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Info

· The next UBC General Conference will be held in Turku, Finland in October 2005.

· FORTUM Power and Heat Corporation from Finland became the first UBC Sponsor.

The company will donate UBC with 20.000 EUR in 2004-2005.

From UBC Member Cities

· Economic development division of Palanga town municipality administration together with Recreation and Tourism Department of Klaipeda University are carrying out pre-feasibility study “Possibilities for campsites development in Lithuanian seaside resorts. The study will be finished in December of this year. At this stage they are collecting the information about existing campsites and their development level in the Baltic Sea region.
Please spread this information for UBC members, especially resorts that could help them with information about the development of campsites in UBC members’ territories. 

More information at: http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/campsites.doc
Please contact: 
Mrs Lina Semetulskyte, 
Palanga town municipality, phone/fax: 370 460 48125, address: Vytauto 73, LT-5720 Palanga, Lithuania 

e-mail: pletra@palanga.lt
· Environmental Award 2004
Dear Madam/Sir,
In connection with the annual Hanseatic celebrations which will be held next year, June 17-20th, in Turku, Finland, the City of Kalmar, Sweden will distribute an environmental award. This award is administered by the foundation "Environment for People" which was established in Kalmar in 1987, at the time of the Hansa Meeting. The prize, which amounts to SEK 30.000, will be awarded to the private individual, the organization or the school that has made contributions to the improvement of the environmental conditions in and around the Baltic Sea. The prize is not intended for municipalities and their normal activities within the environmental area or commercial companies.

At present we are looking for the prize-winner of the year 2004 and therefore we would like to ask for your help. We enclose one leaflet describing the award and how to make an application. We ask you to distribute the leaflets in your particular district by whatever method you find suitable. 
You can also find the information about the environmental prize on our web site: http://www.kalmar.se/mk/utskrift/Page.aspx?id=3437 
Yours sincerely,
Anders Engström
Project leader

Partner Search
· A proposal of Interreg project and call for partners: Education and Integration Centre, Virtual Centre of Medieval Education in Malbork. A part of the project: “A High Quality Tourism around Malbork Castle as a brand tourism product in the BSR”.

For more information please contact: bps@um.malbork.pl 

· District Heating Enterprise from Gdynia. plans to build a 'waste to energy' plant using Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) processed from municipal solid waste. They would like to find partners in UBC member cities who have experience in this field. 

More information at: http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/Gdynia_RDF.doc
Please send all replies to: Ms. Arleta Ruszel –e-mail: a.ruszel@opecgdy.com.pl
From our BSR friends

· XI Annual Conference of the Baltic Sea States Sub-regional Co-operation was held on 23-25 October in St. Petersburg. 

The main theme of the Conference was: 

“Bridging the Future, EU Northern Dimension – a challenge for regions of the Baltic Sea”. The conference was devoted to consideration of the perspectives of the Baltic Sea Region’s development in the face of the EU enlargement. Special attention was given to the role of the Northern Dimension initiative. The conference adopted the Declaration emphasizing among others the roles of the regions in the enlarged EU and presenting the priority tasks of BSSSC.

· V International Youth Ecological Forum "ECOBALTICA-2004"

The forum will pass from May 19 till May 21 in St.-Petersburg State Polytechnic University (Russia). This very interesting scientific measure will be including not only young
specialists, but also outstanding scientific, owners of the industrial companies and
administrative organizations. The international director of the Forum is William Hogland (the professor of Kalmar University, e-mail: William.Hogland@hik.se; tel.: +46 480 44 63 34). If you are the chief of an industrial firm or university, the organisers also ask you to support to your young colleagues for trip on the Forum.


More information at: http://www.ubc.net/today/e_News/documents/ECOBALTICA04.doc

The EU City Twinning program 

In May 2003 the European Commission adopted a proposal for a Community Programme to Promote Active European Citizenship (civic participation). This new programme will provide a stable multiannual framework for several actions, including Town Twinning funding. The proposal is currently being treated by other EU institutions (Parliament and Council) in view of its adoption. As the timetable for the inter-institutional decision-making process is yet to be fully confirmed, the call for proposals for Town Twinning actions in 2004 will be published later in autumn 2003. Consequently the calendar of the 2004 call for proposals has been adapted: the first phase will start on 1 April 2004, thus leaving applicants enough time to prepare their demands and allowing information on the selection results in due time. Grant applications concerning events starting during the first quarter of 2004 can not be treated. Therefore municipalities who have scheduled a Town Twinning project for that period and would like to apply for an EU grant, are advised to consider postponing the event and enter an application for the corresponding phase of the programme.

More info at: http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/education_culture/towntwin/2004_en.html
Monitoring Report on the EU Membership Preparedness

A report published on 5 November on  monitoring the acceding countries says that all ten countries are prepared to join the EU in May next year – but some serious warnings have been given to Poland, the largest of the new member states.

The overall finding for all countries is that each has reached a high level of alignment with EU legislation in most of the policy areas. One of the biggest problems is the absorption of community funds in agriculture and regional policy as it implies large sums of money. Financial support from Structural Funds cannot be paid in areas that not comply with the rules. The Structural Funds support of the Regional Policy of is of highest importance for cities and local authorities.

Brussels is being optimistic about the situation and thinks that all these issues may still be solved by May 2004. Commission insiders are happier about the ten new member states’ performances than they were about Spain, Portugal and Greece during previous enlargements in the 1980s. 

The tables below are compiled from the EU report. Note that the EU Commission says there are problems with only about 3-4 % of all measures needed, so the overall picture is bright.

Areas of serious concern


Minimum training requirements, and mutual recognition rules for a number of professions
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland: Delayed 

Labour law and equal treatment of women and men..
Estonia: Delayed.

Computerisation and interconnectivity with EC

Systems (needed for correct operation of the customs union). VAT Information Exchange System.
Latvia has serious delays

Veterinary and phytosanitary control, veterinary legislation, organising control of the movement of live animals 
Poland

The acquis in respect of TSEs and animal waste 
Poland and Latvia.

Agri-food establishments updating
Poland

Potato ring rot and wart disease.
Poland

Delivery of EU funds. All countries must reinforce efforts to set up necessary procedures and institutions 
Serious concerns for Poland that functioning systems will not be in place.

Fisheries market policy,
Lithuania and Poland: Need to take necessary steps for inspection and control of their fisheries fleet and application of EU resource and fleet management rules.

Serious concerns about Poland: Polish fishermen will not be able to benefit from EU market intervention unless situation solved.

Other areas


National measures that conflict with principles of free movement; principle of mutual recognition.
Poland: Barriers are removed only reluctantly.

Latvia: Liberalisation of capital movements;

Lithuania: Appropriate payment systems.

EU public procurement rules.
Estonia, Latvia and Poland: Not completed

Financial services
Poland: must accelerate reform in the financial sector. 

Latvia and Lithuania: Reforms in the insurance sector, 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania: Investment services and securities markets.

Competition policy, 


Latvia: Enforcement capacity regarding anti-trust rules

Poland: Proper enforcement of all state aid measures.

Industrial policy, 


Poland: Restructuring of the steel industries and privatisation of state-owned enterprises.

Agriculture and fisheries. Accelerate preparations for certain products:


Sugar in Latvia, Milk in the Baltic countries and Poland, Beefmeat in Latvia, Lithuania and Poland, Eggs and poultry in Poland;

EU-funded rural development
Poland is lagging behind.

All acceding countries need to take measures to put in place the EU’s veterinary control system. Other areas requiring enhanced efforts are:
- Diseases like BSE, animal by-products: Latvia, Poland 

- Standards in meat, milk and fish plants: Poland
- Residue monitoring and phytosanitary control: Poland.

- Animal disease control measures: Latvia 

- Trade in live animals and animal products; animal welfare: Latvia, Lithuania and Poland 

- Animal nutrition: Estonia and Poland.

Fisheries. All countries: Increased fleet, inspection and control management, and market policy preparations 
Poland: State aid and international fisheries agreements.

Energy
Latvia: Regulation of electricity and gas 

Some specific issues in the transport sector.
Estonia and Latvia in air transport, 

Estonia and Poland in maritime transport.

Telecommunications acquis and  postalservices. 
The Baltic States and Poland

The audio-visual acquis;
Poland: Particular efforts required 

The acquis on VAT
Latvia and Poland must accelerate.

Excise duties.
Poland

Direct taxation
Enhanced efforts is required from Estonia

Taxation and custom
Latvia and Lithuania have not prepared in good time (Lithuania has found a temporary solution)

Financial control
Poland: Public internal financial control required.

Latvia: External audit should be strengthened.

Protection of EU’s financial interests.
Estonia, Latvia, Poland 

Economic and monetary union,
Poland must ensure full independence of its central bank

Social policy and employment
Poland: The acquis on health and safety at work, 

Estonia and Poland with labour law

Environment policy, 
Estonia: Legal alignment on air and waste management, nature protection, industrial pollution, radiation.

Enhance efforts in specific fields:
Nature protection and industrial pollution: Poland.

Legal framework on Structural Funds, including public procurement, state aid and environmental protection.
Estonia, Latvia and Poland in particular.

Justice and home affairs 
Poland needs to continue to strengthen external borders. 

Estonia and Latvia Improve personal data protection. 

Poland: EU visa policy

Latvia and Lithuania: Migration policy. 

Lithuania and Latvia: acquis on asylum. 

Lithuania: Police cooperation to combat organised crime. 

The Baltic States and Poland: more fight against fraud, corruption and money laundering

Latvia and Poland: Fight against drugs.

EU to enforce external border protection

The European Commission has been given the go-ahead from EU Home Affairs Ministers to come up with a proposal in November on the creation of an agency for the management of external borders. This agency will coordinate the existing centres on land-border control, air-border control and the two possible maritime centres of border control that are about to be created.

Justice and Home affairs Commissioner Antonio Vitorino stressed that the agency "does not replace the responsibility of Member states to be in charge of their own border controls" but the aim is to have a more "coherent and efficient coordination" of all the centres.

Although he emphasised that the agency is not an EU border guard -some member states are not convinced. Sweden, for one, is concerned that it could be the first step towards such a guard.

The total cost of the project is estimated at €140 million. €80 million have already been set aside from the 2004-2006 EU budget.

There will also be close co-operation with third countries so as to tightly monitor areas outside EU borders. 

Source: EUOBSERVER / BRUSSELS

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania members of the Nordic Council?

The Swedish Parliament will discuss a proposal on inviting the Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania) to become members of the Nordic Council. 

The Nordic Council and the Baltic Assembly already have close co-operation and visit each others meetings. To invite the Baltic Countries as members would increase the co-operation further

Source: Nordic Council Newsletter.

Baltic Sea Region Trade Statistics

The Baltic Sea Region is forming a surprisingly clear economic area of its own, a kind of economic sub-region of the European Economic Area. There are approximately 84 million people living in the area, and the total GDP exceeds USD 830 billion. This means 22% of the population of the EU and approximately 11% of the total GDP of the EU. An economic study of the areas surrounding the Baltic Sea shows that there is a clear interdependency between different areas. This is particularly visible in the increased significance of mutual trade. On the basis of so-called Gravity Model calculations, the volume of trade between the Baltic Sea Region countries is approximately 40% higher than it should be numerically.

Source: BCCA

2004 - the Year of Education through Sports

The European Union has proclaimed the year 2004 as the Year of Education and Sports.

“Education and sport have always had a strong link: from the ancient Olympic Games to today's traditional rowing competition between the two of world's most prominent universities Oxford and Cambridge, sport and competition have always been an important part of education.”, the EU says in a comment. 

The need of the year is also highlighted by the fact that a pupil spends an average nine hours per day in a laying position, five hours in a sitting position and additional five hours in a standing position. Only one hour remains for physical activity - already containing everyday physical activities such as walking the distance to the restrooms. This leaves a vanishing part of the day for sport - with alarming consequences: up to 80% of all eight to eighteen year old children spend thirty hours per week in front of the computer screen or the TV. Therefore it is not surprising that the average performance in school is deteriorating and the percentage of children suffering of obesity is increasing: for example, in 1975 four percent of children in Germany were overweight - today every fourth child is affected.

A new home-page has been opened for the initiative. It can be found at:

http://www.eyes-2004.info/244.0.html
The search is on for EU personnel from Latvia

The European Commission is aiming to recruit some 155 officials from Latvia over the first seven years after accession, on the basis of the EU recruitment targets set for each new member states on the basis of population, votes in Council and seats in the European Parliament. So far, 29 Latvians have been recruited to non-permanent posts, and recruitment procedures are now underway for permanent posts: the recruitment of linguists has already started, and the first exams for administrators will start in December. This is what European Commission Vice-President Neil Kinnock stressed during his meeting with senior Latvian politicians on a visit to Riga last week. Commenting on his meetings, Kinnock said: "Enlargement is now just a few months away and preparations are in full swing. It is clearly crucial for the Commission to discuss with the Latvian administration the changes that we have been making as an organisation, and to listen to their opinions on the challenges that are still ahead of us. One of the basic reasons we are undertaking the modernisation and reform process is to prepare for the operational challenges arising from the admission of ten new member states."

Source: Enlargement weekly

European Constitution Referenda

The European Constitution might be subject to referenda in half of the EU member states. 

Six countries have already declared definitively, that they will consult their citizens, namely Czech Republic, Denmark, Ireland, Luxembourg, Portugal, and Spain. 

If having a referendum on the European Constitution, it is most likely to take place on the same day as the European Parliament elections are held, 10-13 June 2004.

Source: EU Observer.com

Swedes do not wish to have a direct say on EU Constitution

A recent poll found that only 36 per cent the Swedish people surveyed wished for a referendum on the EU Constitution, while 52 per cent were in favour of its adoption by the Swedish national parliament. 

The governing Social Democrats claim that the draft EU Constitution does not have any effects on the Swedish Constitution, and, therefore, a referendum is not needed.

The Swedish delegation to the European Convention was the only delegation that was unanimous on the view that referenda should not be held on the draft Constitution.

Source: EurActiv, EU Observer.com

Kaliningrad - Lithuania

Lithuania has opened a new checkpoint on the border with Kaliningrad, at Kudirkos Naumiestis, securing a 31.5-kilometre strip. The new post, which was opened by the country's President, Rolandas Paksas, is part of Lithuania's plan to manage the Lithuanian border in line with EU standards.

Source: Enlargement weekly

The Øresund region is a part of the Baltic Sea Region

The former Danish Minister of Foreign Affairs and chairman of Baltic Development Forum, Mr. Uffe Ellemann-Jensen warns against unilaterally position Copenhagen and South Sweden on the global market. Instead the Öresund region should be marketed as a part of the Baltic Sea Region 

Regardless how it is measured, the Öresund region does not reach the level of the Hamburg region. Copenhagen, Hamburg and Stockholm should get together and define areas that are feasible for co-operation. 

The perspectives of the Öresund region are very bright, having a growth above European general growth.

Source: Berlingske Tidende

Öresund region: More integration after new tax agreement. 

The Swedish and Danish governments have agreed on an improved tax reform that will facilitate the integration of the Öresund region between south Sweden and the Copenhagen region. The new tax regulation makes working in one country and living in the other country much easier. One of the greatest problems with creating an integrated labour market in the Öresund region has been the differences in tax legislation. About 3 000 persons in the Öresund region work and live in different countries, and the number is growing.

The next step is to create a uniform fare and information system for the public transport covering the whole Öresund region. 

Source: News from Öresund (NFÖ) 

Next BSSSC meeting in South Sweden

Skåne, the most southernmost region of Sweden, will host the next BSSSC (Baltic Sea States Subregional Cooperation) 12th conference in October 2004. The chairman of the South Sweden Region Board, Mr. Uno Aldengren comments: “2004 will be an interesting year for the Baltic Sea Region. Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland will be EU members”

Source: News from Öresund (NFÖ)

SMS – A tool for municipal information

Everyday more than two million SMS-messages is exchanged in Denmark alone, and especially young persons use SMS. Kolding municipality and several local cultural institutions will now utlise this and send short messages from the municipality, the library and other cultural institutions. 

The system is ready to be used at Kolding home-page, and any interested can register. 

”I presume that the Music school will be the first to use the technology”, Mr. Peter Olesen, the Kolding Web-master says. “Instead of calling the pupils in case of cancellations, they will get an automatised SMS. Each SMS will cost about 1 DKR, but on the other hand the staff will spend less time in the phone, and the citizens will get information faster.” 

Source: Kolding municipality newsletter







_1005995699

