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Info

· The Commission on Transportation will have a meeting of cities: Norrkoping, Nykoping, Vilnius, Gdynia and Tartu, which are interested in establishing the working group. The aim of the working group, among others, is to broaden the work of the Commission by reflecting the problems of both small and larger cities within the Baltic Sea region. The meeting will be held on 6 February in Goteborg.

· The Interreg III B project ABC – Alliance of the Baltic Cities with the help of the Commission on Urban Planning is arranging the ABC- project meetings, which are also common seminars in 2004 as follows: on 21-25April in Liepaja and on 22-26 September in Viljandi. For more information please contact Mr Jussi Kautto at jussi.kautto@hel.fi 

· The report from the VII UBC General Conference in Klaipeda has been printed. It will be sent this week to all member cities in two copies. If you need more copies, please contact UBC Secretariat at info@ubc.net.
The report will also be sent to many Baltic and European organisations and institutions. Conference speeches and some other documents are available at the UBC homepage at: www.ubc.net 

From UBC Secretariat

· New opportunities for the Baltic Sea co-operation
The Council of the Baltic Sea States is presently investigating the feasibility to conduct a series of seminars designed to strengthen the capacity of local administrations to take advantage of the new opportunities presented by the enlargement of the European Union. UBC is a potential partner for co-organisation of such seminars. Sweden commissioned a study by Nordregio which was presented to the CBSS CSO at its meeting in Stockholm on 11-12 December 2003. The study will also be examined by a joint CBSS-NCM ad-hoc working group, which is charged to develop a pilot project on CBC. Attached please find Nordregio feasibility study on seminars promoting cross-border cooperation in the BSR. The study also presents new instruments for cross-border cooperation after the EU enlargement in May 2004. More information at: http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/Feasibility_study.doc
Pawel Zaboklicki

Secretary General

· Photos for the Strategy 


Dear Members of the Union, 
UBC Secretariat is going to publish a booklet with a new strategy that was adopted during the VII General Conference in Klaipeda, at 18 October 2003.  In the booklet we would like to present the most characteristic views from our member cities. Therefore the member cities are requested to sent photos with the most interesting views from the city. The booklet will be printed in colours so

please send a photo or an image in digital form which has a good quality: size A5 (10 x 15 cm), minimum 400 dpi. Please prepare a caption for your photo and remember to write also a name of a photographer. 
Please send all materials to the following e-mail address: iwona.belczak@gdansk.gda.pl or by post to UBC Secretariat. The deadline for sending materials is 31 January 2004. 
With best regards,

Iwona Belczak
From UBC Cities

· International Conference Baltic Dynamics - Innovation and Development of Knowledge-Based Enterpreneurship to be held on 9-12 September 2004 in Riga.

The Baltic Dynamics conference was an initiative of the Baltic Association of

Science/Technology Parks and Innovation Centres – BASTIC. The conference venue is rotated between the Baltic States – Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The conference organisers invite everyone involved in the dynamic development of high-tech entrepreneurship - leaders of innovative companies, managers of science/technology parks and centres, public authorities responsible for innovation in the region, venture capital organisations, etc. - to present and discuss initiatives in the area of innovation strategy and policy. The conference will focus on the following main topics:

- Development of National Innovation Systems: latest achievements, action plans, instruments, success stories, etc.

- Cooperation between different networks supporting knowledge-based entrepreneurship: IRE/RIS, IRC, PAXIS, Gate2Growth, EUREKA, etc.

- The role of professional associations in the promotion of practical international co-operation: IASP, EBN, NBIA, ADT, SPICE, PBICA, BASTIC, etc.

-.Access to venture capital – problems and solutions for high-tech companies

More information at: http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/BD2004-1.pdf
· International Road Management and Utilities Information Day, “Competition and cooperation”, to be held on 28 September 2004, Tallinn

The Estonian Public Utilities Association in cooperation with Tallinn Municipal Engineering Services Department and Tallinn Technical University invite you to participate at the 4th International Road Management and Public Utilities Information Day on 28th September 2004 in Tallinn. The day includes seminars, presentations and interactive forums with highly qualified specialists participating. The information day is meant for the employees of both the public and private sectors of the communal field, however, any interested parties from other specialities are welcome, too. This time the main subject is Competition and Cooperation in different fields of public utilities upon Estonia's accession into the European Union. The main discussion points will be development plans, standards and financing issues in road construction, road maintenance and traffic control. Presentations will cover utilities construction connected with green and recreation areas and the waste management development directions in the perspective of the ever increasing consumption trend. During the conference there will also be a communal technology exhibition. A more detailed conference programme will be issued in April, 2004. Any subject related suggestions and applications for speeches, presentations and exhibition are welcome. For further information about registration and programme please contact us on e-mail: kommunaal@tallinnlv.ee. More information:  

http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/IRMaUIDay.doc

Survey shows acceding countries' GDP per capita at 47 per cent of EU average

New Eurostat study shows Cyprus' GDP is already above that of Greece and Portugal. Ireland tops current EU members ranking, behind Luxembourg. 

The survey published on 18 December by Eurostat expresses GDP per capita in terms of purchasing power standards (PPS). It is based on a revision of the existing data for the period 1995-2000, covers the full year 2001 and includes first results for 2002. According to Eurostat, Cyprus is the best performing country set to join the EU, reaching 76% of the 15-member block's average GDP. It even outperforms Greece and Porutugal who both stand at 71% of EU average. Then follows Slovenia and Malta (69%), the Czech republic (62%), Hungary (53%), Slovakia (47%), Poland (41%), Estonia (40%), Lithuania (39%) and Latvia (35%). Candidate countries are further behind with Romania at 27%, Bulgaria at 26% and Turkey at 25%. In the current EU Member States, Luxembourg is 189% above the average but Eurostat warns the figure tends to be overestimated due to the large share of cross-border workers who are not taken into consideration when calculating GDP. Ireland comes second at 125% followed by Danemark (113%), the Netherlands and Austria (111%), Great Britain and Belgium (107%), France and Sweden (105%), Finland (102%) and Germany (100%). Italy (98%), Spain (86%), Greece and Portugal (71%) are all below EU average. According to Eurostat, only Ireland has significantly changed its grouping, moving from 90% of the EU average in 1995 to 125% in 2002.

Source: EurActiv

Majority of Norwegians expect new EU referendum

According to a poll by Sentio-Norstat, the majority of Norwegians expect a new referendum to be held on EU membership after the next parliamentary elections in 2005. 

According to a recent poll, 75 per cent of Norwegians who favour the country's membership of the EU believe that they will have an opportunity to vote 'yes' after the 2005 parliamentary elections. The poll was conducted by Sentio-Norstat and published in the local paper Nationen. The results showed that 67 per cent of those Norwegians who are still opposed to their country's EU membership believe that a new referendum will be called on the issue. The poll showed that 23 per cent thought there would not be a new referendum. Norway has already rejected EU membership twice, in 1972 and in 1994.

Source: EurActiv

New Danish local government structure

The Structure Commission in Denmark will publish the results of its work on Friday. It is expected to recommend that local councils merge into larger units and that county councils are incorporated into fewer regions or perhaps even abolished completely.

Parts of the report have already been leaked and the media are full of debates about whether 20,000 or 30,000 is the appropriate size for a multi-purpose local authority and whether Denmark ought to have 3 or 7 regions instead of 14 county councils.

The business and finance daily Børsen reports that tax officers in Danish local councils and at national level are only half as efficient as their Nordic colleagues. It is estimated that they spend DKK 4.45 billion p.a. to collect tax and VAT, a figure that could be halved if costs were brought down to the Swedish level. A major Nordic benchmarking analysis has revealed that the Danish tax authorities lag badly behind the other Nordic countries. The Tax Ministry submitted the benchmark analysis to the Structure Commission. It has already been revealed that the Commission will recommend a so-called ‘one-string’ model under which the state alone would deal with tax assessment.

Source: Nordic Council

EU ponders "Made in the EU" label

Plans for a compulsory "Made in the EU" label for products manufactured in the EU are currently under discussion, but not all EU countries and business groups are backing the idea, the Financial Times reports.While the European Commission sees this labelling as a way to promote the EU’s image abroad and fight counterfeiting, it is feared that it might lead to higher costs and more administrative work.Brand experts also see it unlikely that a "Made in the EU" marking would have the same status as a national origin marking such as "Made in France" or "Made in Germany".

Terry Tyrrell, head of the identity consulting firm Enterprise IG warned of the effects of the labels for country-specific products. He said firms were wondering whether, for example, French perfume would be have to labelled with 'Made in the EU'. The Commission has not decided yet whether to draw up formal proposals and the plan needs the support of the EU member states, some of which have clearly opposed it, the FT reports.

According to an internal working document seen by the FT, the Commission "believes that an EU origin marking scheme has, in principle, several merits and that the feasibility of such a scheme should be pursued further". But it also stresses that it might lead to an increase in costs and more administrative work.

Source: EUobserver

Lithuanians most sanguine of Balts 

According to a recent international study, Lithuanians are more optimistic about the year 2004 than their Baltic neighbours. Forty percent of Lithuanians expect this year to be better in comparison with 36 percent of both Latvians and Estonians.

Source: The Baltic Times

Kalniete named Latvia’s commissioner to EC 
RIGA – Prime Minister Einars Repse announced on Thursday that he has nominated Foreign Minister Sandra Kalniete as Latvia’s commissioner to the European Commission (EC), a move that immediately won the support of EC President Romano Prodi

Source: The Baltic Times

Centres of excellence to work together 
A new Nordic organisation, Nordisk Innovations Center, has been set up to encourage investment in business development and serve as an important instrument for innovation and knowledge-based business in the Nordic Region. NIC will promote business development by encouraging co-operation between centres of excellence. The Centre represents a new initiative for developing business in the region. One of the aims of Nordic co-operation in the business sector is to establish a Nordic inner market – a borderless region free of obstructions to the free flow of skills, ideas, capital, people and products. “Nordisk Innovations Center will be the Nordic Council of Ministers’ most important instrument to promote an innovative and knowledge-based Nordic business sector,” said Per Unckel, the Secretary General of the Nordic Council of Ministers. “We have concentrated all our Nordic business work in a single strong organisation and I look forward to the challenge of developing Nordic business,” Said Kjetil Storvik, managing director of Nordisk InnovationsCenter. Storvik was previously head of the Nordic Industry Fund, which formed the basis for the new organisation along with Nordtest.

Source: Nordic Council
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