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INTRODUCTION

Research has shown that fewer children are walking to school everyday. Why is it so important to walk to school?

It’s educational – walking to school can help children build independence, road safety and social skills. While walking to school children can meet more often with their classmates.

It’s healthy – children need a sufficient amount of physical activity every day. The journey to/from school is an ideal time for children to be active – the more they walk the fitter and healthier they become. 

It’s better for the environment – while switching from the car to walking one can contribute to reduction of their carbon footprint.

Walking to school instead of being driven to school by parents is a chance for children to contribute to the improvement of the state of the environment as well as to the reduction of traffic congestion in the cities, making them safer and better places to live in.  

Walking to school is an excellent way to get people out and about on foot, it is also a great time for children to spend some real quality time with their parents or carers, socialising with friends and burning off their excess energy before starting their school day. 
The UBC Commission on Transportation has decided to announce the “Walk to School” Grant Competition for UBC member cities and award the initiatives that promote walking to school among pupils of primary schools. 

While distributing grants, the UBC Commission on Transportation will award projects which:
- introduce activities aimed at supporting, motivating and encouraging children and parents to 
   walk to school  

- introduce healthy lifestyle into the daily routine of pupils
- promote safe walking 

- promote sustainable urban mobility 

SUBJECT OF THE GRANT COMPETITION

A primary school or non-governmental organisation (NGO) willing to receive a grant in the “Walk to School” grant session should prepare a project/programme concerning promotion of walking on the way to school for pupils of primary schools. The project should be realized within the school year 2012/2013.  

The project/programme should comply with the above mentioned aims of the UBC Commission on Transportation grant competition.

[image: image4.wmf] 


                                                below 



  

      (  Introducing a project/programme actively supporting and motivating children and 
             parents to walk to school  
· Organizing events connected with the topic “Walk to School”

· Designing and developing a website promoting walking to school 

· Developing a map of children’s routes to school (to increase road safety)

· Preparing leaflets, posters or articles promoting “Walk to School” project
RULES OF PARTICIPATION

1. Eligibility 

The “Walk to School” grant competition is addressed to primary schools and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in the UBC member cities.  Only one school/NGO from a given UBC member city can participate in the contest. It is the City Hall/Council of a given UBC member city to decide which school/NGO will represent the city and thus participate in the competition. The chosen school/NGO will send its project proposal (must be submitted in English) to the respective City Hall/Council and the City Hall/Council will forward it to the UBC Commission on Transportation Secretariat.

2. Award
The UBC Commission on Transportation will award 3 best projects complying with the above mentioned priorities. The projects should be original and involve possibly many pupils of the school. The amount of the prize for the first place is 1500 euro, for the second place 1000 euro and for the third place 500 euro.
Please note that the realisation of the project must not be conditioned upon receiving 
a “Walk to School” grant, which means that applicants are obliged to carry out the project/programme even if they fail to receive the above mentioned grant.

3. UBC Promotion

The city which will be awarded a “Walk to School” grant is obliged to use the UBC logo in all publicity materials (press briefings, promotional materials, posters and web sites). The logo should always be accompanied by the following by-line: ”co-financed by the UBC Commission on Transportation”.

4. How to enter the competition

A school/NGO may only enter the competition by the agency of a City Hall/Council. The City Hall must fill in and send the application form (see enclosed) to the UBC Commission on Transportation Secretariat by e-mail: (ubctransport@gdynia.pl) or fax: (+48 58 668 82 10). 
5. Submission deadline






The completed application forms should be submitted by 15th  October 2012.

ASSESSEMENT OF APPLICATIONS

1. Project assessment criteria

The Commission on Transportation will check if the project has been submitted within the deadline by an eligible applicant and if it complies with the aims of the “Walk to School” grant competition. Then it will assess the quality of the project’s content. After that it will choose 3 best projects which in the most interesting way encourage to walking to school.

2. Announcement of results

The Decision of the UBC Commission on Transportation will have been announced by 25th   October 2012. The schools/NGOs taking part in the competition will be informed about the results by e-mail and the grants awarded will be transferred on the receipt of an invoice issued by the City Hall/Council which will then forward the money to the awarded school/NGO. The recipient of the award is responsible for complying with tax regulations connected with the received money award.

REPORTS

Schools/NGOs awarded a “Walk to School” grant are obliged to submit a report within 30 days from the project’s completion date. It should be written on a special form which will be attached to the announcement of results.

The reports should contain:

· a detailed description of the project’s realization
· a photographic portfolio (preferably digital photos)

· press cuttings (if available)

· financial documentation (copies of invoices showing what the grant has been spent on)

The reports should be sent by post to the following address:

Urząd Miasta Gdyni

UBC Commission on Transportation Secretariat

Al. Marsz. Piłsudskiego 52/54

81-382 Gdynia

Poland

“Walk to School”
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The project may encompass one or more of the initiatives 


aimed at promoting walking to school:
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