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UBC COMMISSION ON HEALTH AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Workshop on 

Baltic Cities and Migration

Problems ● Potentials ● Perspectives

and Commission’s Meeting
05-07 October, 2006 in Rostock

Introduction: Migration and Migration Politics in the Baltic Sea Region
Concerning the simultaneity of the demographic change and the crisis of the welfare state, the Western industrial countries face the challenge of defining their migration politics. Especially states which until recently did not belong to the immigration countries or which did not define themselves as immigration countries must find new ways of coping with immigration and integration. This concerns the Nordic states as well as the New German Bundesländer. Therefore, it seems useful to look at migration processes and migration policies of Baltic Sea states.
The countries featured in the UBC meeting show both similarities and differences. The Nordic welfare states in the Baltic Sea Region had a low percentage of foreign residential population until the 1980s. Traditionally, they are ethnically and religiously very homogeneous societies. Only between two and four per cent of the foreigners come from countries whose political, cultural and religious traditions differ strongly from those of the Nordic countries. As a consequence of the strong increase in the number of immigrants during the last decades, the topics ethnic minorities and immigration moved to the top of the political agendas and led to political reactions. 

The new German Bundesländer have – due to their GDR history – a much lower proportion of foreigners compared to the old German Bundesländer. They belong to the transformation states in which a rapid social change took place after the system change 1989/90. In the Eastern European Baltic Sea countries, migration movements are today much more complex than in previous years. They now constitute countries that send as well as receive migrants, therefore, migration and integration politics are expected to become matters of great importance.
The Workshop aims at discussing migration in the Baltic Sea region as non-classical immigration area – until now barely investigated in a comparative perspective. Some questions are: Which institutions deal with immigration in the selected states? Can specific migration politics be identified? Which threats, difficulties and positive integration experiences can be identified in cities of the Baltic sea region? What can we learn one from each other?
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      UBC COMMISSION 
     ON HEALTH AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Baltic Cities and Migration / Problems ● Potentials ● Perspectives

Workshop and Commission’s Meeting – 05 to 07 October, 2006 in Rostock

Agenda   (as of 22 August, 2006)
Thursday, 05 October 2006

afternoon 
arrivals


14.30
sightseeing walk (optional)

16.00
--------------------------------------- free time -------------------------------------

17.45
pick-up from the hotel
walk to the main building of the University of Rostock

18.00
University of Rostock
Main building / Universitätsplatz
Konzilzimmer
Welcome to the participants:
- K. Wohlgemuth, 
  UBC Commission on Health and Social Affairs
- Prof. DR. N. Werz

   University of Rostock, Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences /    
   Department for Political and Administrative Sciences

18.10
speeches
’Early modern urbanization and migration in the Baltic Region’
Prof. Dr. Kersten Krüger
 
18.30
‘Migration und migration politics in non-classical immigration countries –
Studies on the Baltic Sea Region’

Prof. Dr. Nikolaus Werz, Rostock University, 
Faculty on Business and Social Sciences

18.50
Short guided walk through historical sites of the University
ending at: Café am Kulturhistorischen Museum


19.30 
Get-Together dinner at
Café am Kulturhistorischen Museum
21.30
End of the dinner
individual walk/return to the hotel
Friday, 06 October 2006
08.30
Bus departure from Hotel
to: Waldemar Hof

09.00
Morning session
venue: Waldemar Hof

Opening of the meeting

Karin Wohlgemuth / UBC Commission on Health and Social Affairs


09.05
Welcome
Walter Kempf, managing director of Waldemarhof


09.10
Activity of the ABRO - Foreigners’ Assessment Council of the 
Hanseatic City of Rostock
Dr. M. Fakhouri, President

09.35
Statement from Sundsvall / Sweden

N.N.
10.00
Statemement from Kristiansand / Norway
N.N.

10.25
Further Statement

N.N.


10.50
-------------------------------- COFFEE BREAK ------------------------------------



11.10
Statement:
Reasons/causes for migration / 
procedence of migrants / migration movements
general analysis / 
effect on the Baltic sea region / subregions
Prof. Dr. Nikolaus Werz, University of Rostock, Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences / Department for Political and Administrative Sciences
11.35

Basic aims of migration policy
N.N.

13.00
------------------------------------ LUNCH BREAK ------------------------------------

inhouse restaurant


13.45
Guided inhouse project visit

‘Interkulturelles Zentrum Waldemar Hof’
Walter Kempf, managing director


14.30
End of guided visit

14.45
Bus departure to the city Hall
15.15
Workshop
venue: NBR 1a
Opportunities and threats connected with integration of migrant’s population 
How do we find support for concrete work in the city, study visits and joint work?
chair: N.N.
co-chair: M.A. Jenny Bonin, University of Rostock, Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences / Department for Political and Administrative Sciences

16.45 -------------------------------------- COFFEE BREAK --------------------------------



17.00
Continuation / Discussion


17.40
Conclusions


17.50
End of the Meeting

-------------------------------------- free time -----------------------------------------------
19.00
Bus transfer to Waldemar Hof


19.30
International Dinner at Waldemar Hof

20.30
Café Latino
- social meeting -


22.30
Bus departure from Waldemarhof to the hotel
(optional)

Saturday, 07 October 2006

08.00
Commissions’ Meeting
venue: hotel
chair: K. Wohlgemuth, Secretariat of the UBC Commission 
on Health and Social Affairs
10.00
departures

