







Słupsk, 7 January 2010 

BPE.XII.0717-2-1/10









Mr









Paweł ŻABOKLICKI









SECRETARY GENERAL









Union of the Baltic Cities

I would kindly like to ask the Union of the Baltic Cities to take Honorary Patronage of the International Festival 'The Sound of the Sea'- the only such festival in the world.

It might appear that each sea and ocean in the world sounds the same, but there is beauty and uniqueness of various places on our globe in this apparent similarity. This illusion of similarity is mainly caused by imperfection of our memory as well as our imagination. It is known that huge masses of water blown by the wind, sound through great spaces, but are they really the same everywhere?

They aren't! There are different circumstances of how this sound emerges, other elements appear such as sea bottom or shore type, forests, sand dunes or different cliffs. Some beaches are extensive and wide, others end quickly, just behind the seaside. Some are sandy, others – rocky, all this has a significant impact on the sound which is being created.

People living in maritime areas can feel well the 'foreign' sea when they find themselves in a different place. They just hear it. If we could travel quickly from a Polish to Tunisian or Brazilian beach - we would also hear it. It seems impossible, but we have found a way to realise this idea. It's the 'The Sound of the Sea' Festival where one can listen to the sounds of the sea and ocean, at a one place and short time intervals, then compare and evaluate them.

The Festival is for maritime cities from all over the world, especially for those where beach and sea are an important element of economic activity, a part of well-being of its residents that attracts tourists from distant parts of the globe. The Festival will promote the most attractive maritime tourist places. The awarded cities may use the awards in their promoting campaigns.

In 2009 we held the first edition of the Festival. Jury has awarded A Coruna (Spain) first place. Kołobrzeg (Poland) won second place and Jarosławiec (Poland) won third place. 

This year we would like to organise another edition of the Festival for 'The World's Most Beautiful Sound of the Sea 2010'. Therefore, I would like you to help us with encouraging member cities to take part in the Festival.

I hope that my kind request will meet with positive response. Thank you in advance.

PROCEDURE

1. Each city may submit only one application with sea sound recording (an application can be sent by a local authority or by local and regional tourist organisations after they have received an approval by local government units). 

2. The application form should include a DVD recording, max. 3 minutes of sea sound with a static view. The recording should be without civilisational sounds. The recording may include nature sounds (sound of birds, storm, rain, etc). The application may be sent together with the city's promoting materials (booklets, albums, craft and others which are used to promote the region and country). The application must include the participant's approval to use the recording by the organisers for promotion purpose. 

3. The recording should contain the following information (place, time and conditions during recording):

· city name and detailed location of the recorded place (including geographical location)

· dates and time of recording

· wind strength and direction

· sea state

· type of coast (sandy/rocky beaches; rocky/ground cliff)

4. The completed application forms should be submitted by 15th September 2010 (postmark).

5. The application must be signed by the municipality.

6. Jury (musicians, sailors, travellers, travel agents) will assess recordings.

7. Awards: we will inform all contestants where and when presentations are to take place. 


The winner will receive the title 'The World's Most Beautiful Sound of the Sea 2010', 
Honorary Diploma and Cup. 


The other two best presentations will receive Honorary Diploma and Cup. All participants 
will receive a Diploma.


Jury may grant a Special Award.

The recordings should be sent by post to the following address:

Urząd Miejski w Słupsku

Plac Zwycięstwa 3

76-200 Słupsk

Poland

Contact person:

Agata Jasiul-Markowska

Coordinator 

City Promotion and European Integration Office

City Hall 

Słupsk/Poland

Anna Antonowicz

Subcoordinator

City Promotion and European Integration Office

City Hall 

Słupsk/Poland

tel: +48 59 84 88 441

fax: +48 59 84 88 341

e-mail: a.jasiul@um.slupsk.pl


a.antonowicz@um.slupsk.pl

promocja@um.slupsk.pl
APPLICATION FORM

International Festival 'The Sound of the Sea'

2010 

1. Applicant's details

Please fill in the following information:

Name:


Country:


Address:


Contact person:


Telephone: 


Fax:


E-mail:


2. Information about the recording

Please fill in the following information:

City/where the recording took place


Geographical location


Date and time of the recording


Wind strength and direction


Sea state


Type of coast (sandy/rocky beaches; rocky/ground cliff; other)


…...................................................                                               …...................................................               

Stamp and signature of a participant


       Stamp and signature of 








        the local authority's  









         representative

…...................................................   



        …...................................................   

City and date




        

        City and date


