INTERNATIONAL PROJECT OF ARTS “MUSES OF THE SEA“
Klaipeda, Lithuania,
October 1, 2011

Project description

The project to be held  annually “Muses of the Sea“, dedicated to the International Day of Music, is a new initiative of Klaipeda State Musical Theatre (KSMT) which aims at establishing and maintaining relations with foreign institutions of culture and art. The main goal is cooperation with member cities of the Union of the Baltic Cities and coastal twin-cities of Klaipeda, the UBC members. The logo of the UBC would be used on all related marketing materials.  In 2011 this would become the first project in a series of inter-cultural projects, based on the marine identity concept, when the sea is perceived like a medium that unites nations, states, historical periods, art traditions, and also as the source of inspiration and major topic of artists’ creation.  
The project “Muses of the Sea” will consist of a few parts – introductions of artists’ creation from the Baltic port-cities, projects of the synthesis of several branches of arts, exhibitions, discussions, premier nights of special creations.    
The year 2011 is the 20th anniversary when the idea to establish the Union of the Baltic Cities was born, and Klaipeda together with some cities from Sweden, Poland, Latvia, Denmark, Germany and other Baltic sea towns became its member. This geographically closest to us region is unfortunately not widely known from the artistic, particularly musical point of view. Therefore, on the occasion of the International Day of Music we plan to arrange a joint concert program, where selected works of the Baltic Sea Region traditional and modern music would be performed by KSMT symphonic orchestra together with invited performers. The program will tend to be comprehensive – it will include elements of choreography, the music will be synchronized with video projections. It is also planned to arrange an exhibition of the Baltic painters’ works, an open seminar –discussion on the topic of the Baltic music and a concert of modern electronic music with participation of several Baltic disc jockeys and KSMT performers.    
Project audience
The project is oriented to socially active, educated audience, interested not only in the history of the Baltic  and Klaipeda regions, but also in contemporary culture. The project comprising several original parts would attract many people interested in different spheres of art. Among major attractions would be the symphonic orchestra of KSMT, since its concerts are arranged rather rarely. Youth will be attracted by the concert of electronic music with participation of DJs from abroad and KSMT performers (soloists, instrumentalists and choreographers).  
Project objectives

Long-term objectives:

1. The establishment and development of cultural contacts with foreign partners. 

2. Annual presentation of professional art projects with Klaipeda twin-cities thus promoting inter-cultural cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region and making the name of Klaipeda and its Music Theatre famous  abroad.

3. Propagation of maritime identity awareness. Introduction to the public cities of different maritime identities.

Tasks and measures for the project in 2011
1. To collect the project participants’ team from Klaipeda Music Theatre collective, partners from UBC cities and twin-cities: the proposed by them artists / collectives (music and visual arts), theoreticians.

2. To select and prepare a musical program representing the development of music in the Baltic Sea region and contemporary creators.
3. The musical part will be supplemented by video projections, the content of which will be documentaries and /or  modern visual arts of the Baltic region.

4. On the basis of proposals from the UBC cities, to arrange photography/painting /sculpture/ jewelry exhibition (cooperation with Klaipeda Culture Communication Center and Baltic Art Center. Several artists are invited.
5. To arrange an open meeting with the invited artists, critics, performers and public men of the Baltic Sea region.
6. To arrange a final event of the project  ”Muses of the Sea 2011” in one of Klaipeda clubs with invited DJs and a joint program with KSMT performers.
7. To take care of publicity (publications, information in Lithuanian and foreign press, marketing activities, press conference, etc.)   
INVITED GUEST PERFORMERS FROM THE UBC
From the received proposals  7-10  performers will be selected: 

· Chamber music group ( classical / modern, old or World music genres)

· Instrumentalist / vocalist (solo) to perform a program of the Baltic region composers with Klaipeda State Musical Theatre orchestra.
· Video artist make visualizations for the concert
· Two - three DJs for contemporary music project in one of Klaipeda music clubs.   
The Organizers would cover the expenses for travel and  accommodation, and  pay the negotiated salary for the guest performers. 
Expected results of the Project
The first project will help various artists from UBC cities entering into friendly relations and create good prospects for future cooperation. The Baltic arts will be introduced to Klaipeda audience by a joint program, and will create a possibility for  Klaipeda Music Theatre  to arrange its performances abroad  in the future. 
It is expected that “Muses of the Sea” will become a long term tradition of KSMT dedicated to the International Day of Music to be arranged for the 1st of October each year and will result in a lot of interesting and meaningful cultural projects prepared together with artists from the Baltic Sea Region.      
The project idea might later be developed further by attracting port cities from other maritime regions (i.e. the  North Sea, the Mediterranean, the Red Sea, the Japanese Sea, etc.)  - this way the concept of maritime identity and mentality as well as the variants of their expression in art would be extended.

Project partners 

Klaipeda Musical Theatre

Klaipeda City Municipality Administration

Consulates of the Baltic Sea Region in Klaipeda
The Union of the Baltic Cities  (cultural centers, art institutions, artists, performers, etc. from the UBC cities) 

Klaipeda Culture Communication Center

Baltic Art Center ( Visby, Sweden)

Gallery “Terra Recognita“  (Vilnius)

Financed  by Klaipeda City 

Expected financial support from local sponsors, Embassies
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