UNION OF THE BALTIC CITIES

COMMISSION ON BUSINESS COOPERATION

Minutes of 10th Meeting

Kiel, Germany

4th June 2009

Participants:

1. Mr. Wolfgang Schmidt, Head of International Business Services of Kiel Business Development Corporation (Kiel, Germany)
2. Mr. Horst Nimtz, International Business Services of Kiel Business Development Corporation (Kiel, Germany)
3. Mr. Bjarke Wolmar, Managing Director of “Business Kolding” (Kolding, Denmark)
4. Ms. Kirsten Wilbour Christiansen, Project Manager of “Business Kolding” (Kolding, Denmark)

5. Ms. Majbritt Jacobsen, Project Coordinator of “Business Kolding” (Kolding, Denmark)
6. Mr. Kari Loytty, Business development manager of Tredea Ltd. (Tampere, Finland)

7. Ms. Eeva-Liisa Koivumaki, Director International Services of Company Lykes Ltd. (Jyvaskyla, Finland)

8. Vyginta Poderyte-Martinkiene, Chief Specialist of Foreign Relations Division of Kaunas City Municipal Administration
Agenda:

1. Presentations of the participating cities 

2. Work Programme 2010-2011

3. Other issues
1. Presentations of the participating cities
The presentations were made by:
· Wolfgang Schmidt
· Bjarke Wolmar
· Kari Loytty
· Eeva-Liisa Koivumaki
· Vyginta Poderyte-Martinkiene

The presentations are to be published at the website http://www.ubc.net/commissions,23.html 
2. Work Programme 2010-2011

The preliminary Work Programme for the years 2010/2011 was projected as follows: 
· Concept of the international region marketing. 
Region marketing could be one of the topics preparing the applications for the EU funds.
· Science parks. 

There was a project dedicated to the topic of science parks. The project was financed by PHARE, the participants of the project were: Panevezys, Klaipeda (Lithuania) and Tampere (Finland). 

However, it is still an interesting topic, which should be developed further with the aim to ensure the effective exchange of experience and information increasing the competitiveness of the Baltic Sea Region.

· New contacts with the regions outside the Baltic Sea Region. 

By the end of June, the City of Kiel will prepare and mail out the general information on Cote d’Azur region. A visit of delegation of the Commission on Business Cooperation to Cote d’Azur region should be discussed and planned in the future.

· Projects financed by the EU funds. 
Seeking to get all the necessary information on the EU programmes that are appropriate to the activities of the Commission, an official from the EU structures should be invited to the next meeting of the Commission. Responsible cities: Kiel and Kolding
INTERREG IVB BSR could be a suitable programme as it is rather flexible and oriented to development projects. Business Kolding will analyse the information.

A plan of project topics should be prepared. Responsible person: Kirsten Wilbour Christiansen, Business Kolding.
There is a company in Tampere which prepares the applications and administrates the EU projects for no cost for participating parties, as the administration costs are covered by the EU. That could be an option preparing the applications. The topic should be defined by the Commission on Business Cooperation.

· New spheres of activities 
The purpose of the Commission is to be a platform for cooperation and exchange of ideas, a place giving a possibility to find new contacts, to apply and to implement projects financed by the EU.
Traditionally, the Commission on Business Cooperation meets once a year, but this issue could be adapted to the needs, as, for example, the Commission on Environment meets twice a year.
Quality of networking should be a priority, but not the quantity (of members or events). 

The participants agreed that there is a need to organize an international conference on the topic of science/ technical parks in order to exchange the examples of good practices.

Seeking to identify the most interesting topics to the UBC cities, the City of Kiel will prepare a questionnaire, which would be distributed to all the UBC contact persons.

One of other interesting issues could be entrepreneurship and its promotion.

3. Other issues
Next Meeting of UBC Commission on Business Cooperation is foreseen during the              X General Conference of UBC in Kristiansand, Norway. 

Minutes taken by: Vyginta Poderytė-Martinkienė

