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Info

· 40th meeting of the UBC Executive Board The meeting was held on 16 May in Kristiansand upon the invitation of Mr Jan Oddvar Skisland, Mayor of Kristiansand.

During the meeting the two new EFTA/EEA financial instruments were presented by the representative of the Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities. 

Mr Pawel Zaboklicki presented the draft of the UBC Action Plan 2004-2005, which was completed by the working group since the previous Board meeting in Vaasa. The Board adopted the Action Plan. 

President Per Boedker Andersen informed the Board about the joined statement of the UBC and the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities sent to the European Commission expressing the views on EC communication on “Dialogue with associations of regional and local authorities on the formulation of EU policy”. The statement can be found at: http://www.ubc.net/today/pictures/Comm-CAAC-UBC.doc  

Mr Maciej Lisicki informed about the meeting of Presidents of local and regional authorities with Mr Romano Prodi and the 3rd Cohesion Forum on 5 May in Brussels. The meeting was the inauguration of the dialogue between EC and the local and regional authorities. 

President Andersen presented the draft of the Co-operation agreement between UBC and CAAC. The document will be signed by the Presidents of both organisations and officially announced at CAAC General Assembly in Nantes, on 2-3 July. The Board authorised the 

President to sign the co-operation agreement with the Conference of the Atlantic Arc Cities

The Board also discussed the question of the EU Co-ordinators Network, which since last year hasn’t got any leader after resignation of the city of Aalborg. The Board expressed the opinion that the revitalisation of the Network would be beneficial for the UBC. The Board asked its members if they were interested in leading the Network.

The UBC Presidium expressed also the need for some structure within UBC to deal with the question of transport/logistic corridors in BS area. The Board decided to create the Task Force on Logistic Corridors led by Turku and Riga and encouraged all interested member cities to take part in it.

President Andersen informed about the application for membership from Slonim in Belarus. President Andersen asked the Secretariat to check if the application was made by the city or by the county and decided to treat the matter again at the next Executive Board meeting in Riga this autumn.

President Andersen reported from the Founding Congress of United Cities and Local Governments which was held in Paris on 2-5 May 2004.

The Board also authorised the President to decide whether UBC should be a part of the new Campaign of the Sustainable Cities and Towns, which is planned to be established under the Belgian law. The UBC Commission on Environment was so far very involved in 

the activity of the present Campaign.

The Board decided also to continue the project LVRLC phase 3, and authorised the President to decide about the project organisation. 

The next Executive Board meeting will be held on 15-17 October, and there will be the open session for all member cities. 
The Board also decided to have the next VIII UBC General Conference on 29 September – 2 October 2005 in Turku, Finland.
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Meeting of the UBC Executive Board

· Mr Arno Poker, the UBC Vice-President, will represent UBC at the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission General Assembly in Schwerin, on 3-4 June.

· The Chairman of the Commission on Business Co-operation in 2004 is Mr Lennart Gardmark, Head of International Office, City of Vaxjo. 
· Council of the Baltic Sea States launched the Baltic Sea Portal, where you can find info and materials of the most important Baltic organisations, including UBC. Please look at: www.balticsea.net 

Info from UBC Secretariat

· “Baltic Sea Region  – Perspectives 2010”             

On 22-23 November 2004 in Brussels there will be a conference on “Baltic Sea Region – Perspectives 2010”. All the major Baltic Sea actors are to discuss perspectives 2010 for the Baltic Sea Region. The target group of is this conference: Politicians (EP, CoR, Local, Regional and National), representatives of the EU institutions, Academics, the Permanent Representations in Brussels, Regional Offices, the Business community, NGO’s and International and national press. UBC will be represented by the President Per Boedker Andersen.

For more information please contact Ms Esther Davidsen at Copenhagen EU Office, 
e-mail: adm@copenhagencity.be
Info from UBC Commissions

· Commission on Health and Social Affairs

Dear colleagues,

On 14 May 2004 four persons of the task force met in Riga in order to fix next concrete
steps in the Commission's work:
Janina Tulabiene (Klaipeda), Daiga Rimmane (Riga), Stig Hanno (Stockholm), Karin Wohlgemuth (Rostock/Secretariat). The minutes are being checked at the moment, so soon you can read about new
initiatives. Herewith I would also transmit the first Newsletter on Social Hansa that reached the Secretariat recently.
Social Hansa was mentioned in our January workshop as well as in the recent meeting in
Riga a possible partner organisation for a stronger co-operation. Beginning of June, Social Hansa will have the annual meeting in Tallinn (you were informed), so the output is expected soon. 

Best regards,

Karin Wohlgemuth

· Commission on Sport

Annual Calendar of Sports Events
The UBC Commission on Sport has decided to create 2004 Event Calendar on its website in order to spread information about different international sporting events organised in UBC member cities. Since the year 2004 has been announced - the European Year of Education through Sport, we are especially interested in gathering information about sporting activities with educational aspect. If you would like to inform other UBC members of such sporting initiatives taking place in your city, please fill inn the Sporting Events Information Form. http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/SportEvents.doc
Best regards, 

Ewa Depka

Project Partnership for Sustainable Development of Baltic Agglomerations
Below please find a collaboration proposal of the University of Gdansk. The University is looking for partners willing to join the project entitled Partnership for Sustainable Development of Baltic Agglomerations. It is to be financed from Phare Cross Border Co-operation Programme Poland - Baltic Sea Region 2002. For more details please see the attachment. I would therefore appreciate if you could distribute this information among your local universities and NGOs that might be interested in joining the project. The contact persons responsible for the project are: Ms Barbara Korwel-Lejkowska, Department of Physical Geography and Environmental Management University of Gdansk, e-mail: geobk@univ.gda.pl; or Mr Stanislaw Rzyski, Department of Economic Geography, University of Gdansk, e-mail: geosr@univ.gda.pl . More information at:  
http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/coll_proposal.doc
With best regards

Ewa Depka

Info from UBC members

Dear UBC friends, 

We would like to ask you to forward to your schools, universities and support organisations this information about the EU Comenius 3 Educational network 'The Learning Teacher Network', where free membership is open for schools and educational organisations. The network is one of quite few Comenius 3 networks, within the EU SOCRATES Programme, and is selected and supported by the EU Commission. The thematic focus of this network is 'The new role of the teacher' - in other words which skills and abilities that will be required for teachers in the future Europe. At the moment about 60 institutions all over Europe are partners or members in the network. 
Amongst other products and activities, the network organises an annual international conference and publishes an annual 'state of art' publication. The last conference 'Towards the Teacher as a Learner' took place in Albufeira Portugal in May 2004, attracted around 100 participants from 14 European countries, and was very successful. The next international conference will be arranged in Prage, the Czech Republic, on May 5-7 2005, and from October and onwards detailed information about this event will be available on the website. Two information brochures are attached. More information can be found on the network website www.learningteacher.org or by contacting the undersigned. 

Magnus Persson, Network Coordinator 
Karlstads Kommun, magnus.persson@karlstad.se
Governments across EU to be hit in European elections

Governing parties across the EU are set to be hit hard in the European elections in just under two weeks time, according to a new survey on EU citizens' voting intentions. Published on Tuesday (1 June), the EOS Gallup poll conducted in 21 of the 25 member states shows that for most countries, the elections for European Parliament will be a warning for the ruling party.Some of the biggest losses will occur in Poland and Germany. 

Free fall in Poland

According to the survey, in Warsaw, the ruling Democratic Left Alliance (SLD), and its newly created splinter, the Social Democratic party, are set to be pulverised in elections and will gain just 6% each of the vote - barely above the five percent threshold. Meanwhile, their like-minded colleagues in Berlin, the Social Democrats, are to get 25% of the vote - about half of what the opposition Christian Democrats are likely to get (49%). 

The UK's labour party are to get 23% of the vote while the eurosceptic Conservatives and anti-Europe UK Independence party are to get (30% and 10% of the vote respectively).

Left-leaning parties in the Czech Republic, Lithuania and Hungary are also in for a bashing.

No better for centre-right parties

The ruling centre-right is not likely to fare any better. In France, President Jacques Chirac's conservative UMP will gain 20% of the vote to be beaten by the Socialists with 28%. Conservative parties in the Netherlands, Portugal, Estonia and Slovakia are also going to get a wake up call.

Bucking the trend

However, there are some governments bucking the trend. 

Spain's recently elected Socialist government is to come out top in the polls and may even improve their ratings, as could the liberals in Denmark and the centre-right in Finland.

The Maltese Nationalist Party, Ireland's conservative Fianna Fail and Slovenia's liberals are also set to stay in the lead.

The poll results are based on the answers of 700 telephone interviews in each of the member states - however the results for Luxembourg, Greece and Italy were not published due to national legislation restrictions, while those for Belgium were not published because not enough interviews were carried out.

The European elections will take place across all 25 member states from 10-13 June.
Source: EUobserver

EU launches new information portal targeted at young people

The European Commission launched a new website on 26 May - the "European Youth Portal" - to help young people to find more information about Europe. The European Youth portal, available in the EU's 20 official languages, will offer information to young people aged between 15 and 25 about travelling in Europe as well as working, volunteering and studying in EU countries. The portal also contains information on Europe, current affairs as well as different opinion polls reflecting the attitudes of young people today. The underlying objective of the portal is to enhance young people's participation in public life and to contribute to their active citizenship. To mark the launch of the new portal, an Internet chat took place with Commissioners for Education, Youth and Culture Viviane Reding and Dalia Grybauskaite. The content of the portal will be regularly updated by the Eurodesk network in collaboration with the ERYICA network and the European Youth Card Association. The European Youth Forum will be responsible for moderating the discussion forum on the future of Europe. Youth figures high on the agenda this week. On 28 May, Education Ministers are expected to adopt a Resolution on social integration of young people and a Declaration on racism and intolerance. They will also discuss the content of new youth programme for the period 2007-2013 as well as the proposed common objectives for voluntary activities among young people and greater understanding of young people's aspirations. 

Source: EurActiv

Sponsored exchange trips for schools

The Norden Association and TeliaSonera are launching a new school exchange programme with the Baltic States called “Nordkontakt”. Exchange visits will start in autumn 2004 when Swedish, Finnish and Norwegian school classes will be the first to travel abroad. Denmark, Iceland and one of the Baltic countries will join the project next year. During the trips, school classes will do joint educational projects with their Nordic or Baltic counterparts. The groups will visit each other's home towns, learn about each other's culture and language and account for and plan how they will co-operate in the future. Virtual discussions and reporting on the Internet will be important parts of the process. The Norden Associations in Sweden and Finland have signed a co-operation agreement with TeliaSonera to promote exchange visits by school pupils from the Nordic and Baltic countries. Nordkontakt grants will cover most of the costs incurred by the schools. Thirty schools from Sweden, Finland and Norway will take part in autumn 2004. Further information: Birgitta Engman, the Norden Association, tel.: +46 8 50 61 13 17, birgitta@norden.se
Source: Nordic Council
Nordics want to go 'northern'

The dream of certain eurosceptics in the Scandinavian countries to create a Nordic Union and get rid of the EU may be a pipe dream but a lot of people share it. That is the surprising conclusion from a recent survey published in the Danish Daily Politiken on 24 May. The survey, done by Gallup, Senti-Norstat and TEMO, indicates that 45 per cent of Swedes are happy with the EU, whereas 49 per cent of them would prefer a Nordic Union. In Norway, which is not an EU member state (see EurActiv 19 May 2004) the figures are 46 per cent in favor of a Nordic Union and only 40 per cent in favor of the EU. In Denmark, a reticent Member State since 1973, 31 years of European collaboration seem to have tempered the Nordic passion somewhat. But only up to a point. Thus, 47 per cent of the Danes would prefer the EU, with 44 per cent favoring a union with their Nordic cousins. However, faced with a scenario in which such a Nordic Union would be able to establish a collaboration with EU on areas such as trade and free movement, 51 per cent of the Danes would go Nordic with only 36 of them backing the EU affiliation. Danish MEP Ole Krarup for 'The peoples movement against the EU' comments to Politiken: »The alternative, if Denmark or Sweden should vote against the constitution, is actually not new opt-outs. The government may threaten that Denmark would have to quit the EU. But that is in fact what many people would want.« The Danish veteran eurosceptic Jens Peter Bonde (an MEP since 1979) of the 'June-movement' is less enthusiastic about the Nordic option: "I do not think it would stand a chance as an alternative to European co-operation. As long as we are in the EU, that is the one agenda." Danish Foreign Minister Per Stig Moller and his Swedish colleague Laila Freivalds both politely reject the idea of a Nordic Union. 

Source: EurActiv


EU-Russia Summit

The first Summit between the enlarged European Union of 25 member states and Russia took place on 21 May in Moscow – and celebrated the successful conclusion of negotiations on the extension of the EU-Russia Partnership and Cooperation Agreement to the ten new EU member states. It welcomed the enlargement, and underlined the opportunities created for EU-Russia relations. "EU enlargement was a great day for peace and freedom in Europe. It opened up a future of new opportunity for all the people of Europe. It was important that the EU and Russia could meet so soon after that historic day to agree new practical steps to deepen our co-operation," said EU Council President and Irish Prime-minister Bertie Ahern after the meeting. The summit also confirmed the successful conclusion of the negotiations between the EU and Russia on Russian accession to the World Trade Organisation. "This EU-Russia WTO agreement is a giant step forward for open markets and trade liberalisation in Europe," said Ahern.

Source: Enlargement Weekly

EU translation service on the brink of collapse
The increase in EU official languages from 11 to 20 following EU enlargement is proving to be a headache for the translation services of the EU who are increasing their backlog of work by 3,000 pages a week, Ansa reports.

The considerable delay in translation means there is a risk of the system collapsing as translators find they are unable to cope with the amount of increased work. Commission Vice-president Neil Kinnock has reportedly proposed to his colleagues that, in the future, a substantial part of the official documents will not be translated into all EU official languages but instead these texts will be available in all the languages in the form of a summary of around 15 pages. Under this proposal, while the majority of documents will be in their complete form in the EU's working languages, English or French, only a translated summary will be available in all the other EU languages. The first reduced texts are likely to arrive on EU officials' desks from 9 June, Ansa said. However, responding to questions posed by journalists, the European Commission said that under measures adopted today, texts it is legally bound to produce, such as directives and merger decisions will continue to be published in all EU languages. But it is requesting its services to produce shorter documents, whereby communications and explanatory texts should not exceed 15 pages. The Commission said that the current translation backlog amounts to some 60,000 pages, and that without action, the backlog would rise over the next three years to 300,000 pages.

Source: EUobserver

Cox receives Europe Award

Out-going President of the European Parliament Pat Cox received one of Europe's most prestigious prizes on 20 May. Mr Cox, who is finishing his two and a half years reign as the Head of the European assembly, was awarded the Charlemagne prize for his contribution to peace and unity in Europe. The prize committee said the Irishman won the prize in "recognition of the pioneering role played by the European Parliament in a critical phase in the development of Europe and also of his outstanding personal contribution in bringing about the enlargement of the Union". Mr Cox was a passionate supporter of EU enlargement that took place on 1 May, and visited the new member states to campaign for a yes vote in their referendums on EU membership. His term as President, where he was often outspoken, also helped to raise the profile of the European Parliament considerably. 
The former TV journalist is now trying for the post of European Commission President - something that has to be decided upon next month by EU leaders. Speaking on Irish radio earlier this week, Mr Cox said: "As I understand it, in terms of various names being speculated upon - and there's quite a large list of names - my own name is there but, as you well know, it's not the only one". 

Source: EUobserver

Wallström turns down ministerial position for Brussels

Swedish Environment Commissioner Margot Wallström has turned down an offer for a ministerial post in Sweden, saying she wishes to remain a Commissioner. Goran Persson, the Swedish Prime minister, had asked her if she would be interested in a post in the Swedish government. "What I said in reply, having thought it over was, given the current political situation in Sweden, that I did not wish to take a ministerial post in Sweden", she said on Tuesday, answering questions posed by journalists. "I wish to apply for a new term of office as Commissioner here in Brussels. It is in Sweden's interest, I believe, to have an experienced Commissioner in office". The 50 year old Commissioner also confirmed that she held discussions with Mr Persson on 17 May but added that her answer to the offer "is still no". "I wish to apply for the job which I think I can do best and that is my present job in which I have quite some experience and quite some competence and I hope that I can continue to prove equally so in the future", the Swedish Commissioner said. She also added she thinks it would be "positive for Sweden to have a woman representing it in the Commission". Mr Persson, however, has reportedly said he would not decide who should be the next Swedish commissioner before knowing who the next president of the Commission is going to be. Moreover, surveys among social democrat party members have shown that Commissioner Wallström is favorite to replace Mr Persson as party leader.

Source: EUobserver


Norway chairs Council of Europe

Norway takes over the Chairmanship of the Council of Europe’s Committee of Ministers from now until November 2004. There have been profound changes in Europe since 1989 when Norway last held the chair. This has also affected co-operation in the Council of Europe, which has doubled its membership to 45 member states and embraces over 800 million people. “Norway will focus on strengthening and promoting pan-European co-operation as an important contribution to a positive development in Europe,” says Foreign Minister, Jan Petersen. “The Council of Europe’s strength, and its most important objective, lies in promoting fundamental human rights and developing and implementing the rule of law and democratic standards. The European Court of Justice in Strasbourg is an important instrument in the work to promote human rights,” stated Petersen. 

Source: Norden – the Top of Europe


"Elected officials need credibility"

"Representative democracy is dependent on elected officials maintaining their credibility and daring to have opinions and make decisions even if they are out of step with popular opinion," the President of the Nordic Council, Gabriel Romanus, said in Strasbourg when he addressed the European Conference of Presidents of Parliaments. The overall themes for the summit were "Europe of Citizens" and the question of how democratic our democracies really are. More than 30 speakers addressed the conference. "Politicians need to be able to cope with the prospect of losing the next election if the people do not like their decisions. Political leaders need to dare to take decisions even though they may be uncomfortable ones and out of step with public opinion," Romanus said. He also emphasised that politicians who accuse their opponents of being undemocratic as soon as they have the temerity to disagree with the majority of the responses to an opinion poll are one of the reasons why people do not trust politicians and representative democracy. "Standing up for what you believe in is worthy of greater respect," he concluded.

Source: Norden – the Top of Europe
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