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Info

Speech of UBC President Mr Per Bødker Andersen at the European Conference on

THE ROLE OF BALTIC LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN RESPONDING TO MAJOR OIL SPILLS,  Helsinki, 9-10 February 2004.

I guess we all bear in mind the dreadful pictures of sea-birds struggling for their lives, the fishermen looking in despair into an uncertain future, the white beeches washed black with oil and the hundreds of  professionals and volunteers working hard to limit damages. Alaska, the Spanish coast and last year the Chinese wreck near Bornholm. The latter not an oil tanker, but oil-spill is a severe threat to nature, wherever it happens and whatever the reason. I am very glad to have this opportunity to thank the Conference of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe and the Finnish Association of Local and Regional Authorities for organizing to-days important gathering. Focusing on our fragile Baltic Sea also gives the cities an important opportunity to discuss, learn and prepare.  I am fully aware, that the overall decisions on standards for oil-tankers or other vessels are not matters for the city councils around the Baltic Sea. Neither questions concerning routes for transportation of different kinds of goods or the question of obligatory use of pilots and the organisation of the necessary measures to be taken in case of incidents. 

On the other hand, I represent 102 cities in the countries around our common Baltic Sea, many of which are placed near or directly at the coast. I am sure, You will all understand our interest in being part of the team-work necessary, if worst scenario should occur. The national and international discussion about one hull tankers do interest us as citizens and elected council members with responsibility for the environment.  The different plans for actions at sea or on land also are important to us. And we are - of course - prepared to do our duty, where we fit into these action plans. The Union of the Baltic Cities respects the national interests and the international agreements and co-operation. We are - put in another way - not a Foreign Office, and do not act as one. We have another way of working together. We believe, that our citizens have the same interest in good-governance, in social security and in a clean environment independent of their nationality. Therefore we have put up common goals within different areas. One of the absolutely highly prioritized areas is environment. We all know how dependent we are of a clean sea, fresh drinking water, sustainable nature - be it rough or cultivated. Minimizing the use of artificial fertilizers and pesticides, acting according to Agenda 21 plans etc. etc. are important issues of our daily work in the cities. Our interest in participating in common plans in case of pollution from the sea is thus obvious. In order to get the job done well, we need to be prepared. We need good co-operation structures and plans comprising all the central players, and we need to train together. No team could win a game unless they practised together at least once before the game. My strong impression is that plans are

generally quite well developed in the Baltic Sea Region countries. However, are we prepared well enough in terms of resources and playing together? Have we trained enough and do we have the ability to mobilise the technical and human resources in due time at the right place? I do have slight doubts. Plans and structures are not enough. In order to make such plans and structures really feasible in practice, more simulation and training involving the local authorities is needed. The Union of the Baltic Cities would be happy to contribute to - or even initiate - such rehearsals. Such rehearsal within countries would certainly be useful. However, as there are nine coastal states in the Baltic Sea, a major oil spill at sea could easily involve several countries. This sets extra challenges to the respond mechanisms. It is not enough that we are able to co-operate between the players within the respective countries. We also need to be able to co-operate across borders, and such cross-border co-operation and preparedness also needs to involve all the players. This kind of cross-border preparedness needs to be improved. The Union of the Baltic Cities has an outstanding experience in cross-border co-operation and building capacities of its member cities in several fields. We will also do our best to contribute to preparing municipalities for the challenges that a major oil spill at sea would impose. At the same time we hope that such preparedness would never be needed in practice. The Baltic Sea is a very unique sea and the Baltic Sea Region is a very special area in Europe. Our sea is a new (almost) inside sea in the European Union and our co-operation within the region is extremely strong on all levels of government as well as within the civic societies. This gives us good opportunities to create effective trans-national mechanisms and plans for reacting to oil spills. It also should give us possibilities to improve the safety of maritime transport and thereby decrease the likelihood of accidents to happen. The Union of the Baltic Cities is actively contributing to this work: 16 ports and port cities are for example at the moment co-operating to create common environmental policies and practices in one of our projects. Let us enhance our efforts within the Baltic Sea Region States, sub-regions and municipalities to tackle this major challenge.

And let us hope that our efforts will be a waste of good time and money - that the worst incident will never happen. But let us be prepared. 

Thank You for Your attention.

From UBC Commissions

Commission on Environment

· UBC Environment and Sustainable City Development Event 

The UBC EnvCom and the City of Sundsvall are welcoming you for a very interesting event on sustainable development, environmental leadership and good practices in Sundsvall 24-25 April 2004. The work of the Union of the Baltic Cities on sustainable urban development is developing very strongly and positively at the moment. The implementation of the new Roadmap for Sustainable Baltic Cities - UBC Agenda 21 Action Programme 2004-2009 is on-going. Some new projects have just been started and several ones are under construction. Now it is the perfect time to join the co-operation and find good participation possibilities for your city! So, please, book these important dates for joining the meeting in Sundsvall and get involved. During the whole programme period of 2004-2009 the total programme budget for projects will be 8-10 M€. In case if you are interested in the travel support for environmental and city development directors and experts from UBC member cities in Russia, Baltic States and Poland, please, contact my colleague Ms. Sari Bowie sari.bowie@saunalahti.fi at our secretariat asap. (as Sundsvall can most reasonably be reached by flights, only a limited number of support for tickets is available). I would also like to welcome suggestions for presentations and posters from everybody. A core set of presentations and excursions have been prepared by us and the City of Sundsvall, but there is also need and place for more to come. Especially brief presentations of trends and developments with regard to the five focus themes of the Roadmap for Sustainable Baltic Cities would be extremely welcome. On basis of further planning and proposals made by participants, detailed agendas of the plenary sessions and workshops will be finalised and distributed during March.

Looking forward to seeing you in Sundsvall!

Risto Veivo

UBC Commission on Environment

More information: invitation letter, info package, registration form


· Project proposal on Urban Environmental

Management Systems

UBC Commission on Environment Secretariat is preparing a project proposal (deadline end of March 2004) concerning urban environmental management systems. The proposal will be co-ordinated by UBC and carried out in co-operation with UNEP-Grid Arendal and the University of West England. Partnership negotiations are ongoing also with the Association of Cities and Regions for Recycling (ACRR), Energy-Cities and ICLEI. Here are some documents: Invitation Letter, draft project summary and a form for expression of interest. By participating in this project your city can become a European showcase piloting urban environmental management. You can enhance your environmental performance, improve your economic efficiency, improve your compliance with European regulations and promote your city on the European arena. Deadline for expressions of interest is 1st of March 2004. On the basis of returned expressions of interest and geographical and other features 8-10 European cities will be invited to participate in the proposal. In case of any question, you are most welcome to contact Project Planner Otto Ilmonen at our secretariat (e-mail ubc@turku.fi, tel: +3582 2623169)! 

Risto Veivo

UBC Commission on Environment

  Commission on Sport

· Annual Meeting in Narva

On behalf of the City of Narva, and UBC Commission on Sport, let me invite you to UBC Commission on Sport Annual Meeting that will be held in Narva (Estonia) between 2nd – 3rd April 2004. Please find meeting documents: an invitation, a registration form and a programme. The motto of this year’s meeting will be Education Through Sport, which complies with the decision of the Council of European Union to announce 2004 – European Year of Education Through Sport.  Therefore, problems discussed during the meeting will be connected with educational aspect of sport. Apart from content-related activities, the participants in the meeting will have a chance to get to know the beauty of Narva – city of life energy – as well as to take part in events prepared especially for you!  Every year the UBC Commission on Sport awards grants for the organisation of sporting events. Also this year the Commission has decided to follow this tradition, and has announced a grant competition entitled "Move Your Body, Stretch Your Mind". In 2004 the Commission will pay special attention to sport projects having an educational aspect. For further details, please see the grant application form. I kindly request you to distribute it among interested sport departments /institutions/clubs. We cordially invite you to take part in UBC Commission on Sport Annual Meeting!  The deadline for sending registration forms is 10th March 2004. And registration forms should be sent to: 

Mr Dmitri Vergun: e-mail: dmitri.vergun@narva.ee, fax: + 3723599121 as well as to UBC Commission on Sport: e-mail: ubcsport@gdynia.pl, fax: +48586218 620. 

I look forward to seeing you in Narva.

Ewa Depka

Coordinator

From UBC Secretariat

· Meeting with EESC

On 18 February 2004 Secretary General Pawel Zaboklicki met in Gdansk the representatives of European Economic and Social Committee: Mr Filip Hamro-Drotz, Mr Seppo Kallio, Mr Uno Westerlund, Mr Juri Soosar. The European Commission has entrusted the EESC with the task to provide broad participation of civil society groups in reviewing progress of the II Northern Dimension Action Plan. The EESC is the advisory body in the EU for the civil society. Therefore, the EESC organised a fact-finding visit to Gdansk, in order to evaluate the awareness of and engagement in the implementation of the Action Plan. Mr Zaboklicki informed the EESC members about the UBC engagement in the NDAP underlining the problem of maritime borders in the Interreg III A programme. UBC is of the opinion that maritime borders in the Baltic Sea region should be treated in the same way as land borders in order to allow cross-border cooperation between the new EU member states and the Scandinavian countries.

From UBC Cities

· The Swedish UBC cities National Meeting in Stockholm, 5 February 2004

The Swedish cities in UBC had a full day national meeting in Stockholm, 5 February 2004. The meeting was well attended by both politicians and officers, totally 23 persons. 14 cities out of 22 UBC Swedish members cities participated in the meeting which was arranged by the City of Stockholm.  In the morning there was a presentation of Mrs Cecilia Björner from the Swedish Foreign Ministry. She informed about the Swedish Government´s policy concerning the Baltic Sea Region. Then Mr Håkan Ottosson from the Swedish Association of Local Authorities talked about “How to finance the cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region in the future after the enlarged EU”. After lunch Mr Anders Engström made an overview about UBC during 12 years and how the work within the organisation has changed. Mr Engström also gave a brief summary of the General Assembly in Klaipeda and the new strategy of UBC. Then the meeting focused on the expectations on UBC and the commissions. The participants decided to have a new meeting in Stockholm in November 2004.

· The Polish UBC cities National Meeting in Gdansk, 17 February 2004

The meeting was held in the New City Hall that hosts the Gdansk City Council and the UBC Secretariat. The meeting was chaired by Mr Maciej Lisicki, Councillor, representative of the Mayor of Gdansk in the UBC Executive Board. The meeting was attended by persons representing all 12 UBC Polish member cities. 8 cities were represented by mayors and other elected politicians, 4 cities were represented by civil servants. Secretary General Pawel Zaboklicki informed the participants about questions to be discussed at the forthcoming UBC Executive Board meeting in Vaasa, 6 March 2004, concentrating on the new funding possibilities for cross-border cooperation, to be available for the cities after the EU enlargement on 1 May 2004. This information was followed by the discussion on Polish cities role in the UBC and their expectations from the Union. 

Finally, Ms Ewa Depka, Gdynia, coordinator of the Commission on Sport presented activities of the Commission. Ms Depka also introduced the UBC Campaign “Without Limits” devoted to integration of handicapped people to the society.

The meeting had a wide coverage on the National Polish Television as well as in several radio stations and newspapers.

Invitations to meetings and conferences 

· 13th International Summer Academy for Arts Management, on 19-31 July 2004 in Salzburg, Austria

The two week cultural management course is addressed to young leaders and project managers from all over the world working in the arts, culture or media fields on national and international levels. The ISAC prepares young project leaders for new tasks and trends in project management, marketing, financial management, fundraising and networking. The ISAC is the only place in the world where an international experts team from the most reputable arts management organisations and trainings centres consisting of François Colbert (HEC Montréal), J. Dennis Rich (Columbia College Chicago), Dan J. Martin (Carnegie Mellon University Philadelphia), Ugo Bacchella (Fitzcarraldo Foundation, Torino) and Herwig Pöschl (ICCM) will assist and consult in developing participants projects. Participation requirements: people wishing to participate shall submit an application and a detailed concept of a project related to the fields of festivals, cultural centres, film/video/new media, music/music theatre, theatre/opera/dance, graphic arts or arts education. A maximum of 30 professionals will be selected for an active participation in the course. Course language: English. Participation fee: EURO 2.500,- (advance payment: 400,-) The amount includes course fee, accommodation (single rooms) and catering for the whole duration of the course, round tables with artists from the Salzburg Festival and tickets for performances at Salzburg Festival, opening grill party, Salzburg bus ticket for 2 weeks. 

Application deadline: April 30th, online:  http://www.iccm.at/ISAC_International_Summer_Ac.23.0.html 
Wolfgang Laubichler 

ICCM International Center for Culture and Management.  tel: +4366245984110  laubichler@iccm.at, www.iccm.at
· Maritime Safety in the Baltic Sea, Malmö, 24-25 March 2004

The seminar will focus on identifying future research needs in maritime safety in the Baltic Sea and adjacent areas built on existing  experiences and future national research activities. The seminar is a first step to insure further co-operation between Nordic and Baltic research organisations in order to strengthen and further maritime safety research. The main goal is to identify research areas where co-ordination and co-operation is beneficial and to create lasting networks. This could be in the form of working group(s) preparing common project(s) in agreed topic(s) between Nordic and Baltic maritime safety researchers, joint effort to prepare FP6 proposal(s), further focused work-shop(s) on agreed sub-topic(s), creation of e-mail network or portal for information about maritime safety in Baltic Sea region. In order to get a satisfactory outcome of the seminar the main stakeholders are decision makers in Nordic and Baltic Sea countries from maritime authorities and the maritime industry as well as active researchers and scientists in this sector. The seminar is organised in co-operation between NTF - Nordic Transport Research and NMR - Nordic Council of Ministers. The preliminary programme and registration info can be found on NTF homepage: www.ntf-research.org 
For further information please contact NTF Secretariat, Anette Enemark, Tel: +4533737137 or ae@tetraplan.dk
Martti Mäkelä

High standards in new recruits

"A generally impressive standard" is how the examiners marked the work of the first candidates from the accession countries for posts in the EU civil service. Of the 17,000 who sat the pre-selection tests in recent months, nearly 6,000 of them obtained high enough marks to go through to the next round. They are now entitled to submit a full application, and if they meet the eligibility requirements, a final selection will be made. 

The tests - for assistant administrators, assistant translators and secretaries - were organised in 16 test centres in the accession countries and in one centre in Brussels in November and December last year. Part of next stage of selection will be based on the written test that all candidates have already completed during the sittings last year, but which has not yet been marked. Successful candidates will then be called to oral tests in Brussels. The results varied across subject matter and countries. Results for the European public administration and law options in the tests for assistant administrators were "very satisfactory". But levels of applications and attendance were lower in some countries - notably the Baltic states and Malta. And audit and economics also attracted fewer participants - so recruitment in these fields may fall below target levels in this round. 

In some cases, candidates who had qualified to sit the tests just didn't show up - particularly in the competitions for assistant administrators and secretaries. Meanwhile, enlargement competitions are underway for staff to cope with the new translation and interpretation tasks the EU will take on from May 1, when the number of official EU languages rises from 11 to 20. Oral tests for candidates for the heads of linguistic divisions are taking place this month - a small competition for just over 100 laureates, covering all 9 new official EU languages and split between 2 fields. At the same time, papers are now being corrected from 550 candidates for posts as lawyer-linguists, who sat tests in Brussels in January; successful candidates will be invited to oral tests, which will probably take place in March. And at the level assistant interpreters, oral tests are continuing. The test for Maltese assistant interpreters has already been concluded - but failed to produce any successful laureates, largely due to the very small number of candidates meeting the eligibility requirements. By contrast, oral tests for Polish assistant interpreters - by far the largest competition - are not expected to be completed until October.

Source: Enlargement weekly

Future members angry at labour market restrictions 

Frustration is mounting in future EU states over policies adopted by the current 15 to restrict access to their labour markets. Ireland is now the only country in the EU that will not impose restrictions on workers from the accession countries, after recent U-turns by the UK, Sweden, Denmark and the Netherlands. And this is starting to grate with some ministers and experts from Eastern Europe, who are seeing one of the main benefits of joining the EU slip away. "This is neither fair, nor justified", Eduard Kukan, Slovakian foreign minister, told French daily Le Figaro. "When the negotiations took place in 2001, many EU members insisted that they would not introduce restrictions and that our citizens could work in these countries after 1 May", added Mr Kukan. "Since then nothing has really changed, so we don't understand why they are discussing these issues now", he concluded. Earlier this month, Poland's Foreign Minister Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz expressed his disappointment about "cases where governments took one position earlier and take another one now". Similar feelings are beginning to emanate from Budapest and Prague. A spokesman for the Hungarian foreign ministry described the policies as "a backwards step". Czech spokesperson Vit Kolar said, "We knew that countries had the right to impose restrictions on our workers but what is most surprising is that countries such as Holland and Sweden, which had promised to keep their labour markets open, have now closed those doors". But the current member states are only doing what the accession treaties entitle them to do. According to the document signed by all 25 countries, current member states may restrict the free movement of labour for five years and a further two after that if "serious disturbances" can be proved on the labour market.

Source: Euobserver

Nordic/Baltic network deadline
March 1 is the deadline for grant applications under the ‘Nordplus Nabo’ (Nordic Plus Neighbour) exchange programme. Nordplus Nabo is a new scheme to promote networks in education and research in the Baltic countries. It is run by the Research Council of Norway and applications forms are available on-line. The objective is to set up long-term networks between institutions involved in research, life-long learning and education and training by promoting knowledge transfer and exchanges of expertise between Nordic and Baltic or Russian organisations. Nordplus Nabo places particular emphasis on quality assurance in education, partnerships with NGOs and net-based R&D. To qualify for a grant, a proposal must involve at least two Nordic institutions and two Baltic partners or participants from North-West Russia. The maximum grant is NOK 300,000 – which must be spent on travel costs, etc. but never on salaries. The Nordic Information Offices in the Baltic states and North-West Russia also provide information and help to potential applicants

Source: Nordic Council

Latvia’s participation in Phare

Latvia's Minister of Finance, Valdis Dombrovskis, has confirmed Latvia's participation in the 2003 PHARE programmes for financing local governments and small and medium-sized enterprises - which will run through to November 2012. They will help bank cooperation with small and medium-sized enterprises and local governments, making loan opportunities more easily available. 

Source: Enlargement weekly
New Nordic cultural policy?

The Icelandic Presidency of the Nordic Council of Ministers 2004 has called for a new cultural policy action plan for the Nordic Region. The plan is expected to be approved by an autumn meeting of Nordic ministers of culture. The heads of all of the Nordic cultural institutions have just spent two days in Copenhagen discussing the direction of, and making proposals for, the action plan. Visions, adverts and hired philosophers were among the ideas mooted for how the action plan might be drawn up. “There seems to be a need for a cultural policy action plan that is not the outcome of years of bureaucracy,” Rigmor Duun Grande, head of the culture department at the Nordic Council of Ministers said. She was also positive about the proposals to create a joint Nordic culture network via an Intranet and to continue promoting closer cultural contacts between the Nordic Region and Europe via the Council of Europe, on which the Nordic Council of Ministers enjoys observer status.

Source: Nordic Council
8% GDP growth in Lithuania

In 2003, growth in Lithuania's GDP amounted to 8%, Lithuanian Central Bank Chairman Reinoldijus Šarkinas has reported. He suggested Lithuania would adopt the Euro in late 2006 or early 2007. Until that time there is no necessity for renouncing the fixed exchange rate with the Euro. 

Source: Enlargement weekly
Huge Nordic potential

The Nordic countries and the Netherlands have the greatest potential to attract creative and talented incomers. This gives the countries a competitive edge and will lead to stronger economic growth in the longer term, according to an American report quoted by the Financial Times and Jyllands-Posten. The USA used to be best at attracting the type of people who guarantee future growth but the Nordic counties have now overtaken America. “The key to improving competitiveness in the future will be to attract creative minds from all over the world,” Professor Richard Florida of Carnegie Mellon University says in the new rapport. By quantifying “creativity” in the EU countries and in the USA, he concluded that Sweden was the most creative place in Europe, followed by Finland, the Netherlands and Denmark. The report assesses countries on the basis of “the three Ts of economic growth” - talent, technology and tolerance. Although the USA is the world leader in technology and is home to many great talents, the authors of the report thinks that the Nordic countries have the values to attract talented incomers.

Source: Nordic Council

Commission announces 'twinning arrangements' for new Commissioners

Commission President Romano Prodi was full of praise when announcing which associate portfolios the Commissioner nominees from the ten new Member States will have in the period from 1 May to 31 October. "They are really experienced people of outstanding quality and I am certain they will make an active and positive contribution to the work of this Commission. Their arrival and the recruitment of EU civil servants from their countries will serve to further enrich this administration," said President Prodi. 

Each of the ten will have full voting rights but no real portfolio. Instead they will be twinned with one of the existing 20 commissioners, and they will have a cabinet which will work closely with the cabinet of the Commissioner with whom they are associated for six month period. But contrary to a normal six-person cabinet, the cabinets will comprise only three A-grade officials. At least one A-grade should be an existing Commission official and at least one a national of a different Member State from that of the Commissioner. 

The list of associate portfolios is as follows: 

New Commissioner
Associated to

Markos Kyprianou, Cyprus
Michaele Schreyer (Budget)

Siim Kallas, Estonia


Pedro Solbes (Economic & Monetary Affairs)

Péter Balázs, Hungary 


Michel Barnier (Regional Policy/Institutional Reform)

Sandra Kalniete, Latvia 
Franz Fischler (Agriculture)

Dalia Grybauskaite, Lithuania 


Viviane Reding (Education and Culture)

Danuta Hübner, Poland 
Pascal Lamy (Trade)



Jan Figel, Slovakia 


Erkki Liikanen (Enterprise and the Information Society)

Janez Potocnik, Slovenia 
Günter Verheugen (Enlargement)

Milos Kuzvart, Czech Republic 


David Byrne (Health and Consumer Protection)

Profile of the new commissioners: Seven years younger and US-educated

US Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld's notorious remark last year about "old" and "new Europe" before the Iraq war is set to make new sense with the arrival of a fresh batch of EU commissioners in Brussels. The ten new commissioners, mainly from former Communist "new Europe" countries, have a markedly younger profile. The average age of the group of ten incoming commissioners is 49 while the average age of the 20 existing commissioners is 56. Most of the new commissioners are Anglophones and many of them only speak "un peu" French. Most of the total group of 30 (20 existing + 10 new commissioners) have a background in economics or law in common, but four out of ten of the newcomers have studied at universities in the USA. This is only the case for four out of 20 in the group of existing commissioners. And this figure generously includes commissioners Nielson, Bolkestein and Patten who spent time in the USA as exchange students or junior students under the age of 21. Only Commissioner Mario Monti completed graduate studies at Yale University. Commission President Romano Prodi holds a position as Visiting Professor at Harvard University and Stanford Research Institute, but did not study in the USA. This contrasts with Cyprus's commissioner, Marcos Kyprianou, who has a Harvard Law School Master’s degree, Lithuania's Dalia Grybauskaité who did a Special Program for Senior Executives at Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service, Washington DC's, as did Slovakia's Jan Figel for a single semester. Poland's Danuta Hübner attended Berkley University of California.

Source: EurActive
Two official candidates for Commission President job

With the naming of former Finnish Prime Minister Paavo Lipponen, there are now two official candidates in the race to become the next Commission President. Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahern, currently holder of the rotating EU presidency, annnounced the most recent candidate in an interview. Lipponen joined current Commissioner for Justice and Home Affairs, the Portuguese Antonio Vitorino. However, according to Ahern, it will be difficult for the Member States to support Vitorino who, being a socialist, is out of step with the overall political trend among Member States. Apart from the two offcial candidates there is also a group of non-confirmed candidates. They include Luxembourg's Prime Minster Jean Claude Juncker, Austria's Prime Minister Wolfgang Schlüssel, current and former Belgian Prime Ministers, Guy Verhofstadt and Jean-Luc Dehaene and lastly Greece's Kostas Simitis. Current president of the Commission Romano Prodi this weekend annnounced his future plans. Whilst remaining in place as president until November this year he will symbolically spearhead the Italian centre-left Olive Tree coalition in the European Election campaign. And he will return to "his house", the Olive Tree coalition, which Prodi founded in 1995, in November. 

Source: Euractiv

Enlargement among concerns in EU-Russia relations

The challenges of enlargement figure prominently among the priorities set out in a new European Commission plan for EU links with Russia. The Commission's Communication on EU-Russia relations proposes measures to improve the effectiveness of EU-Russia relations, in particular in light of increased EU and Russian interdependence and the EU's historic enlargement on 1 May. The Communication recognises the interdependence of the EU and Russia and their extensive common interests, which range from tackling crime and pollution to trade ties (two-way trade amounted to €78 billion in 2002). It highlights the successes which co-operation in recent years has produced but notes that, in many areas, EU and Russian positions appear to have diverged. These include ratification of the Kyoto Protocol, the extension of the Partnership and Co-operation Agreement to the ten new EU member states and the need to make it work more effectively, the approach to resolving frozen conflicts in the NIS as well as respect for the rule of law and human rights, particularly as regards media freedom and events in Chechnya. The Communication is intended as a basis for discussions on a review and strengthening of EU-Russia relations at the General Affairs and External Relations Council on 23 February. 

Source: Enlargement weekly
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