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Summary of the UBC Young Voices Conference

15-18 May, Kalmar Sweden

Young people comprise nearly 30 % of the world’s population. It is crucial for all societies to establish a dialogue between the generations and involve young citizens in the decision-making processes. Before that background the youth work is an important aspect also in the international cooperation, and especially within the Baltic Sea Region – one of the most dynamic parts of the world today.

Being aware of it the city of Kalmar together with the Union of the Baltic Cities and the Baltic Sea Secretariat for Youth Affairs organised a conference “Young voices of the Baltic Sea Region” which took place in Kalmar on 15-18 May 2003.

The conference hosted around 100 youngsters and civil servants dealing with the youth issues from 8 countries and 34 cities in the Baltic Sea States, who discussed on the most important issues for young people of today and on the involvement and participation of youth on the local level. In the framework of the UBC’s cooperation project with the Lake Victoria Regional Local Authority Cooperation (LVRLAC) in Africa also 7 young people from the countries bordering the lake Victoria were invited to and participated in the conference.

The conference combined different forms and methods of experience and opinion exchange. Traditional seminars and workshops as well as brainstorming Opens Square form were used. The topics for discussion were based on the pre-study concerning the issues and problems essential for the young people conducted before the event in 20 cities in all 10 Baltic Sea Region countries. The basic part of the conference were six different workshops during which the participants expressed their views and ideas with the following results: 

1. How can you influence your city and school?

Co-chairs: 
Carl Bengtsson, Calmare Youth Council, Sweden



Marcin Piatkowski, Polish Scouting and Guiding Association, Sopot, Poland 

The workshop participants were mainly young people deriving from different countries around the Baltic Sea Region. During the workshop the participants got the possibility to exchange their experience and opinions concerning different ways and methods enabling young people to have a say on their local level. Together, we have come with some proposals for good forums where young people can have the influence on decision-making processes within their city or school.

Forms for participation:   
School:

· Student council

· Student boards

· Parents boards

Municipality:

· Youth council

· Youth Parliament

· Youth Co-ordinator

· Non-Government-Organisations 

We also discussed different problem areas for youth participations, those where:

· That there was a sense among youth that their opinions where ignored

· That there was a lack of opportunities for the young people

· That there also was a lack of encouragement and enthusiasm for youth work

· That a lot of people does not treat young people seriously

· That social issues is a problem area high on the young peoples agenda where HIV and drug problems was a few of them   

The discussion also led to one problem area that was a overlapping everything, and that was:


· How do we reach everyone? 

· How to include everyone in the youth participation forums?

Considering in this case all youth, including the ones who are not in school, are disabled in some way etc.

After finding this overall problem the discussion was aimed in the position of trying to solve this problems:


· We must raise young people's awareness concerning the possibilities of the influence on their local level

· It is important to organise open workshops in perhaps city squares aiming at awaking of  interest

· Education in schools concerning the democratic aspects, knowledge how and why to express the opinions and try to influence is essential already from the first school level

· Making concrete projects is important to be able to show what has been done and achieved

· Advertising what has been done and what is happening is a key to raise interest and awareness

· It is useful to send out different forms of questionnaires to find out the interests of the youths in the different areas

2. How can you affect the Union of the Baltic Cities?

Co-chairs: 
Sandra Weidemann, Baltic Sea Secretariat for Youth Affairs, Kiel, Germany

Charlotte Gustafsson, Youth Advisor, City of Kalmar

The workshop united young people from EU member and EU accession countries as well as civil servants and young people. They discussed the necessity of establishing a youth structure in the framework of UBC and the topics that are interesting for young people when looking for cooperation on the local level. Much focus was put on involvement of youngsters in the decision making process.

Conclusion:

The workshop participants developed a proposal to UBC concerning the involvement of young people. It asks for an annual conference for the youth, a youth network and a commission on youth cooperation and participation. Furthermore they ask the members of the UBC executive board to meet young people in every city they meet in with the aim to receive an impression of the views and ideas of young people towards their city.

It was pointed out that the main aim and benefit for young people concerning the cooperation possibilities is to be able to meet other youngsters from foreign cities, to have youth cooperation in different field like art or sport and to have the opportunity for concrete projects, e.g. school exchange, drama group exchange or meetings across country boarders.

3. How do you deal with politics and political organisations?

Co-chairs: 
Desiree Liljevall, Kalmar, Sweden

Przemyslaw Marchlewicz, Gdansk. Poland 
GOALS:

1. To give a message: “what young people think about politics” Audience: politicians.

2. To change the way of how young people think about politics. Politics is not that bad! Audience: youngsters!

EVALUATION OF THE WORKSHOP:

The main rule of the workshop was “to be 110% present”- take active part in the whole work. Of course everyone had a possibility to share with his opinions.  The group went through a hard decision making process to prepare a Statement. We started from different, sometimes very radical, opinions about politics and politicians, and then we had a long discussion that brought us to the decision about the statement. The process went as follows:

BAD ATTITUDE 


DISCUSSION



DECISION

A lot of ideas, 

→→        coming to conclusions   

  →→  acceptable for 

sometimes very radical







everyone

We decided that in this case, another part of the process, that we can call execution is not a role of the group. We all agreed that everything is politics. Democracy is sometimes very bad political system but nothing better was ever invented and therefore democratic tools should be used as often as possible.  All participants agreed that preliminary opinions that politics is nothing more than corruption and false promises were not totally correct. The role of medias is very important, although they very often show only scandals. In fact politics is a hard work and crazy game of decision making with lots of social limits for the politicians. Statement was the final “political” decision of the group. We all agreed that the audience of this statement should be as wide as it is only possible. 

STATEMENT

We, young people from Baltic Sea Region think that politicians of all levels are there for us although we can’t leave the responsibility only to them. The voice of young people should be listened to. To fulfill promises, politicians should work hard to make satisfying changes.

We do not always trust the politicians because they talk more than they act, often give false promises and therefore we very often get disappointed with them.

Politicians very often take care of their own interest and they do not think about the mission they have. 

Politicians very often do not respect, listen and encourage young people to take part in the political work.

They create an image that young people do not have any influence on decision making processes and young people believe they do not.

Politicians should not forget that they decide for the society.
Therefore politicians especially on a municipal level, should meet the needs of young people, listen to their opinions and encourage youth to take an active role in local politics. Meetings with youth, involving them in municipal work, establishing political youth projects, should be the key issues for local politicians. 

4. What is a youth friendly city?

Co-chairs: 
Annelie Gustavsson, Calmare Youth Council, Kalmar, Sweden

Anna Ohlsson, Calmare Youth Council, Kalmar, Sweden

The participants in this workshop were mainly young people from Poland, Africa, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Germany and Sweden but also civil servants from Poland, Germany and Estonia. The workshop was divided in three parts, in the first one we discussed what is a youth friendly city for you. The conclusions from this part were that youth friendly city is a city which:
· Invests in youth
· Gives the youth the opportunity to develop their ideas
· Have a forum where youth voices can be heard
· Building a structure that shows a concern to young peoples needs
· Pays attention what youth needs
· Has good education
· Has good entertainment for young people in different ages (music, sports, cinema etc)
· Respects the young people’s rights
· Supports the development of talented young people for example young people good at sport
· Lets the young people express their own lifestyle
· Lets the youth be a part of whole system (school, municipality)
In the second part we shortly talked about what the problems of young people are today in their cities. After that focused on what we want to see in a youth friendly city and the conclusions were:

· Investing in education (practical, influence, a horizontal relationship between pupils and teachers)

· A good Social care system

· A Youth Centre

· School-council, Crisis-group

· Youth coordinator 

· A good relationship between adult and youth. The youth need adults everywhere (as a friend)

· Sports and music events

· A youth radio station

· “Youth friendly districts” (Start at a level we can change tomorrow If we want to)

· Different-Generation Centre (where people in from different generations can meet)

· Whenever something is planned for the youth, be sure that youth can be a part in the process. 

5. What are your priorities in life?

Chair: 
Bjarne Rasmussen, Nykoping F, Denmark

Initially it was decided to expand the theme of the workshop from focusing just on "your priorities in life" or "your values" to also comprising "our priorities in life" or "our values". We followed this logic development process. The participants split into smaller groups

· Personal values - each participant thought about one personal core value (this is valuable / important to me) - then this personal value was presented to the other group members - and finally the personal values were presented to the other groups (see list 1 below)
· Group values - based on dialogue principles (active listening, mutual respect, common understanding, consensus etc.) the groups developed at set of common values (see list 2 below)
· Community values - the community could be the local community, in which you live, and/or the more global community like the Baltic Sea Region - in dialogue the groups developed at set of core values for the future youth cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region (see list 3 below)



List 1: Personal (individual) values:

· Education / knowledge

· Friendship

· Independence

· Exploration

· Self-realization

· Self-determination

List 2: Group values:

· Friendship

· Love

· Health

· Social security - stability

· Independence - freedom

· Knowledge

· Mutual understanding

· Tolerance

· Exploration

· Support

· Belonging - feeling of identity

List 3: Values for the future youth cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region

Youth Cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region

(     (
Local Youth Work
Our Common Values

#  Friendship  

#  Learning from each other / experience exchange

#  Knowledge - improvement of understanding and skills

#  Exploration

#  Tolerance

#  Belonging - a double identity: a common BSR identity is interacting with a diversity of individual identities 

Explanatory comments by the workshop moderator (Bjarne Rasmussen, Denmark)
# Friendship turned out to be to overarching value, the value that seems to be the most important one in the field of Youth Cooperation, at least if we are listening to the outcome of this workshop. It should be stressed that the list is a result of a consensus seeking process; everybody agreed on the items included in list No 3, and especially the importance of friendship, prior to all other values.

By focusing on not just "my own personal value", but on "our common values" list No 3 should be considered a recommendation for preparing a strategy or action programme for the future Youth Cooperation in the BSR.







Furthermore I learned from the dialogues - both in this workshop and in the square, in the corner "What is important for having a good life?" that the engagement behind commitment and cooperation among young people is closely linked to concrete activities that reflect their own personal values. This could be said to be the case for all persons, despite age, sex and culture. But I am convinced that especially in the case of young people, their core values should be in focus when developing the Youth Cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region. The determinating factor behind the motivation lies in the emotional intelligence of the young people !
Or to put it in another way. The cooperation structures, work modalities as well as the activities, should not simply be a copy of those being used or carried out by other, non-young organisations. Basically because they might be driven by other values, and perhaps having more socalled rational objectives.

6. How does the EU influence your daily life?

Chair: 
Anna Golec, BSSSC, Gdansk, Poland 

The workshop participants were mainly young people from candidate countries; only 2 of 10 participants were EU members (Swedes). 

In the WS we discussed 3 basic themes:

1.Do we know enough about the EU?

2.Does the EU influence life of young people?

3.What will be the results of the enlargement for young people in the Baltic Sea Region?

To get to know opinions of young people we used different methods: discussions, activating games, brainstorming. Since the majority of the participants were representing candidate countries, then we also had controversial discussions on the negative influence of the EU after enlargement.

The conclusions of the workshop are as follows:

1. EU has influence on almost all fields of young people’s life: education, work, social status, travelling abroad, financial possibilities, international contacts, ethnical issues, health and social care.

2. The EU has mainly a positive influence on young people’s life, especially in the following issues: free movement, international exchanges, access to bigger funds, recognitions of degrees, bigger labour market, more chances for higher standard of life.

3. Apart from positives we found also negative influence the EU has on young people: drugs, alcohol and crime movement, increased costs of life, ethnical problems, domination of bigger countries.

4. Still we think that there is not enough knowledge about EU among young people – we think that EU should use more innovative methods on information and promotion so as to make ideas of EU more popular and easy to understand for young people.

5. Concerning EU enlargement – we believe that young people are for the enlargement, but we also are aware of the threats it might bring. Still, we think that after enlargement the co-operation of young people in the Baltic Sea Region will remain important for us.
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