Liepāja Society of Blind (LSB) was founded in 1956 to consolidate people who have visual impairments, to provide social rehabilitation, cultural activities and working places. After dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1990 work of LSB was resumed again in 1999. 

Mission of LSB is to work for and serve people with disabilities, taking care of their needs and facilitating their participation so that everybody is involved, has sense of belonging and feels useful. We believe that people with serious health problems not only want but also can have an active social life and can be involved in various activities. Our goal is to offer them support and create equal opportunities for learning, working, recreation and doing sports. 

We are looking for partners from Estonia, Finland or Sweden for a project “The improvement of civic participation of the groups subjected to social exclusion” (to be submitted to Central Baltic INTERREG IV Programme 2007-2013)

Our aim is to establish a network of NGOs and municipalities to create better urban environment for people with different disabilities through increasing public awareness and implementation of the principles of Universal Design in everyday life. 
The following activities are scheduled in this project:

· the development of the “Rooms of the Senses” and “Mobile Park of the Senses” (this is an innovative approach allowing the ordinary people e.g. pupils, designers of city environment and officials to experience and comprehend conditions how people with disabilities feel in unadapted environment);
· a pilot project – upgrading one span of a street in Liepāja fully in line with the principles of Universal Design (these principles are necessary to ensure that  unimpeded movement possibilities for people with different disabilities);
· another pilot project – make one section of the beach adapted so that the people with disabilities could get into the Baltic Sea (providing a possibility for swimming and other open air recreation activities for people with different disabilities);

· seminars and workshops with participation of experts, designers of city environment and officials. This project envisages that participants will test conditions and experience the senses provided by the “Mobile Park of the Senses”.

· Other eligible activities are possible to be agreed with potential partners.  

Eligible territory of Programme:
· Estonia - Kesk-Eesti (Järvamaa, Lääne-Virumaa, Raplamaa) Kirde-Eesti (Ida-Virumaa), Lääne-Eesti (Hiiumaa, Läänemaa, Pärnumaa, Saaremaa), Põhja-Eesti (Harjumaa);
· Finland - Itä-Uusimaa, Kymenlaakso, Uusimaa, Varsinais-Suomi, Åland;

· Sweden - Gotlands län, Gävleborg län, Östergötlands län, Södermanlands län, Stockholms län, Uppsala län;

· Latvia – Kurzeme, Rīga

If you are interested to join this project, please contact us till  July 31, 2010:  

Liepāja Society of Blind (www.redzigaismu.lv) 

Arvils Jākabsons

E-mail: arvils.jakabsons@inbox.lv

Mobile phone: +371 2 9207087

Skype: arvils.jakabsons

