey show that 24.3 percent of families living in Riga are single-parent families, whereas the European (EU) average is about 10 percent. In Vilnius, single-parent families make up 5 percent, in Kaunas 5.2 percent and in Panevezys 5.9 percent, the report says. In Estonia, there are 6.6 percent single-parent families in Tallinn and 6.2 percent in Tartu. The Czech Republic, Belgium, the UK, Ireland, Hungary and Slovenia also have rather high rate of single-parent families, according to the report. Greece and Portugal boast the lowest percentages of single-parent families – 2.8-4.3 percent and 3.1 - 4.5 percent, respectively. In terms of sunlight, Riga is also behind the pack. According to Eurostat, the sun shines on Riga only 4.5 hours a day on average. But in Vilnius and Tallinn the sun spoils residents 4.9 hours and 5 hours per day respectively. Even Finnish cities see more sun than Riga - 5 hours per day in Helsinki and 4.8 hours per day in Tampere and Turku, the Baltic News Service report. Still, not all is gloomy. A number of German, Irish, British and Dutch cities have less sunshine than Riga, and the town of Bradford in the United Kingdom is at the bottom of the list with just 3.1 hours of sun daily. Europe’s most sunny city? The Cypriot capital Nicosia, with 8.9 hours per day on average. 

Source: The Baltic Times
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