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‘Voru - the Estonian President
will hoist the EU flag

Kaunas - the attempt to achieve the Lithuanian record
in dancing waltz
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On the 1st of May 2004 UBC member cities from Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia and Poland joined UBC members from Denmark, Finland, Germany and Sweden in the European Union.   The cities solemnly celebrated this occasion. 
Below the members of the UBC Executive Board.
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Info
· On 15-17 May the 40 UBC Executive Board meeting will be held in Kristiansand. 

The Board members will discuss, among others, UBC Action Plan 2004-2005, cooperation with Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities, UBC & CAAC statement on EC communication on dialogue with associations of local authorities, lead city of the UBC EU Coordinators Network.

· Mr Per Boedker Andersen, the UBC President, represented UBC at the Founding Congress of United Cities and Local Governments, which was held in Paris, on 2-5 May.

· Mr Gundars Bojars, UBC Vice President, represented UBC at the Conference ‘30 years of the Convention on the Protection of the Marine Environment of the BSR’, Riga, 22-24 March.

· Mr Maciej Lisicki, the UBC Executive Board member, represented UBC in the Meeting of Presidents of local & regional authorities associations with Mr Romano Prodi, Brussels on 10 May 2004, and in the 3rd Cohesion Forum in Brussels.

From UBC Commissions

· Commission on Business Cooperation

Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find here http://www.ubc.net/calendar/doc/11-12-06-04/index.htm  an invitation from the Mayor of the City of Växjö Mr Carl-Olof Bengtsson, to the annual meeting of the UBC Commission on Business Cooperation to be held in Växjö, Sweden, on 11-12 June 2004.


Pawel Zaboklicki

Secretary General

· Commission on Transportation

Dear all,

Just a reminder; don´t forget to register for the seminar about European Transport projects that will take place in Kaunas 10 - 11 June 2004. If you are looking for or are interested in EU-projects in the sustainable transport field, this is the perfect occasion to get information and exchange experiences!

Last registration date is the 18th of May.

Don´t hesitate to contact us for further information.

Lisa Sundell and Sofie Vennersten

sofie.vennersten@trafikkontoret.goteborg.se
· Commission on Urban Planning

Dear Friends of the UBC Commission on Urban Planning and Public Design,
please find here http://www.ubc.net/calendar/doc/ABCViljandi.doc the first call for the next ABC seminar, that will be in the small but pretty town of Viljandi in Estonia between Sept. 22nd -Sept. 26th this year. The theme of the seminar is "Culture and Nature Meet the Built Environment" with special topics like wooden architecture, green areas and developing 

historical town centre with modern elements. The final call and registration form will be sent to you in June, but mark your almanacs, diaries and schedules already now!
Teretulemast! (=welcome in Estonian)


Jussi Kautto
jussi.kautto@hel.fi  


· Women’s Network

To all friends of the Women’s Network

Dear Madam,

Please be informed that the first meeting 2004 of the network will be held in the City of Turku, Finland, on 14 August 2004.

The proposals of questions to be discussed at the meeting can be sent to the coordinator by 31 May 2004. The program is still open but one subject will be how to promote equality in local decision-making. The meeting will be held 14.8.04 in connection to the Nordic Forum 12-13.8.04, web page at www.abo.fi/fc/equop/ Please inform me of your interest to participate 12-14.8.04 or only 14.8.04 and for how many nights you need the hotel, if you wish to share a room and what standard of hotel you prefer. I have already made some reservations and depending on the standard the prices go from  (single) 35-85 and (double) 42-110. All are situated in the city centre area. Some of the participants from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Russia and Poland can be sponsored by the Network if there is a need for that because we would like to have women representing UBC cities from all Baltic countries. UBC Women’s Network has got an own quota for the Forum - 20 persons - reserved to those who participate in the Network Meeting. For other interested please contact your country-contact person! Visitors from the Lake Victoria district will be attending the meeting together with the former co-ordinator of the Network Hjördis Höglund from Sweden.

Ulla Lundqvist

ul@feminaaboensis.com
From our BSR Friends

· Baltic 21 prepares message for the Baltic Sea States Summit in Estonia

A New Strategy for Baltic 21, proposed to be endorsed by the Prime Ministers of the Baltic Sea States at the Baltic Sea States Summit in Estonia, 21 June 2004 has been adopted by the Baltic 21 Senior Officials Group (SOG). 
In the message to the Prime Ministers Baltic 21 proposed that the nations of the Baltic Sea Region would become committed to realising a vision of the region as an "Eco-Region" - where "Eco" stands for both "Economy" and "Ecology" and where the Social dimension is understood to be strongly integrated.  The message states that Baltic 21 will support the Council of Baltic Sea States and its working bodies in the pursuit of sustainable development trough regional policy analysis and reflection utilising the multi stakeholder network for dialog. The sectoral involvement in cross-sectoral work within the Baltic 21 should be strengthened. Baltic 21 also will focus more on demonstrating how sustainable development can be brought about in practice. To this end a set of "Lighthouse Projects" will be initiated and carried out to ensure high-visibility. Three candidates for an initial set of projects have so far been selected: 

· New Hansa of Sustainable Ports and Cities project is a Baltic Sea Regional, a part of the UBC Agenda 21 program engaging 17 partners;

· Baltic SeaBreeze project, initiated by Keep Baltic Tidy, involving many partners in awareness raising concerning  marine pollution;

· BalsCoast project from the VASAB Spatial Development Action Programme.

The projects will be designed to engage as many participating countries and sectors as possible in proving the value-added of sustainable development. Synergies among existing national and other funding sources have to be sought at the regional-level to support "Lighthouse projects" and other sustainable development initiatives.

The vision and goals adopted by the CBSS already in 1998 are still valid. The new strategy, when endorsed by the Prime Ministers, will give Baltic 21 a sharper tool for the work ahead.

 For more information about Baltic 21 please visit the new Baltic 21 website – your gateway to the Baltic Sea Region work for sustainable development at www.baltic21.org. 

Baltic 21 Secretariat

Phones: +46 8 440 19 38/41

Fax: +46 8 440 19 44

E-mail: secretariat@baltic21.org
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Rebuilding the Baltic 21 policy and strategy from the bottom - participants at the Baltic 21 multi-stakeholder workshop.

Other information

· Palanga department of Lithuanian Street Children's Football Federation is looking for parners who would join the implementation of programmes for street children, for children and youngsters who left schools, for children of children's care homes, delinquents, addicts.

Objectives of the programmes:

- improvement of physical and psychic health;

- prevention of toxicosis, alcohol usage and other destructive factors;

- preventive education, crime prevention and behaviour correction.
The objectives are achieved by means of sport activities (summer sport camps, international football tournaments, seminars, etc.).

Algis Karpas

e-mail: gnedo@delfi.lt, fax: +370 460 49101

· Project NATOUR

We would like to draw your attention on the project idea under the frameworks of the INTERREG III B Programme. We would also like to invite all of you, interested in the presented project prosal, to closer co-operation. Generally speaking,, project is focused on potential of wetlands, meaning the potential of valuable habitats of wetland as an economic factor for region development. It is of great importance to develop such a methodologies and measures which allow opening wetland areas for public use without damaging these unique ecosystems. Attached you will find a brief description of the project idea. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact us. If you find the idea interesting and would like to join our project team please mail to below given addresses or phone us. We do have hope that our idea will join all the cities, municipalities and communes of BSR and we will soon be a member of great and effective project team. We would like to thank you for your attention and time spent on this information, we would appreciate your soon response.

professor Tomasz Hesse heese@lew.tu.koszalin.pl    

Joanna Przedrzymirska geomor@sprintnet.pl 

More information at: http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/NATOUR.doc
· Project InWaTrans
City Administration of the Polish city of Tczew looks for partners for the project InWaTrans - "Inland waterway network in the
South Baltic Sea Region and its diverse functions" - InWaTrans. Description of the project at: http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/fiszka.doc. If you are interested in this project, please contact the project coordinator Ms Jolanta Sliwinska +48585313955, sliwinska@um.tczew.pl

· Local e-government survey
Dear Madam/Sir,

At this address please find http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/questioner.doc a brief questioner about financing your local e-government solution. This questioner is part of a survey conducted in cooperation with the National Association of Intelligent Settlements - Hungary, a member of the Eurocities - TeleCities network.

If you do not feel competent in issues considered in this survey, please hand over this document to your member local governments or to the right person.

Thank you for your cooperation!

Yours sincerely,

Ferenc Kumin

kumin@ax.hu
· International Open Dance Grand Prix Festival Awards Competition

We would like to invite you to Italy on 17th to 23th July 2004 to participate in the Dance Awards Europe 2004, the greatest dance meeting competition in Europe this season!

International Event Competition for Ballet-Contemporary-Modern-HipHop-Latin-Swing-Folk - Tap Schools/ Companies and Dance-Theatrical Educational Institutes... like no other! All info on our web site  http://web.tiscali.it/worldancefestival/  

Organizer’s new address fordancers@tiscali.it Please send us your info by fax: +39054751422. Just in a few days you will receive some advertising materials from us,  

the new brochures and posters of the Dance Awards Prize 2004 Italy 2004.


· Leadership in Culture 

Become a leader of the next generation:

The courses offered by SMBS and ICCM are unique and guarantee outstanding professional expertise, an international orientation, excellent standards and cultural diversity – qualities reflected also in the faculty and board. Two programs for professionals combined within in single framework offering two separate degree qualifications:

- MA in arts management.. Focus on arts organisations and cultural development. Start October 2004 (3 semesters)

- Executive MBA in arts management. Focus on creative businesses and entrepreneurship, Salzburg/Chicago (1 additional semester) MBA also possible as an extension program for MA and MAS GRADUATES one additional semester in Salzburg and Chicago. Start August 2004

Info: www.leadershipinculture.org   office@iccm.at  | office@smbs.at 

· International Summer Academy for Arts Management, July 19th – 31st 2004 in Salzburg

The two week cultural management course is addressed to young leaders and project managers from all over the world working in the arts, culture or media fields on national and international levels. The ISAC prepares young project leaders for new tasks and trends in project management, marketing, financial management, fundraising and networking.

The ISAC is the only place in the world where an international experts team from the most reputable arts management organisations and trainings centres consisting of François Colbert (HEC Montréal), J. Dennis Rich (Columbia College Chicago), Dan J. Martin (Carnegie Mellon University Pittsburgh), Ugo Bacchella (Fitzcarraldo Foundation, Torino) and Herwig Pöschl (ICCM) will assist and consult in developing participants projects.

Since 12 years over 200 young professionals worldwide have participated in the Summer Academy. Course language: English

Application online: http://www.iccm.at/ISAC_-_International_Summer_Ac.23.0.html
Europe celebrates its enlargement 

Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, the Slovak Republic and Slovenia are now members of the European Union. As from the 1st of May, the EU of 15 has become the EU of 25.  "May 1st 2004 is an historic day for Europe, when we welcome into the EU family 10 new member countries and 75 million new EU citizens. Five decades after our great project of European integration began, the divisions of the Cold War are gone - once and for all", said Romano Prodi, European Commission President. "Our new members bring to the Union the cultures and diversity of ten countries with distinct historical roots stretching back through the centuries." 
The weekend saw a chain of events from the west coast of Ireland to the eastern border of Poland, and from Valletta in the south to the northernmost tip of Finland. A huge variety of events, large and small, ranging from concerts and exhibitions to food fairs, debates and border exchanges, were organised all across Europe. And there was a strongly personal note in the celebrations, as European citizens as well as European politicians marked the occasion. On 30 April, the eve of enlargement, there was a gala concert with some of the most popular artists from the new member states, including the Latvian group Brainstorm, Estonia's Neiokõsõ, Michalis Hadjiyiannis from Cyprus, the Hungarian Cotton Club Singers, Poland's Blue Café, Rozmarinke from Slovenia, Slovakia's Jenis Dalibor, Lukáš Vondrácek from the Czech Republic, and Lithuania's Violeta Urmana. There was also a special guest appearance by the Turkish singer Sertab. Organised by the European Broadcasting Union with the support of the European Commission, it culminated in a spectacular midnight firework display from Malta harbour. The concert could be seen live in most EU countries and further afield. On the eve of enlargement, on April 30, European Commission President Romano Prodi said in Gorizia, on the border of Slovenia, Italy and Austria: "The construction of a united Europe has shown that it is possible to regulate relations between countries by right not might. Thanks to the patient and continuous progress made by European integration a magnificent tree has grown up, whose roots now reach deep into our collective soul and whose branches are spreading ever further outwards."

Leaders from all twenty-five European Union member states came to Dublin for a special flag-raising ceremony to mark the enlargement. They issue a declaration of celebration, which looked forward as well as back, and concluded: "Today's enlargement is the best testimony to the success that is the European Union. We now pledge to build on all that we have achieved together. We will construct closer partnerships, deeper union, enhanced democracy, greater equality and even greater prosperity and well-being. This is the legacy we leave our children. And our children's children. This is a good and noble legacy. Today, on the first of May 2004, we, the democratic representatives of the people of Europe celebrate Europeans - Working Together for continued peace, for even greater harmony and for increased prosperity for all our people."

Source: Enlargement Weekly

Enlargement: what the people think

As the celebrations fade, people in the "old" and the "new" Europe are starting to express their hopes and fears about enlargement in a clutch of opinion polls. A recent CSA survey in France showed that although 62 percent of French people are in favour of enlargement, almost half said they were "sceptical" or "opposed" to the EU. And, in a separate poll in France, 50 percent said they had "hopes" for enlargement compared to 36 percent who felt "fear". The fears of people on the other side of the Rhine seem to revolve around money. A survey for the broadcaster RTL last week showed that three in five Germans back the EU's expansion but 64 percent worry that they will end up footing the bill and 75 percent are worried that jobs will drift east. Further south, a survey by Publico in Portugal demonstrated that about 43 percent of Portuguese consider that enlargement will have more negative than positive impacts on the country. Here too, there are concerns about labour markets, with 64 percent believing a cheaper work force from the new EU members will adversely affect Portugal. Even in the new member states, enthusiasm is waning. In the largest former accession country, Poland, support for the EU in June 2003 was 77 percent but, after rows about access to labour markets and the Constitution, public opinion polls show support now at less than 50 percent. Furthermore, in Latvia, only 45 percent of those surveyed said in March that they would vote for EU membership even though the previous September they had voted by 67 percent to join the EU. However, these surveys were conducted before 1 May and leaders will be hoping that support for the EU will rise once the EU finds its rhythm.

Source: EUobserver

Norway and Iceland urged to join forces in EU membership talks

Norway and Iceland possess invaluable resources. The former prime Minster of Norway, Thorbjørn Jagland, has proposed that Norway and Iceland should prepare a common strategy before launching membership negotiations with the EU. Speaking at a conference in Oslo on Wednesday (5 May), Mr Jagland, who heads the Social Democrat opposition party, added that the Icelandic foreign minister Halldor Asgrimsson shared his opinion. Mr Asgrimsson will become prime minister of Iceland later this year. The two countries have much in common economically with both economies heavily dependent on the fishing industry. Fish and fish products constitute more than 70 percent of Iceland's exports and are by far the most important industry. And Mr Jagland stressed other issues common to the two countries. "[The] Norwegian borders to Russia, nuclear power, transport of nuclear power waste and transport of oil and gas are some of the important themes to discus with Iceland", he said according to Aftenposten. He stressed the importance of the Commission knowing what invaluable resources Norway and Iceland possess. Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik admitted the issues raised were important. "What Mr Jagland suggests is in reality a process leading towards Norwegian EU membership. First we need however to clarify if - and in such case - when, Norway would seek membership", Mr Bondevik said. It is expected that the Norwegian EU debate will heat up again in the run-up to the next election, which will be held in September 2005. 

Source: EUobserver

EU-Russia agreement will cover the enlarged EU
Just days before the May 1 deadline, a deal was reached between the EU and Russia over the terms of the partnership and cooperation agreement that binds them together. The agreement needed adapting to cover the ten new member states, and there had been tough talks between the two sides right up to the last moment. Now enlargement is fully recognised by Russia. European External Relations Commissioner Chris Patten said after the signing ceremony for the new agreement: "The extension of the PCA to the enlarged EU ensures Russia will be able to benefit from all the opportunities for increased cooperation arising from EU enlargement. EU enlargement is good for the EU and for its neighbours, including Russia. Conditions for trade will improve, offering considerable potential for further growth. We expect the ratification of the protocol to follow rapidly on both sides." And a joint statement from both sides added: "The interdependence of the EU and Russia, stemming from our proximity and increasing political, economic and cultural ties, will reach new levels with the enlargement of the EU." Among the many aspirations expressed in the joint statement, it notes also that both sides "look forward to the final report of the study on the feasibility of a high-speed train connection to Kaliningrad by mid-July 2004."

Source: Enlargement Weekly

Some numbers

Enlargement will cause EU administrative costs to rise by less than €800 million in 2006, up just over 17% on 2003 levels. There will be some 6,300 new employees, an increase of less than 20%, plus 1000 contract staff. At the same time, the number of countries is increasing by 66%, the number of official languages by 82% and the number of EU citizens by 20%, said the European Commission last week. 
In the ten acceding countries, average nominal pay increases rose to 8.7% in 2003, up from 8.1% in 2002, while on average real pay increased by 1.1%, from 2.8% in 2002 to 3.9% in 2003, according to the annual update on pay from the EU's Industrial Relations Observatory in Dublin. 

Source: Enlargement Weekly


Border controls between EU-15 and new Members to be kept until end 2006

Ahead of enlargement on 1 May 2004, the EU has given a high priority to reinforcing the capacity of the new Member States to control their external borders. It has invested heavily in equipment, in training the border guards of the new Member States and in promoting joint operations with the EU-15 and new Member States, in order to guarantee that all share the same standards of border control. Since 1 May, European citizens from the EU-15 and from the new members are enjoying the freedom to move around the enlarged EU on presentation of an identity card or a passport. Visas that were required from residents of the new members for stays over 90 days are no longer needed. But in some countries people who stay for extended periods of time will need a residency permit. However, the EU-15 will keep border checkpoints in place until they are satisfied that the new members can police their own eastern borders. Between the new Member States themselves, border controls will also remain in place, for some time after accession. New Member States are hoping that borders can be eliminated in 2006, as they want to do away as soon as possible with differentiation between their status and the one of the EU-15. The decision of the Council to remove border controls will be based on careful examination, including evaluation visits by national experts. Each new Member State will be assessed individually. Pietro Petrucci, spokesman for Justice and Home Affairs Commissioner Vitorino told EurActiv that "border controls between the EU-15 and the ten new EU Members will remain in place at least until end 2006". Abolition of controls on persons, as has been done between the 'Schengen' countries, can be achieved only when all prerequisites, such as the access to the Schengen Information System, are fulfilled to ensure that it will not decrease public safety for citizens. 336 million euro are going to be made available in the European 2005 budget for the new Member States' control of external borders to stem a feared inflow of drugs, arms and illegal immigrants from countries of the former Soviet Union and central Asia. EU anti-crime agencies fear the new borderlands of Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, Hungary and Slovakia may not be up to the job. The main concern is the policing of the Union's new eastern borders with countries such as Russia, Belarus and Ukraine. Russian crime rings have found it easy to melt into the background in the three Baltic countries better than elsewhere because two of them, Latvia and Estonia, have sizeable Russian minorities. Officials in the new Member States admit corruption, drug smuggling and a growing illegal trade in arms will be a challenge. EU leaders have agreed that the seat of the future European Agency for Management of EU External Borders is to be situated in one of the new member countries as they will bear the responsibility for the EU external borders on land. Slovenia, Estonia, Hungary, Malta, Poland and Slovakia are reportedly wishing to host the seat of the Agency. Next steps: the Council will decide on the lifting of border checks between the EU-15 and the newest members, when it considers that the new Members States are able to carry out efficient checks at external borders. 

Source: EurActiv


Four new Member States take first steps to join euro in 2007
Cyprus, Estonia, Lithuania and Slovenia are considered fit to join the single currency in 2007 and are preparing to take the first step of fixing their currency against the euro later this year, a Commission spokesman said. They will then have to comply with the other membership criteria, which include cutting national debt, controlling deficits and inflation and granting independence to their national central banks. All of the new Member States are legally bound to join the euro, but only these four countries are expected to do so early on. The three largest new members Poland, the Czech Republic and Hungary, which are still struggling to curb their budget deficits, are planning to join in 2008/2009. A first report on the new Member States' public finances is due to be adopted by the Commission on 12 May 2004, highlighting excessive deficits above the 3 per cent threshold in six of the new Member States. The Czech Republic is expected to fare worst with 12.9 per cent, followed by Malta (9.7), Cyprus (6.3) and Hungary (5.9). However, the Commission has pointed out that given the "special circumstances" of the new Member States, they will be given extra time to comply with the 3 per cent deficit ceiling. 

Source: EurActiv

Geographic centre of the enlarged EU disputed
Since enlargement on Saturday (1 May) the geographic centre of the European Union has without doubt moved eastwards and the town of Viroinval in Belgium is no longer at the heart of the European Union. The German village of Kleinmaischeid of 1,300 inhabitants, 40 kilometres south-east of Bonn, has been named the centre of the new EU by France's National Geographic Institute (IGN). IGN-engineer Jean-Georges Affholder calculated the new centre of the EU using a mathematical formula which also showed the centre of the European continent is close to Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania and the centre of the euro zone is in Montreuillon, France. However, the Märkische Allgemeine newspaper has reported that Hungarian experts from the University of Budapest have appointed Golzow, a town of similar size to Kleinmaischeid on the German-Polish border, as the EU's new geographical centre. Golzow lays almost 600km northeast from Kleinmaischeid.

Three time zones. Both towns now hope to take over from Viroinval, Belgium as the heart of the Union, at least for some time. With enlargement in 2007, and Romania and Bulgaria expected to join the block, the geographical centre of the European Union will move once again – towards the South-East. As the enlarged EU now spreads over three time zones some are asking what time it is in the European Union? The EU Council's legal service appears to have the answer. Last week they said the accession treaties entered into force at midnight in Rome (2200 GMT) because the city is the home of the EU's founding treaty. The European Commission's legal services said it was at midnight in Luxembourg because that is where the EU's Official Journal is published. However, Luxembourg, Rome and even Brussels are on the same timeline - which also happens to be the middle of the three time zones - which does not leave much to discuss.
Source: EUobserver
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