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HANSE SAIL 2012: Sail with us – from the 9th to the 12th of August 
Press release Bureau Hanse Sail 

12th August 2012

„A Sail where everything was just right!“

The mayor of the Hanseatic City of Rostock, Roland Methling, knows every Hanse Sail since 1991: “The 22nd belongs to the best I have experienced so far. This was a Sail where everything worked out. Just like the weather which has caused a lot of inconveniences in the past with rain and fog. This year we could start the regattas, the Hajkutter as well as the traditional sailing ship one. The overall pictures in front of Warnemünde delighted the 25.000 participating sailors and the visitors on the moles and at the beach. The Sail has its reputation as a friendly, people connecting event solidified. More than one dozen national and international TV-teams made the pictures from off- and onshore as well as from the air accessible to millions of people. 
It makes me and my co-workers of the administration of the city, who I would like to thank as well as the hundreds of voluntary workers, proud that high level foreign guests, such as the Japanese ambassador, the major of Ankara or the French military attaché enjoyed and where excited about the Hanse Sail. Additionally this Sail will go down in history because the current Federal President, Joachim Gauck, received the honorary citizenship for his engagement in human rights and politics and opened the Sail 2012."
“More is not possible!” concludes the chief of the Hanse Sail Bureau. “We want to be cautious about a superlative, but the number of participants, especially of the water airplane flights which had 60% higher demand than last year and the many 'Open-Ship'-visitors are a very good result.” This was paired up with a friendly and very positive mood of the more than one million visitors. All this is a very nice pay off to one year of intensive work of the organizing Hanse Sail office and the numerous partners. “At the end I’m very content about the experience of another peaceful festival. Our concept, that we have again extended this year, for instance with the program for the kids, makes the Hanse Sail more attractive for a broad audience. The sail is truly a festival for everybody in a classical sense.” 
The final press conference of the 22nd Hanse Sail took place on the four mast barquentine “Star Flyer” (1991), which was the first time in Rostock. The director of the police, Michael Ebert, emphasized the very calm atmosphere during the Sail which was noticeable because of the low amount of work in comparison to the past maritime events. “That was due to the weather which was neither too warm nor to cold”, says Peter Christian Gliem of the hanseatic brewery Rostock, long term sponsor of the Hanse Sail. “We are 365 days a year partner of the Hanse Sail!” John Will of the shipping company “Star Clipper” assesses this year’s program of the cruise ship in the Baltic Sea as successful. “Highlights were, without any doubts the trips with the ‘Star Flyer’ towards and during the Hanse Sail. Our passengers were impressed. We’ll come back in 2013!” Roland Methling took advantage of the situation and handed over the badge for the premiere of the ship in the harbor of Rostock to the captain, Jürgern Müller-Cyran.

Traditional and new elements characterized the 22nd Hanse Sail 
The fleet of the 222 guest vessels of this year’s Sail were attracting visitors just like magnets. There were 3.500 interested visitors on the 86 year old "Kruzenshtern" from the 7th to the 10th August 2012. Both trips on the 115 meter long vessel where sold out on the 11th August. 

For the first time people could visit the swimming crane “Langer Heinrich” at the city harbor. 1.300 visitors took advantage and will spread the word for the beautiful crane. The German navy is a partner of the Hanse Sail since 1991, adds value and benefits from the maritime event. All in all there were 25.000 visitors looking at the different performances during the ‘open-base’, such as the navy helicopter “Sea King”. At the passenger quay in Warnemünde was the “Rheinland Pfalz”, which attracted 6.000 visitors on board on Friday. On the 1st of April 2013 the ship will retire, confirms the captain Dirk Janowski. 
Thanks to the upgraded program and the good connection of the area of the former Neptun ship yard by the CITTI Kids- and Fun-park near the “Georg Büchner” the Sailing Stadium had a good response. “Plenty of events where people could actively participate were received very positively” reports Mike Knobloch of the Hanse Sail Bureau. “Very attractive was the Modern Sailing Cup of the skiff-class which offered spectacular pictures.” Numerous competitions were organized in the Sailing Stadium with the kind support of Eurawasser. The partner city award was won by Ole Blumenthal (14) from the “Rostocker Yacht Club” with the optimist “Riga” from the “Winnerteam Germany”. At the children’s cup of the optimists won Friedrich Rüsch (10) from the Sailing Club Turbine Rostock. Surprised looks received “Hydra” – a sportive five mast vessel. The one-hand catamaran has no back and front and can sail in both directions. But there is only one direction of the Hanse Sail: The 23rd will take place from the 8th to the 11th August 2013.
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