PUBLISHEDBY THEUNION OF THE BALTIC CITIES

Srhe Pl B R 3R

AVISASEYWSIMS DR A= ST LS YA=MIASAISY An ABSIAe SOINTIA#STIIS LNGA# VSV WA= YIWI 1= s [AMLaMLE YL 34N Le MMMV L3 DSITONIMS e MIDTZ 7S« TIVASORNS
-EE%-E&%% e ERie T DEZTel Y eSAZIARN ggéggg% = ACHEHVSREN

sRIWTHIE Ve OAONOWYWs a7 4D38(11= VI Va3l = I3V YSSTINN qﬂ{bw?mqﬁm_mu_.az.ﬂmzqﬁ_xxngﬂxnmw&& e 8- [ b Ll sSYNIVAs Y ISTEY s VNOAS TV
= MWW HS T A -m{____ﬁd_x m,q__cm_Zf_._{u_‘-me_meI = DINISTIH N1V SdY Y H DH0RA IO« VINATD = ¥SHVYID=OWig13 -Emﬂ,qxzm_mnuu o A0 AT T T » SNHE VY = 0TV

T i

s T L



CHIEF EDITOR
Pawel Zaboklicki
#

ELNTORIAL BOARD
Fokey Sovardennniny
Seaifer Flifeivne
Sl dennasen
Adleing Moot
Lairs Blowngren
©
FOITORIAL ASSISTANTS
Fatlaedey Clvveaiadn
Bvane Sendgerske Belinul
*
PUBLISHER
Elaveny ol tle Bealide: Chiies
I e 24
R L e T
PO AND
fef iy wd® A8 37607
el peletd@ et oo pd
#
NEXTISSUES
Miite viedd Jov Hue coning fxeey

sweind v wewd by e folloanng

dleceliines: Mavedh 100 Aveposy |

angd Movewmber 1)
CONVERPICTURE
Coveen Crate e Crilearink

LBC Office
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Drear Members and Friends, pe

A

Some ol the most important months for the development of the Baltic Sea Area
hawe just passed since the foundation of our UBC. In May all prime ministers
metin Vishy o create a comimon declaration for the Baltic Region. At the same
time EL presented the Baltic Sea Region Inmsative. In July in Kalmar the Council
of the Baltic Sea States agreed on a programme lorour region. The context of
these three documents in general is very similar, which is encouraging for the
future development of e reaion,

The palicy of the governments and the EL has a strong influence on the policies
of the cites. The EU and the povemments sel prionities giving the cities operational
space and hopelully also money to act. There is, however, a need for the cities Lo
actinorder tomtluence the national policies and sirategies which are important Lo
the ciiies, Only then cines can increase local sell-determination and local
democracy, Democracy and sustainable development thrive in a decentralised
political system,

Unionofihe Baltic Cities participated in the Visby and Kalmar meetings and also
0 the two meetings ol our ministers of environment and ninisters of planning in
Stockholm in October as observers. During all these conferences we stressed
that the cities must have possibility 1o influence the future development. But we
also declared ourreadiness (o play an active role in the implementation of a Baltic
Sea Programoe on Uwe local Tevel,

Finally want 1o thank all of you who have taken active part in the work of our
Union during 1996, Dwish that the information Tew between cities will be ever
more enbanced with this renewed Balvie Cities Bulletin where all cities are welcomed
to send stories and information. ook forward w an eventful and exciting year
| 997 with many active cities.

Iwish all "Homo Balticus™
a MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Kalmar, December 19096

{
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Anders Engstiim
President
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Y ou are now reading the first

issue of the Baltic Cities Bul-
letin which starts a new phase
in the development of our com-
mon UBC Newsletter, The aim
15 1o gradually transform the UBC
newsletier towards a news maga-
| zine type of a journal, which can
' m a better way respond to the
needs and interests of the Union,

The major focus of the Baltic Cit-
ics Bulletin is still directed to in-
1 formation about the work of the
Union and the actions ol the mem-
bercities. More emphasis will,
however, be placed on covering
some specific fields of general in-
terest which will be presented as
main themes for each coming 1s-
sue. The cities are invited to ad-
dress these themes when sending
theirarticles to the Bulletin.

2 UBC 271006

=_ Renewal of the UBC Newsletter

- The process is on its way!

 Production Plan for 199
Bulletin  Deadline  Them
171997 March 10 Informati
- 2/1997  August1 oper
3/1997  November 10 Future scenarios for Baltic,
L Cooperation

e T e e et e —

From now on also stricter publi-
cation eriteria have to apply to the
stories that will be published in the
Bulletin, The material inflow to
the UBC Secretariat is constantly
mncreasing while the printing space
remains limited, so even though
the editonal board warmly wel-
comes news and information o
the Bulletin it is also forced really
to edit the matenal sent from all
the different sources, The aim is
1o publish as much
of the received in-
[ormation as pos-
sible, but some-
times the stories
may have 1o be
radically short-
ened, We believe
though that this
serves the best in-
terests of readers
and the whale in-
formation lNow
within and about
the Union of the
Baltic Cities,

The Editorial Board apart from Juhan Jamasson from lefi to right;
AHelmstecm, S Hilwvue, P.Zaboklicki, ESorakunnas, L Blomgren.

There is an imminent need to em-
ploy a professional journalist to
the UBC sccretarial, but so far
there are still not enough funds for
it. The search for funding possi
bilities has begun. For the time
being the editorial board is re-
sponsible for assisting the UBC
secretariat in the very practical
preparation of the Bulletin and so
far this is done with voluntary tme
and effort, so in other words we
are doing the best we can. All sto-
ries, news articles and mlommation
as well as comments and sugges-
tions for improvement of the Bul-
letin are very welcome! Anyone
whois interested i sending sto-
ries (o the next issues is kindly in-
vited to contact the Secretariat for
further details about the format
and design of the material,

We look forward to fruitful co-
operation with all member cities!

Editorial Board



I. UBC Today

15th Meeting of the UBC Executive

- Board approved new membership fees

The 15th Meeting of the Execu-

tive Board of the Union of the
Baltic Cities was held on the 2 1st
ol September 1996 in the City of
Piirmu in Estonia at the invitation
ol Mr Viiino Linde, the Mayor of
Pirnu. The meeting was attended
by members of the UBC Execu-
tive Board, chairmen of Union’s
working Commissions, repre-
sentatives of applying cities and
invited guests.

The meeting was opened by Mr
Anders Engstrom, the President
of the Union. President Engstrom
emphasized that this day 1s the fifth
anniversary of founding the UBC
in Gdansk on Seplember
21,1991, Mr Engstrom summa-
rized the five vears of Union’s
activities pointing out that during
this period the number of UBC
members has doubled. All partici-
pants sang Happy Birthday to the
Union of the Baltic Cities and
rinsed a toast to the Union’s suc-
cesstul future.

The Board accepted the applica-
tions from three more Baluc cit-
ies and the number of UBC mem-
ber cities now totals 65!

ACTIVITY REPORTS

M Slawomir Szafrasiski.
Srezecin, chairman of the Com-
mission on Culture reported from
the IV International UBC Art &
Culture Festival "ART OF
MUSICA™ held this vear in
Szezecin and informed about the
edition of international art maga-
zine “MARE ARTICUM™. Ms
Barbro Ejendal, Visby, reported
from the 2nd Working Session of
the Commission on Culture ttled
“Freedom of Expression - fn-
formation - Libraries™, organ-
1ized by the city of Visby on May
3-5, 1996.

Mr Mikko Jokinen, the co-chair-
man of the Commission on Envi-
rotment, highlighted the Mumei-

Board

pal Environmental Audit project,
course on recyeling in Gdansk,
Commission’s meeting in Kaunas
and UBC cnvirommental newslet-
ter. Mr Ulrich Bauermeister,
chairman of the Commission on
Social Affairs warmly invited all
member cities o the conference
on “Socil and Labonr Market
Folicy" 1o be held in Eostock on
6-7 March 1997,

M= Sonja Hilavo from Tampere,
chairman of the UBC Task Force
for Public Relations and Commu-
nication reported from the st
Task Force's Workshop, held in
Tampere on 31 May - 1 June
1996, which was attended by 50
participants from 29 member cit-
125,

Board ineeting salutes the 5th anniversary of the UBC,

UBC 2/1996 3



Mr Juhan Janusson, UBC Project
Manager, submitted report de-
scribing his work since XIV Ex-
ecutive Board Meeting in Kotka,
emhasizing the projects: UBC
Member Cities and the EU and
Integrated Management of
Coastal Zones.

MEMBLERSHIP FEES

Mr Pawet Zaboklicki, UBC Sec-
retary General, reminded the
Board about the proposal to
change UBC membership fee sys-
lem according to the number of
city inhabitants which was dis-
cussed at the 3rd UBC General
Conference held in Aarhus in
1995, The Contercnce authorized
then the Executive Board to ex-
amine anew system. InPiarmu the
Board decided to approve the
following new membership tee
system beginning from the vear
[997. Mr Zaboklicki also pre-
sented the budget proposal for
1997 based on new membership
fees. The Board approved the
budget.

RENEWAL OF THE NEWS-
LETTER

The Board discussed also the
wiays to develop UBC Newslel-
ter. The Secretary informed that
50 lar the UBC Newslelter has
been written by the staff of the
Secretariat in Gdarisk which has
very limited resources and no
professional journalistic back-
ground. To improve the content

4 LR 270900

1._'New me‘mhﬂrshm fee,gystem

A pmpma'i m chmge UBC membershjp fe& sjrat__ m acmrchng o
| nurnbcr of city mhablmnts was dxscussed b}r thc_-IH Gﬁneral Con- '

and the layout of the Newsletter
there is an obvious need to involve
professional journalist{s) in the
process of Newsletter produc-
thon.

Mr Dag Larsson, Deputy Mayor

of Stockholm, submitted a pro-
posal of the city of Stockholm to
assist in the Newsletter produc-
tion. The Board appointed (he
Secrelary, Communication Task
Force Chairman, UBC Project
Manager, UBC Environmental
Coordinator and Stockholm’s
representatives as a core of fu-
ture Newsletter’s editorial board.
The Board commissioned Mr
Juhan Janusson, UBC Project
Manager, to investigate possibili-
ties of external (EU} funding for
the development and future pro-
duction of the Newsletter.

'.Citj.r{mhabltan‘ts} e

: __; T WEST EAST
Upto 50.000 2.000 500
Upto 100.000 2.500 750
Upto 200.000 3,000 1.000
Upto 500.000 4.000 12,000
Over  500.000 5.000 2.000

NEXT MEETINGS

As regards the next UBC Gen-
eral Conference in Gdansk, 12-
[3 September 1997, the Board
decided the conference to be a
Baltic Sea Cooperation Forum
duning which major actors of Bal-
tic cooperation shall discuss the
future of the Baltic Sea Region.
LIRC shall invvite such institations
and organizations as: Council of
the Baltic Sea States, European
Commission, Baltic Parliamentary
Conference, Nordic Council,
Conference of Subregions,
VASAB 2010, HELCOM, Bal-
tic Sea Chamber of Commerce
among others.

Following the proposal of Mr Dag
Larsson, the next XVIMeeting of
the UBC Executive Board will be
heldin Stockholm on January 25,
1997,



- New UBC personnel introduced

The 14 Meeting of the Execu-

tive Board of the Union of the
Baltic Cities took place on April
13, 1996 in the City Hall of Kotka,
Finland, upon the invitation of Mr
Hannu Tapiola, Mayor of Kotka,
The meeting was attended by the
Exccutive Board members, chair-
men of UBC working Commis-
s101s, representatives of new cit-
ies and the gucsts, The Board
accepted seven new member cit-
ies after presentations made by the
representatives of those towns,

Mr Anders Engstrim, UBC
President, reported from the
meeting of the UBC Presidium
which was held in Gdansk. The
purpose of the meeting was (o

discuss the UBC Strategy of

Work 1996-1997 - Union’s
ground paper compiled by Ms
Sonja Hilavuo, chairman of UBC
Communication Task Force. Mr
inastrom stressed that adoption
of mentioned strategic document
i of high innpon e for the whole
Union. The Board unanimously
adopted the document.

NEW PERSONNEL

The President put forward a pro-
posal to employ a UBC Project
Manager, His responsibility would
be elaborating and managing dif-
ferent UBC projects cluding
submitting the applications for
project financing to various funds

The Board warmly welcomed seven new member civies,

and programmes, Mr Engstrim
informed that salary of UBC
Project Manager would be cov-
ered by SIDA (Swedish Interna-
tional Cooperation Development
Agency).

The city of Kalmar would pro-
vide the Project Manager with an
office, telephone, fax ete, The
President proposed that the UBC
would cover the travel, hotel and
conference costs of Project Man

ager during 1.5 year period. Mr
Engstrism proposed the candida-
ture of Mr Juhan Janusson to be
the UBC Project Manager and
the Board accepted the proposal.

I Mikko Jokinen, co-Chairman
of UBC Commission on Environ-
ment told the Board that the city
of Turku decided to allocate cer-
tain resources to open the Com-
mission’s Secretariat in Turku and
to employ the UBC Environmen-

tal Coordinator, Mr Jokinen in-
troduced Mr Esko Sorakunnas
who is employed as a coordina-
tor, Among other things his task
will be to manage UBC environ-
mental projects, promole coop-
eration between the member cit-
ies on the feld of environment and
produce UBC Environmental
Newsletter .

Additionally, Mr Pawel
Zaboklicki, UBC Secretary Gen-
eral, presented the financial report
of the Union for the year 1995,
The Board described the finan-
cial position of the Union as sat-
1sfactory and adopted the report.

Mr Zaboklicki also presented the
Report from the 11T UBC Gen-
eral Conference, held in Aarhus
in 1995,

UBC 2/1996 5
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Task Force for Public Relations and Communication

in high gear !

- The first meeting in Tampere was a success

M ore than 50 Task Foree par-
ticipants from 29 member cities
met in Tampere, Finland on May
31-June 1, 1996 to discuss com-
munication flow and public rela-
tions within and about the Union
ol the Baltic Cities, The 2-day-
seminar included expert lectures
on internal and external markelt-
ing and communication, publicity
and press relations as well as
Internet and World Wide Weh
issues. The idea was to give firm
background information for the
smiller working groups which af-
terwards discussed in details the
wiys how UBC member cities
can market themselves and their
projects and how they can be
active nodes in the UBC commu-
nication highway. The number of
participants excecded expecta-
tions and the group is constantly
growing as more and more cities
wanl Lo be part of this very func-
tional network,

BRAINSTORMING

All participants received the new
UBC Information Folder with
slides, contact numbers and other
useful background material about
the Union. The Task Force
brainstormed several conerete
ideas and gave invaluable input
[ar several future projects in the
field of communication, Forex-
ample a new UBC in Brief -bro-
chure/folder will be created for
the marketing of the Union and the
joint press release strategy will be
implemented inthe future, Also
a special Newsflash will appear
for rapid information exchange
between the cities first by fax and
then by e-mail. Also a special
Newsllash will appear for rapid
information exchange between the
cities first by fax and then by e-
mail. Inorder to facilitate project
formation between cities a Project
Curriculum Vitae will be com-
piled by each active member city.

T

Taking a break in the UBC Swrvival Trip,

fy LIRC 271006
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Secretary General opened the
HIEETing.

The cities will also gradually be
Joined together by an e-mail net-
work and a common World Wide
Web home page,

BOOSTING TEAM SPIRIT

On the lastday of the seminar the
Task Force members were in high
spirits and ready lor the last ac-
tion, It was tme for the great
UBC Survival Trip in the wilder-
ness of the Hell Lake Natural
Park. No one ventured to actu-
ally swim in the brisk water but
most daredeviled through the Hell
Cleft and some even absailed
down the 20 m steep cliff, Mr
Stawomir Szafranski the Chair
man of UBC Culture Commission
was among the first ones to try
this speedy downwards way.
After hiking, UBC Triviaand an
outdoors meal the seminar was
concluded and the group remains
looking forward to the next meet-
ing in 1997,

The Task Force on Communica-
tion and Public Relations is open



IS YOUR CITY ALREADY A TASK FORCE MEMBER?

for one member from each UBC
member city and it is an impor-
tant forum for developing direct
communication between member
cities, Task Force gives all active
cities an opportunity Lo affect and
contribute to the work of the Un-
ion and it can also been seen as a
fruithul platform for promoting dif-
ferent projects. Each City is
strongly adviced by the Presidium
and the Board of the Union to

cnroll an active participant to this
network, Ms Sonja Hilavuo, the
Chairman of the Task Force from
the City of Tampere, together with
the UBC Secretariat will answer
all questions regarding the Task
Force and the membership regis-
tration forms can also be otained
from these sources. Do not miss
out from this action!

The UBC Project Manager at your service

The UBCisa rapidly growing
organisation, with many new de-
mands on service 1o 1ts member
cities. 'This is the main reason for
the UBC to strengthen its orgami-
sation with a Project Manager.
Mr Juhan Janusson started his
work on 15" of April 1996, The
Swedish Ministry of Foreign Re-
lations has given the UBC funds
for his salary, the city of Kalmar
has provided all office equipment,
including computers, office space
ete, and the UBC pays all costs
related to travels. The main duty
for Mr Janusson is o catch up
project ideas from the cities, find
partners, formulate the 1deas to
concrete projects, financing and
project leaders, submit applica-
tion forms to relevant programs,
see that projects are started and
act as advisor to the project lead-
ers during the projects. Mr
Janusson 1s Estonian but born and

living in Sweden. That makes him
a good "Homos Balticus™ en-
hanced by the fact that his wife is
Dranish. Before starting his work
in the UBC, he had his own busi-
ness as Business Consultant as-
sisting Scandinavian companies to
dobusiness in Estonia and Latvia.

PROJECT ASSISTANCE

There is no actual lirmit on the sub-
ject of the projects. However,
typical UBC projects have in
commeon the fact that they are car-
ried out from a general cily per-
spective. Many member cities
must profit on the project, maybe
through dissemination to other cit-
1es or participation in large net-
works. Projects, that are specific
to maybe only one or very few
cities or where the cxperiences
are not relevant Lo more ﬂ]Hﬂ a
few UBC member cities, should

be carried out by the cities them-
selves.

One major aim is to use the ex-
pertise that exists in the cities, The
cities have a lot of experienced
experts of all kind so there s no
real need for consultants. That
makes the projects cheaper and
also more efficient. Funding for
the projects will mainly come from
Ell sources. However, in most of
the relevant EU programs the
UBC assuch is not eligible as ap-
plicant. 5ome UBC member city
must be Project Leader on be-
half of the UBC.,

ONGOING PROJECTS

The project "UBC Member Cit-
ies and the Buropean Union™ is
one of three projects of strategic
importance for the UBC member
cities, The two others are imple-

LBC 20006



mentation of Agenda 21 locally in
cities, as discussed at the infor-
mal meeting between the minis-
ters of environment in the Baltic
Sea Area in Stockholm last Oc-
tober, and the Coastal Zone Man

agement project in the Baltic Sea
South-East coast. These three
projects are described at another
place in this newsletter. Apart
from these, there is a number of
projects in various stages of
preparation. Early December
there will be a meeting orgainised
by the UBC Commission on Cul-

ture in Visby, where the project
“Freedom of Expression - Librar-
ies” will be discussed. Also, there
are project ideas regarding
wornen in cilies, aconlinuation ol
the UBC Youth Camps Project,
and others.

Wr Janusson invites all member
ities to contact lim on project
ideas. Hopetully there will be pos-
sibilities to create good projects
from the ideas. He can be con-
tacted as follows:

_irBGPchthanagcr
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Preparing member cities for the European Union
- EU funding granted for the project

Ammlg 121 funding applica-
tions submitted to the Baltic
Small Projects Facilities
(BSPK), 11 were approved.
One of those was the UBC
project "UBC Member Cities
and the European Union".

This project is of great strategic
importance for the UBC and the
member cities. The consequences
of entering the EU are substanual
for almost all fields of city achions,
and it is crucial to be prepared.
The need for this project may be
summirised as follows:

» More active and motivated ac-
tors in the Baltic Sea region are
necded 1o influence the govern-
ments during the EU evalua-
tion process, toshed light on the
Baltic Sea Region and to secure

b LI 2401996

that the EU pays more atten-
tion to Baltic Sea regional is-
sues.

¢ Fora successful implementa-
tion of the possibilities of the
EL, it is necessary to be pre-
pared to change and broaden
the working methods and ways
of thinking in the cities in order
to fully utilise the membership.
The strategic thinking of the cit
ies must be developed to match
the new perquisites a member-
ship gives,

* The ELl consists of a very com-
plicated web of various pro-
grams, rules, offices and insti-
tutions in a complex hierarchy.,
It is necessary for the UBC
member cities in countries that
are to enter the EU to learn
more about this systen.

» The membership of the EU will
also mean that the UBC mem-

ber cities in the countries in-
volved will have the possibility
to benefit from various pro-
grams and linancial funds that
are available in the EU. More
than 200 such programs exist.
More knowledge about this 18
certainly needed.

The fields of interest in this project

arc strategic as well as specific,

The strategic aspects arc for ex-

ample:

= Relation o EU legislation,

= Relation to own national goyv-
ernments compared with the re-
lations to other European na-
tions, regions and cities.

= Relation to European Institu-
tions.

 Participation in EU programs.

» Local government influence on
the EUJ and vice versa.




Each of the CEE members of the
Steenng Group will arrange a con-
ference or seminar to which all
cities in their respective countries
{in Poland possibly only North
Poland or the Baltic Sea rim) will
be invited. The purpose is 1o dis-
seminate the expericnces from the
project to other citics. The Swed-
ish Association of Local Authori-
ties has issued a hand-book for

local governments on EU issues

from local government point of

view. This will be edited and up-
dated and translated to Estonian,
Latvian, Lithuanian, Polish and
Russian, The financing of this ac-
tivity will be applied for from
Swedish sources, but the hand-
book will be an important com
plement to this project.

One city from each country will
participate in the project's
steering group. The members
of the steering group are: Co-
penhagen, Rostock, Szezecin,
Panevézys, Liepaja, Tallinn,
Tampere, Kalmar, Kalinin-
erad and Kristiansand.
Szezecin will be the project
leader together with the city of
Copenhagen.

UBC’s Coastal Management Project

le Baltic Sea South-East
Coast, defined as the coast
between Palanga, Lithuania,
and Leba, Poland, is an unique
coastal area in Europe, Very
few other areas in Europe show
such a mix of natural beauty,
large industrial cities, holiday
resorts, harbours, coastal 1a-
goons, military installations
and large river outlets.

However, the prerequisites for
cooperation are complicated and
unclear. Boundaries of three coun-
tries and numerous cities and other
local governments split the area
into pieces. In order to create a
maore sohid base for a sustainable
development, the local authorities
in all three countries should take
initiative and cooperate to secure
that appropriate consideration is
given to the whole area as such,
regardless of national boundanies,
The citizens of the cities must be
able to control their destiny in
these important questions of fu-
ture through their city govermments
and other organisations. Therefore

the UBC has taken an initiative to
a cooperation project in the re-
10,

CAN NATURE AND MAN
COOPERATE?

All human activity, when utilising
coastal natural resources, alTects
the coast. Therefore it must be
macle 1n a way that there is a bal-
ance between what nature can
offer and what man wishes and
needs, uses and misuses. The
walers outside the Baltic Sea
south-east coast are very impor-
tant fishing gromnes. But fishing is
often also competing with other
uses of the sea. The most ohvi-
ous is the use of the sea as dump-
ing ground for pollution from m-
dustry, agriculture and human set-
tlements located on the shore or
along the rivers.

During the [lirst phases of the pro-
posed project, the scientists and
researchers have the initiative,
collecting and compiling relevant
facts. Gradually the cities start dis-
cussing the findings and recom-

mendations and start implement-
ing the proposals in a feasible way
into the city system. Thus, a proc-
eas will start, which wiall eventu-
ally lead to a cooperation also in
the future.

One impartant task is to formu-
late threats and possihilities that
affect nature;

- Causes ol existing environmen
Lal problems.

- Impact of environmental meas-
Lres.

- Assessment of the impact on the
environment of plans and pro-
OTATTINCS.

- Evaluation of the effects of
socio-economic and natural
evolution.

The important aspect with this
document is again to create a con-
sensus between the participating
parties, and probably there will be
some fruitful discussion regarding
this.

Hekek

LBC 24006 9



Baltic Sea Conference
- Labour Market and Social Policy in the Baltic Sea Region

AII UBC nem-
ber cities are welcomed to
Rostock on the 6th and 7th of
March 1997.

The international conference on
labour market and social policy
in the Baltic Sea region is organ-
ized by the UBC-Office Rostock.
The conference is part of the
transnational project “Baltic Cit-
ies” supported by the European
Union’s PACTE Programme.
Participanls of the project are
Helsinki, Storstroem, Kalmar,
Liibeck and Rostock.

The focus of interest is exchange
of experience about labour mar-
ket projects, about activities of job
promotion, the introduction of
ideas and approaches to solutions
ol existing social problems and

developing of transnational co-
operation in these fields in differ-
ent countries around the Baltic
Sea. Approximately 120 partici-
pants are expected to gather at
the Baltic Conference in order (o
learn on the spot about various
projects. to discuss them and to
exchange experiences at work-
shops and project visits.

In connection with the conference
an exhibition “Market Place Bal-
tic Sea” will present labour mar-
ket projects for job promotion
and cconomy development, Rep-
resentatives of different countries
will be able Lo provide further
details to the exhibited projects.
Various EU Programmes will be
presented by a representative of
the EU Parliament.

We ask you to show your inter-
est in participation in time because
the hote] room capacity is limited.
The participation fee includes all

meals, visits and amounts to 1 20
DM for participants from East
European countries and 180 DM
for West European countries.
Accommodation will be reserve
in the conlerence hotel “Trihotel”,
single room 140 DM, double
room 100 DM. An official invita-
tion will be mailed to you.

For further details please contact:

Ms Petra Hamann.

City administration Rostock
UBC Office on Social Affairs
Hinter dem Rathaus 1
D-18050 Rostock

Germany ;

Tel. +49 381 3811452
Fax +49 381 3811913

4" Art Festival of the Union of the Baltic Cities
- Art of Musica in Szczecin 1996
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The aim of the Art of Musica

festival was to present jazz,
rock, folk, choir music and
street theatres performed by
young musicians.

Taotal budget for the event was
over 60.000 USD and 1t came
mainly from Szczecin's municipal
sources and from some sponsors.

“Art of Musica” was organised
by “Bejster, Przybylowicz™ com-
pany in cooperation with culture
clubs “Slowianin”, *13 Muscs
Club™, “Kantaro® Art Agency,
students clubs “Pinokio™ and
“Trans”, Music groups werc
mostly recommended by The
Baltic Music Network Associa-
tion and its country branches.



Bands and choirs from Denmark,
Sweden, Poland, Estonia, Russia,
Latvia and Norway pave very
good concerls. The events took
place in clubs, open air stages and
streets in the city. The festival in-

cluded open air and club concerts,
rock and classical music, break
dance, jazz and many other at-
tractions in beautiful surroundings,

In 1997 Festival will come to

(Gdynia where barogque music,
textile exhibition and sculpture
workshop will be the main part
of its programme. In 1998 Festi-
val will be organized by the City
of Kalmar in Sweden.

Freedom of Expression - Information - Libraries

- Baltic libraries join forces

i
-""1 he freedom of expression

and ideas is a powerful tool for
change. Never before have we
been as aware of this as now.
Modern technique has sud-
denly given thoughts elec-
tronic wings. They have flown
across the globe like never
before. Free thoughts are
threatening.” This was how the
Swedish Deputy Foreilgn Minis-
ter, Pierre Schori opened the con-
ference Freedom of Expression -
Information - Libraries in Visby
on the Baltic island of Gotland in
May 1996. The conlerence was
attended by politicians, cultural
alTairs directors, librarians and

writers from ten countries around
the Baltic Sea. The focus of the
conference was on the role of li-
braries in encouraging freedom of
expression and entering the infor-
mation society.

The Minister believed that public
librarics have a cenral role in re-
alising this cultare of full and free
thought. In libraries everyone can
enter a wider world, free of
charge. The library is the home of
wistlom and views, Tantasies and
lables, novels and news. He
pomnted out that public hibraries
can play an important part in con-
solidating democratization and

nation building since they carry the
national memories. Why clse
bother to bomb the National Li-
brary in Sarajevo?

Taan Kaplinski, Estonian writer,
stated: "I would not agree with the
idea of being a freedom of ex-
pression fundamentalist”, Free-
dom ol expression does not nec-
essarily and abways lead to posi-
tive changes in a society. The
world would be a better place if
some extremists didn 't have free-
dom of expression [or example
the Nazis. In the West the gaps
and setbacks in the freedom of
exXpression 15 not a burning issue,
more important is the advancing
commercialisation and concentra-
tion of media, The Internet gives
people inrich countries real free-
dom of Expression to reach an
audience. The result is that we are
already drowning in information
we neither need nor want - noise.

Peter Curman, a writer from Swe-
den, spoked of the advantages of
Internet. It's like a huge city - it
contains both garbage and chal-
lenges. On the Internet you can
build up forums for information
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and discussion. The Internet in li-
braries provides an enormous
opportunity.

ROLE OF LIBRARIES

Ivi Benma from the Estonian Na-
tional Library, started and talked
about the importance of anational
library for a small nation, During
the Soviet period literature was
destroyed or hidden. The Na-
tional Library opened up the hid-
den collections of literature again
as carly as 1989,

Tuula Haavisto from Finnish Li-
brary Association, stressed that 1i-
braries must ofTer their users ac-

cess (o Internet and other elec-
tronic media, If they do not they
will become marginalized.

Audrone Glosiene from Univer-
sity of Vilnius, explained that for
Lithuanians the book is deeply
connected with the struggle for
national and political independ-
ence. Today incompetent local
authonities have used their power
to close libraries.

Barbro Thomas from Swedish
Mational Council for Cultural Af-
Fairs said that libraries in the fu-
ture will play an importan role in
the development of I'T, by mak-
ing it available and accessible to
the end-users.

TO WHOM DO LIBRARIES
BELONG?

Some thought they belong o au-
thority, some that they belong to
the users. Others were afraid that
they will not belong to the future
if the interaction between librar-
tans and the decision makers does
not improve or il libraries lose the
fight with commercial nformation
providers. Participants also de-
cided to establish a network of
public libraries in UBC member
cities,

The next working session of the
UBC Commission on Culture will
be held in Kaliningrad on Sep-
tember 26-28, 1997,

Lots of environmental action taking place

Course on Recycling as an Element of Solid Waste Management

ThE courses and seminars on

environmental issues are
UBC contribution to the
HELCOM’s Baltic Sea Joint
Comprehensive Environmen-
tal Action Programme - espe-
cially to its 2nd component on
“Institutional Strengthening
and Human Resource Devel-
opment”, The Nordic Council
of Ministers granted UBC
with 550.000 DKK to imple-
ment the project.

The course on “Recycling as an
Element of Solid Waste Manage-
ment” was held on 28-31 August
1996 in Gdansk. It was a con-
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tinuation of the seminar held in
March in Riga under the same (i-
tle. The organizers of this course
were the cities of Gdaiisk and
Turku in cooperation with the
UBC Secretariat.

The Gdansk course was attended
by 40 participants representing 17
cities from Denmark, Estonia, Fin-
land, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland
and Sweden. The course was di-
rected to environmental decision-
makers from eastern cities, The
know-how was transferred by
experts from scandinavian men-
ber cities.

LECTURES AND CASE
STUDIES

The programme of the course in-
cluded interesting lectures on
curopean policy of waste reuse
and recyeling. Results achieved in
Denmark, especially in the city of
Aarhus, can serve as an example
of succesful implementation of
this policy described in the EU
document “Strategy of commaon
activities in waste management”.
The following priorities can be
found in this document: reduction
ol wasle amount, recycling, se-
cure dumping.



Second part of the seminar was
foreseen for the presentation of
the waste management situation in
participating western and eastern
cities, All cities have started the
work on modernizing their waste
management, These cities have
realized the necessity of recyeling
and the role of ecological educa-
tion, which 1s a prerequisite for
involving the citizens in source
separation of waste,

EXAMPLES OF VILNIUS
AND TURKU

A good example is the city of
Vilnius, where four districts were
equipped with separate hins for
paper, glass and plastics. All in-
habitants in those districis received
letters informing about the action,
Every two weeks there is aspe-
cial radio broadcast devoted to
recycling issues. The city of Turku

has also done a lot in the field of
ecological education, The pur-
pose of this education is to con-
vince the citizens about the neces-
sity of their active participation in
modern waste management.

Finally all participants visited the
landfill in Gdarisk Szaddtki. They
showed a big interestin oil con-
taminated waste composting
technologies, in which special
bakeries are being used.

Working meeting of the Commission on Environment

T]w Commission on Environ-

ment held its work meeting in
Kaunas, Lithuania, 13-14 Sep-
tember 1994. [t was attended
by 30 participanis from 11
member cities. Main themes
of the meeting were energy
issues, the UBC’s Municipal
Environmental Auditing -
praject and the activities of the
Commission on Environment.

ENERGY ISSUES

During the first day, Lithuanian
energy specialists presented the
sttuation in their country as well
as plans for promoting energy
saving, increasing the use of re-
newable energy sources, ete.
Representatives of the Danish
company I/S Midtkeaft provided
a presentation on the use of com-
bined encrgy production plants
using straw, biomass and even
municipal waste as fuel.

The meeting decided that the
Comrmission on Enviromment, Lo-
gether with the City of Kaunas,
should invite UBC member cities
toa meeting in spring 1997 deal-
ing with encrgy issues. The pur-
pose of this meeting should be to
investigate the nced for as well as
initiate cooperation among cities
on maore specific encrgy projects.
This could be the starting pomi for
aspecial Task Force on energy
issues - provided the necessary
specitic projects and ¢ities arc
represcnted.

ACVITIES

The main activities of the Com-
mission on Environment are the
Municipal Environmental Auditing
Project, which was started in
March 1996 and is proceeding as
planned. UBC’s training pro-
gramime will be finished once the
last of four courses and seminars

15 held in Licpaja in the end of
October, The first environmental
newsletter will be ready in No-
vernber,

EXCURSION

The participants visited the new
Kaunas wasle water treatment
plant, presently under construc-
tion. Once it is operational it shall
greatly improve the ecological
situation in Kaunas, The hosts
also presented Kaunas™“Babies”
Home", where a project on en-
crgy-saving and utilization of re-
newable energy sources is
planned to take place.

FUTURE MEETINGS
The chairman, Mr Carl Ni¢lsen
from Aarhus, closed the meeting

by saying that this was the first
actual meeting of the Commission
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on Environment and from now on
such a meeting should be organ-
1zed once a year, perhaps in con-
nection with the general meeting,

For lurther information on the

meeting or other activites of the
Comimission on Environment,
please contact UBC s environ-

mental coordinator, Mr Esko
Sorakunnas in Turku, Finland, fax:
+358 2 253 8613 or e-mail:
eskosorakunnas @ pp.weppi.fi.

* % i

. x [
Municipal Environmental Auditing - project *l

UBC s Commission on Envi-

ronment has, on March 1
1996, launched a project,
which aims at developing a
system for auditing environ-
mental performance in the cit-
ies. In the long run the plan will
support the development of
city specific environmental
strategies and their planning.
The project is directed towards
preventing environmental
problems and it supports sus-
tainable development in the
cities of the Baltic Sea area.

The project is being financed by
EU's Life-program and partly by
the Finnish Ministry of the
Environment.It is a part of
HELCOM s Baltic Sea Joint
Comprehensive Hnvironmental
Action Plan (JCP) and it is an-
other concrete input from UBC
as a lead party inimplementing of
the second point of the latter plan.

The MEA-project is based on the
concept of environmental audit,
which was originally developed in
the business world. In this project
the concept is revised to better
suit the cities of the Baltic Seare-
gion and the problems typical to
them. The objective is to create a
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reliable, comprehensive and im-
partial method to be used in
evahiating the state of environ-
ment and environmental
consequencies arsing from differ-
ent actions,

INTERNAL AND EXTER-
NAL AUDIT

Municipai environmental auditing
is a part of the environmental
management scheme, inwhich the
environmental performance of a
city is revised by external audi-
tors in an objective and docu-
mented way. The auditing will pro-
duce feedback relative to the en-
vironmental policy and manage-
ment system of the city. Twao ba-
sic types of auditing are internal
and external audits, An external
audit is basically a report of the
elfects of urban activities on the
state of the environment, while
nternal auditing concemns the city
itsell, its officers, regulations and
even public awareness and par-
ticipation in environmental mat-
ters.

The project will develop the
means of evaluating the leve] of
awareness the citizens and offi-
cials posess on the state of their

**‘k

environment. Furthermore, it will
prowide insight into whether or not
the level of knowledge enables the
rehiable assessment of projects
which have an influence on the
environment, MEA will also help
o make environmentally sustain-
able invesiment decisions in the
municipalities, detect the critical
covironmental 1ssues and reveal
the weaknesses in the cnviron-
mental behaviourof cities,

The cities of Turku and Helsinki
in Finland and Tallinn in Estonia
will, as members of the UBC, be
responsible for the project. The
first result of the project will be a
handbook on environmental au-
diting for Baltic Sea area cities,
The second goal is to carry out
the environmental auditing of
Tallinn, which will set an example
forother cities. The results will be
dissemninated to other Baltic Sea
cities for utilization in their own
activities, This will be achieved by
organising seminars and work-
shops in various cities.

For further information, please
contact Mr Ilppo Vuorinen, fax:
+358 2 253 8613 or e-mail:
ilppo.vuorinen @ pp.weppi.fior
Ms Kaja Hannus, fax: +372 6
579002,



Women at the Baltic Wheel

The third UBC Women's
Conference took place in
Karlskrona on May 8-10, 1996
and was dedicated 1o “The daily
life for women in the countries
around the Baltic”. The
conference was organized in
connection with the “Waomen Can
Exhibition™ held at the same time
in Karlskrona.

The meeting was attended by
arcamndd 4 women Trom Eslonia,
Lithuania. Russia. Poland,
Denmark and Sweden who
raised and discussed the following
qUEesLions:

abuse of women in
nowadays society,

alcohol and drug problems
AMOE WOmen,

tha

- treatment of drug addicts,

the conlference
participants took parl in
the seminars arranged within
the “"Women Can Exhibition®
as well as visited Datorteket
- the computer center which
handles the computer training
ol unemployed

hMoreover

Young

(e I',ll-l"I O

people in order to give them
competitive skills om the labour
market,

The Women's Network of the
UBC 15 a voluntary group of
women which deals with the
[ernale alfairs within the Union of
the Baltic Cities. Until now the
Network crganized two meetings
of that kind; the first UBC
Women's Conference titled
“Women and the Labour Market”
was held m Kaliningrad in May
1993 and the second one on

Members.

The Union has new Members !

The number of Union Members now totals 65 cities.
More cities decided to join the Union:

Horsens, Karlstad, Marichamn, Tartu and Vaasa.

We would like to warmly welcome these new cities
and wish them fruitful cooperation with all other UBC

Welvenme werdy of Rivgia Torngesit to the participanty of Karlsbrona

“Women around the Baltic - our
role in Agenda 21" took place in
Sundsvall in October 1995,

Already now we can announce
the next UBC Women's
conference which will take place
in Kalmar in May 1997 in the
association  with 600"
anniversary of Kalmar Union and
“Nordic Women 19977 week.

For more information about the
LBC Women' s Network and the
list of addresses, please contact:

Mrs Hjirdis Hoglund
Fredsgal. 24 C

832 35 Sundsvall
Sweden

Tel/Fax + 46 60 12224 |

Murs Birgitta Tomgvist
Salto Torg 2 A

371 37 Karlskrona
Sweden

Tel. +46.455 80737
Fax +46 455 10364
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II. News and Views

Agenda 21 in the Baltic Sea Region

- Ministers Meetings in Stockholm

Thf: Ministers of Environment in

the Baltic Sea States met in
Stockholm on October 21*. That
meeting was followed by the con-
ference of the Baltuic Ministers of
Spatial Planning held on October
22,

Mr Anders Engstrom, President
ol the UBC, was invited Lo speak
at both of the ministerial confer-
ences. He was very warm-
heartedly received by the minis-
ters and of the rest of the delega-
tons.

The main topic during the discus-
sion between the environmental
ministers was implementation of

Agenda 2] in the Baltic Sea Re-
gion, The Agenda 21 must be
implementad locally. UBC is a
very good network Lo reach the
cities and Mr Anders Engstrim
stressed in his speech the need lor
the governments to co-operate
with the cities in this important task.

UBC will probably get an assign-
ment from the ministers o imple-
ment Agenda 21 through the UBC
network. The exact method will be
decided later, In his speech to the
Ministers of Envitonment, Mr
Anders Engstrom also specially
cmphasised the Baltic Sustainable
Cities Programme, at present car-
ricd out through the Commission

on Environment. Also, strong sup-
port was given (o the Helsinki
Commission.

Mr Anders Engstrom also deliv-
ered a speech to the Ministers of
Planning. He emphasized the
UBC network and the need for
botlom-up perspective in physi-
cal planning. He also specially
mentioned the UBC Coastal
Mangement Praoject Proposal.

The Ministers of Planning adopted
a common recommandation [or
Spatial Planning of the Coastal
Zone in the Baltic Sea Region.
This is a detailed set of recom-
mendations, mainly worked out
by VASAB.

Prime Ministers meet in Visby
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Teu Prime Ministers from all

Baltic Sea States met in Vishy
last May to discuss the devel-
opment in the Baltic Sea re-
gion, together with the presi-
dents of the European Council
and the European Commission.

The meeting was unique in the
sense that there was a strong con-

sensus regarding key elements in
the development of the Baltic Sea
Region. They affinmed their sup-
port for the Baltic Searegion 1o
el its proper place in the new
Europe of co-operation and inte-
aration and recognised the impor-
tance for European stability of
ever closer links between the Bal-
tic Sea Region and the BEuropean
Union,



In the declaration of the meeting,
areas such as democracy and hu-
man rights, stability and sustain-
able development were en-
hanced. They agreed to facilitate
contacts between individuals, or-
ganisations and government bod-
ics at all levels, and considered
sub-regional contacts and dia-

logue to be a particular charac-
teristic of the Region.

The importance of the meeting
was very much to enhance the al-
ready very positive tone of the
Baltic Sea co-operation. The
meeting showed that there is a
strong commutment from all states

o further enhance a co-operation
on all levels, including city level.
The ministers recognised the
CBSS as the forum for guidance
and overall co-ordination among
the Baltic Sea States and the Eu-
ropean Commission.

CBSS Action Programmes

Atthe meeting in Kalmar on

3 of July 1996, the Council of
the Baltic Sea States - the for-
eign ministers of eleven states
in the Baltic Sea region and
the FEuropean Commission -
drew up an action programme,
giving the direction for coop-
eration between the states in
the Baltic region until the
2000.

The aim of the meeting was to
launch an action programme to
mncrease people-to-people coop-
eration and civic security within
the region, to speed up economic
development and integration and
also to strengthen etforts in the
environmental area, The European
Commission’s Baltic Sea initiative
15 also an important part of the
programme eslablished at the
Kalmar meeting,

THREE FOCAL FIELDS

In the introduction to the pro-
gramme, it 1s stated that people-
to-people contacts are one of the
foundations for understanding
between the Baltic Sea States.

Among others, the ministers state
that dialogue and contacts be-
tween towns and municipalities
will be encouraged in various
ways. Also fighting of organised
crime, education and increased
cultural exchange in enhanced in
the statement,

The second main subject are
questions related to economic in-
tegration and prosperity. The aim
15 to develop the Baltic Sea re-
gion into a dynamic and competi-
tive area with sustainable growth
and free trade.

The third important subject in the
programme is environment. The
Kalmar meeting established that
restoring ecologaical balance in

Forefpn Ministers meet in Kalmar,

the Baltic Sea is one of the big
gest joint tasks for the Baltic Sea
States. The Joint Comprehensive
Programime (JCP) which was de-
cided in Ronneby in 1990 will be
updated and reinforced under the
leadership of HELCOM. Special
attention was drawn 1o water-
quality in rivers and lakes, hazard-
ous waste, waste from previous
military activities, agricultural dis-
charge of fertilizers and fishery.

The UBC acts as observer in the
CBSS and has direct contacts
with the foreign ministers, This
gives the UBC possibilities to en-
hance the city perspectives and to
strengthen local democracy.,
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4" Conference on Baltic Sea Subregional Cooperation

- UBC chairs the Communication Workshop

The Fourth Subregional Con-
ference was convened in
Yaasa, Finland on October 17-
18, 1996 to discuss perspec-
tives of Baltic Sea Coopera-
tion.

MNearly 400 participants attended
the event, and as guests the Con-
ference welcomed Minster Valdis
Birkavs, Chairman of the Coun-
cil of the Baltic Sca States as well
as the presidents of the Union of
the Baltic Cities and the Baltic Sea
Chambers of Commerce Asso-

ciation, the Secretary General of

Helsinki Commission and the rep-
resentative of VASAR.

As aresult the Conference asks
for a rapid enlargement of the
European Union by allowing the
interested Baltic Sea states (o join
as soon as possible and for a
strengthening of the partnership
between the Russian Federation
and the European Union. The
Conlerence demands from the
European Union a flexible pro-
gramme for the Baltic Sea Region
with easy and unbureaucratic ac-
cess on equal terms for all
subregions in ELl member and
non-member states.

Forthe first time a “Partner Search
Forum™ was organised to discuss
cooperation projects of joint in-
terests between subregions at the
conference. Altogether 35
subregions prepared and
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searched for cooperation projects
and approximately 150 appoint-
ments took place during the two
days. Various EU programme
advisors were also present o as-
sistin project preparation.

Minister Gerd Walter will continue
as a Speaker for the Subregions
for one more year, and the
Speaker will establish a secre-
tariatin Kiel. Schleswig-Holstein.
The 5" subregional conference
will be held in Gdarisk in 1997,

BALTIC SEA ALLIANCE
FOR COMMUNICATION

Mr Anders Engsirém and Ms
Sonja Hilavuo chaired the Com-
munication Workshop during the

Conlerence. Issues of particular

interest were information sources
and distribution possibilities re-
garding various project inform-
tion, past-project experiences,
potential partnerships, newslet-
ters, events calendars and ElU-1n-
formation. The Workshop wel-
comed and strongly supported the
formation of Baltic Sea Alliance
between state, local and regional
actors in order to establish a join
information system and to en-
hance the communication [low in
the region.

The primary partners in the Alli-
ance, 1.e. the Baltic Sea States
Subregional Cooperation
(BSSSC), the Baltic Sea Cham-

SHC

bers of Commerce Association
(BCCAY and the Union of the
Baltic Citics with the assistance of
the Baltic Institute of Finland are
responsible for joining forces in
creating a World Wide Web
based information system which
will be open to all users in the re-
aion, Close cooperation between
the Alliance and all other Baltic
Organisations and offices 1s essen-
fal.

YOUTH COOPERATION
AND ENERGY ISSUES

Workshop on vouth cooperation
agreed on the proposal of the
MNordic Youth Commitlee to or-
ganize a conference on Baltic Sea
youth cooperation in Helsinkim
My 1997, The aimis o reach a
declaration and action plan be-
tween national and regional
NGO's and public administrations
to support a common youth strat-
egy for cooperation in the region.
The workshop on energy and sus-
tainable development agreed on
the following three priority areas
in terms of future regional coop-
eration: exchange of know-how
and technology related 1o the use
of renewable energy, establish-
ment of the network of regional
contact persons and preparation
of regional energy balance stud-
izs and encrgy plans.



Local Agenda 21 in Lisbon

- From Charter to Action

Mc-n:: than thousand partici-

pants from 37 European and 6
non-European countries, 26
workshops, 30 roundtables and
40 exhibitors on the Market
Place - these are the key fip-
ures illustrating the dimension
of the Second European Con-
ference on Sustainable Cities
& Towns held in Lishon, Por-
tugal from 6-8 October 1996.

The Conference served not only

as an intermediate evaluation of

municipal activities in terms of ur-
ban development and the Local
Agenda 2] process since the First
furopean Conference held in
Aalborg, Denmark, in May 1994,
but also as a milestone event for
the European Sustainable Cities
& Towns Campaign. The pres-
ence of numerous Mavors and
Heads of Departments evidenced
the political importance of this
massive exchange of information
and sharing of experiences be-
tween BEuropean local authorities.

More and more European local
authorities are on the right track,
but a long way from reaching their
goal. Just as 1t1s too carly o ex-
pect “completed” Local Agendas,
it 1s premature to ask for proof
[rom local authorities dedicated to

the LA 21 process that the phi-
losophy of sustainability is already
the general guideline in making
municipal policy. The approaches
to LA 21 which were presented
tey be holisine hmit themselves, to
avery large extent, Lo concepts
of how to mtroduce instruments

1. We believe that the adop-
tion of the Charter of Euro-
pean Cities & Towns Towards
Sustainability (Aalborg Char-
ter) is one of the best starting
points for a Local Agenda 21
process.

2. We believe that the local au-
thority should be the main
facilitator of the Local ﬁgﬁnda
f21 process.

_ 37We believe that the Local
' Agﬂndazl process requires the

authority - whether city, town
'nfmml mmrnumt}r

mVn:}lvamﬁnt of the entire local

We shall enterinto consulta

tion and partnerships with the vari-
ous sectors ol our community to
create synergy through coopera-
tion.

5. We shall seek to get our own
house in order by implementing
the principle of negotiating out.

6. We shall carry out systematic
action planning to move from
analysis fo-action. :

7. We shall integrate environmen-
tal with social and economic de-
velopment to improve health 'ai:lﬂ
quallty c-i" ]11(: for uurcmzﬁns

8 We shall use: advanced touls-

farsuslamabﬂlt}?managﬂmtm”“' e

The Lisboa Action Plan: From Charter to Action

9. We shall establish. pro-
grammes to raise awareness
among our citizens, interest
groups, as well as politicians and
local government officers of sus-
tainable development issues.

10). We shall gain strength through
inter-authority alliances: associa-.
tions, networks and campaigns. .

L1. We shall build North-South
and West-East alliances for sus-
tainable development.

12, We sﬁall:gﬁ ahead in concert
with the European Sustainable
Cities & Towns Campaign.
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and methods into the environmen-
tal sector, It is impressive and in-
spiring to witness that, despite the
financially trying times, the essen-
tial message of the Aalborg Char-
ter, i.e., the call for an integrated
ceological, social and cconomic
development is valued as an ab-
solutely correct and worthy aim.
Finally it was good to see that
North-South and East-West
projects are integral parts of the
LA 21 projects of many Euro-
pean cities.

The “Partner Forum™ was anew
element created Tor the purposes
of the Lishon Conlerence. Par-
ticipants were invited Lo take the
imitiative and involve themsclves
in round-table discussions, At 30

such round tables over 200 par-
ticipants forged plans of coopera-
tion, be itin terms of redocing mo-
torised tratfic, increasing public
awarcness/participation or devel
oping sets of environmental indi-
cators, 1 1 representatives from 7
Directorate-Generals of the Euro-
pean Commission were available
for discussions and well-equipped
with mlomation and advice,

During the Conference, live cities
were given the European Sustain-
able Cities Award: Albertslund
(DK), The Hague (NL).
Dunkergue {I7), Graz {(A) and
Leicester (UK). Approximately
100 municipalities participated in
this competition sponsored by the
CEMI,

The second conference ended
with the approval of the “Lisboa
Action Plan: From Charter to Ac-
ton”, Twelve core statements help
cities identify the partners with
which they should work and fore-
cast the instruments required and
the steps to be taken along the
path to achieving sustaiability.

The full text of the Lishoa Action
Plan is available on the Internet in
Linglish and German and will soon
be available in further languages.
visil “Local
Sustainability™, the European
sood practice information serv-
tee:  http:ffeities2 ] comd
europractice.

Please,

More Sustainable Towns and Cities

Countries

T he towns

and cities
around the Bal-
tic are the focus of
a conference in Stockholm
next spring. For three days, 28
- 30 May 1997, approximately
300 delegates will gather in
Stockholm to discuss planning
strategies for the development
of more sustainable setile-
ments in the Baltic region.

The conference brings together
urban planners and managers,
decision-makers, researchers and
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representatives of the business
sector from Scandinavia, Estoma,
Latvia, Lithuama, Germany, Po-
land, Belarus and Russia. The is-
sues are thus being debated by
professionals from all sectors
across national boundaries.

The main approach of the confer-
ence is the conclusions and rec-
ommendations set forth in the
Habitat Agenda, adopted at the
Union Nations™ conference Habi-
tat 11 in Istanbul last summer, The
Baltuc Cities Conference will dis-
cuss the impact of the Agenda on

in the Baltic

» BALTICCITIES
Glokal Aspectzan
Urban Saitlements
nthe Balic Saa Hagon

Baltic towns and cities, empha-
sizing aspects especially relevant
to the development of the Baltic
region.

MAIN THEMES

The Conference deals with the
following six central themes: city



networking and cooperation for
sustainable settlements in the Bal-
tic region, safeguarding cultural
values and diversity in the built
environment, vulnerable and dis-
advantaged groups, social inte-
gration and equality of opportu

nity, the management, develop-
ment and improvement of the
buildings and infrastructure, local
democracy, popular participation
and empowerment, the interaction
of urban and rural areas, urban
green space, water conservation
and the phosphorous ecocycle.

These themes are being debated
in parallel sessions and illustrated
by successtul examples of local
practice mainly from the Baltic
countries. All delegates are invited

toy contribute with cases from their
own lowns and other materials.

[n order to create opportunitics
for conference participants to find
partners and discuss common
projects, the programme includes
a session with several round ta-
ble discussions in small groups.
The programme also allows for
festivities and social arrange-
ments, such as a boat trip and
study visits.

The organisers are the Swedish
Council for Building Rescarch, the
Swedish Association of Local
Authoritics, the Swedish Board of
Housing, Building and Planning
and the Swedish Council for Plan-
ning and Coordination of Re-

a8

search. Among the supporters are
the Union ofthe Baltic Cities.

For further information fmdap
-phcatmn fc-mL plea.ae contact;
-Lonfcrcncc Sﬁcretan&l G
MsGunFrank s
The SWEdlShCDI.InGl] l"-:}r
BuildingRescarch -

Box 12866

5-112 98 Stockholm

Sweden

Tel. + 46 8 6177300
Fax + 46 8 6537462
e-mail: baltic.cifes @bfr.se

Pomeranian Exhibition during the Gdansk Millenium

T o celebrate its
millennium in

1997, Gdansk is organising
a great Pomeranian Exhibi-
tion. The event has received
patronage also from the Union
of the Baltic Cities.

In the ten centuries of the history
of Gdanisk its greatest, most pow-
erful and prosperous years came
at the time when it was Poland's
largest business and trade centre,
linked economically and culturall

with the rest of Europe and the
whole world, In the history of the
world, Gdanisk is associated with

twao key events - it was here that
World War [T started, and i1 was
here that “Solidarnosé = was
born, whose emergence and ac-
tivities largely contributed to the

changes in the political map of

this part of Europe.

However, it is Gdarisk's present
position on the map of business
rather than its modem history con-
tributions, that makes the city eco-
norically attractive. On this map,
Gdansk attracts the attention of
the business world as the capital
city of the province which is
among Poland’s five most attrac-
tive regions for foreign investors.

There is one interesting thing,
though. Research conducted by
the Institute for Market Economy
shows that a considerable pro-
portion of those who invest their
money in the region of the Gdaiisk
coastare not only driven by eco-
nonie motives but also by senti-
ments.

The Pomeranian Exhibition is,
therefore, an interesting proposal
for both the “interest-minded™ and
the “sentimental” ones - an inter-
esting proposal for all prospec-
tive exhibitors. The purpose of the
Exhibition is to present the
achievements of the municipali-

[IBC 247996 2]



tics, cities, associations, and com-
panies of the region, and their
potential in industry, trade, mari-
time economy, agriculture, tour-
s and culture.

It has to be added that not only
the achicvements and potential of
Polish municipalities, companies,
and businessimen are to be shown,
CGeographically, the Exhibition is
to cover the whole of Pomerania
as well as the Buropean cities and
regions cooperating with it, par-
ticularly those situated around the
Baltic Sea. It will thus present an
excellent opportunity for estab-
lishing international contacts and
cooperation in industry and trade
exchange. This will be made

easier 1o achieve as the Exhibi-
ton will also nclude the Maritime
Economy Fair, and the Commu-
nal Hair,

It should also be noted that a
Business Forum of representa-
tives of municipalities will be an
integral part of the Pomeranian
Exhibition. This will be accompa-
nied by the Polish Towns and Ci-
ies Exhibition, attended by rep-
rescntatives of local government
international associations.

The Exposition will be held in
Gdansk, from 18-21 June 1997.
It will mainly be organised by
Gdansk International Fair Co.
The tee for foreign exhibitors will

be an equivalent of 145 DM per
1 square metre of exhibition
space, and 35 DM [lor | square
metre ol stand structure.

For further information, pleasg
contact;

Ms Katarzyna Szypitlo
Gdansk International Fair Co.
ul. Beniowskizsgo 5

B80-382 Gdarnisk

Poland

Tel. +48 58 520071, 523600
Fax +48 58 522168, 522243

IRIIC/BSR in brief

The above head-line shows one more of these combina-
tions of letters one has to learn in order to be in touch
with the development in Europe. The European Union is
launching this new program Interrveg I1 C for the Baltic
Sea Region. This program promotes cooperation between
regions across national borders.

Al present the programs are being compiled by the gov-
crinents in Sweden, Finland and Schlesvig-Holstem, A
proposal will be sent 1o Brussels early January. Diecisions
will probably he taken vey soon aller that, which means
that application may be submitted hopefully late spring
or early summer 1997,

ORJECTTIVES

The following abjectives of the programme can be idenli-
fied:

= Contribution to strengthening the development poten-
izl of the Baltic Sca Region

= Contribute o increasing the economic and social cohe-
5i0mn

» Contribute (o a sustainale development of the region as
awhaole

= Contributing to o regionally balanced development.

The strategy should focus on developing spatial plan-
ning as a tool to encourage multi-sectoral integration and
co-operation, taking physical, ceconomic and envirenmen-
tal aspects into consideration,

PRIORITIES

It is the ambitian that the joint Operational Programme
shall consist of a limited number of priorities. The main
priorities of relevance currently being considered are the
following:

= City and urban networks

* Trans-Baltic Sea netwaorks

= Communication, transport and human resources devel-
oprment

*Tourism, islands and coastal zones (environment)
sExplorative projects

The IRIEC/BSR-programme will probably have great im-
portance as a source of financing for projects in the Baltic
Sea region, also for UBC members.
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ICLEI - association, movement, network and agency

Wlm has not heard of ICLEI
can hardly imagine what idea
and momentum this acronym
stands Tor, The Infernational
Council for Local Environ-
mental Tnitiatives is a still
young but versatile organisa-
fion.

ICLEI is a movement and net-
work of cities, towns and coun-
ties, ICLEI is an international
community of more than 250 lo-
cal authorities, dedicated o
achieving tangible improvements
in the global environment. In Fu-
rope, some 100 local authorities
and 8 national munmicipal associa-
tions have joined ICLEL ICLEI
members are mterested in and
working lowards measurable en-
vironmental performance. These
members work together to de-
velop new models and tools for
addressing priority environmental
problems, and disseminate these
results thiough ICLED s networks
and international campaigns.

ICLEI also coordinates a number
ol thematic municipal networks,
the Local Agenda 21 Network,
the Clities Tor Climale Protecton,
the new Nature Cities network
Europe, and the emerging Green
Purchasers network of municipal
procurement officers in Europe.
Advanced electronic communica-
tion tools are used for disseminat-
ing information and conferencing,
Since the Rio Agenda 21 includes
a proposal made by the ICLEI to

mandate local authorites world-
wide to develop their own Local
Agendas 2|, the organisation has
been developing a varicty of ac-
tivitics to support these processes,

SERVICES

ICLEI offers contractual sery-
1ces to member authorities and
governmental agencies. In Eu-
rope, these services are also pro-
vided by the ICLEI International
Traimng Centre (ITC). The types
of services provided by ICLEL on
acontractual basis mclude: pilot
and demonstration projects, re-
scarch, development projects as

well as studies; orzanisation of

international conferences, semi-
nars, workshops, study tours and
exchanges; development assist-
ance projects in Africa, Asia and
Latin America; fee-for-service
technical consulting in key man-
agement areas to individual local
authorities,

PROJECTS

For example, ICLEI co-organ-
1sed the BEuropean Sustainable
Cities & Towns Conferences
(Aalborg 1994 and Lisbon 1996),
the Mediterranean Local Agenda
21 Conference (Rome 1995) and
has produced a European Local
Azenda 21 Planning Guide which
is available in English, French and
German and gives orientation to

1 CLEI

Chir bteriarhsd Uaneril oo
Lasrrl Erivmnrerein] Tnisaiives
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meanwhile hundreds of local au-
thonties theoughout Europe. Edi-
tions in Latvian and Polish lan-
guages are almost ready for print-
ing. 40 ICLEI member authori-
ties are supporting cach other in
their work towards sustainability
in five WorkNets ICLL is facili-
tating in the framework of its Eu-
ropean LA 21 Guidance & Train-
ing Programme that is supported
by the BEuropean Commission.
Finally, ICLEL s involved in the
Coordination of the European
Sustainable Cities & Towns Cam-
paign, a concerted activity of
those local authorities that signed
the Aalborg Charter.

ICLEI would be happy to liaise
with UBC in supporting the Lo-
cal Agenda 21 efforts of cities,
towns and countics round the
Baltic Sea.

For furthr.ar mfﬂrmatlon plﬂasa
'CUI]tHJ::’L :

'ICLI:I*gEumpean:Shtremrﬁt :

Mr Konrad Otto- Zmllnm:marm
.Isurupeml Dﬂﬂﬂux
Eschholzstrasse 86

D- ?91 15 Frclburg ;

Tel. 449 ?61 36892{1
Fax +49 ?61 3626{) e
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Alliance of Maritime Regional Interests in Europe

(AMRIE)

The Alliance of Maritime Re-

gional Interests in Europe
(AMRIE) was formed in 1993,
It is a cross party initiative to
give the maritime regions in
Europe a higher political pro-
file and a stronger voice. It
seeks to influence develop-
ments which atfect people’s
employment and guality of life.
This is done by taking action
to shape longer term develop-
ments and protect the skill and
technology hase.

In 1991, the Commission of the
European Communities proposed
the creation of a Maritime Indus-
tries Forum to identify actions
which would benefit to all com-
mercial and imdustrial interests
and improve their competitive-
ness. This initiative has been very
successful, bringing together a
wide range of activitics including
otl and gas offshore exploration
and production, fisheries, ports,
shipping, shipbuilding and mari-
time equipment suppliers, together
with other parts of the maritime
infrastructure.

MISSION

A separate bul parallel develop-
ment was the recognition of the
ncreasing importance of the mari-
tme regions, The need fora higher
political profile for maritime issues
has been recognised by four
Members of the European Par-
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liament and this led to the forma-
tion of the Alliance of Maritime
Regional Interests in Europe
(AMRIE) whose main fields of
activity are employment, environ-
ment and centres of excellence
within the framework of improv-
ing competitiveness.

"The mission is o ensure that there
15 the political will and drive to
implement the measures to which
are identified as being beneficial
tor the regional maritime activities,
The Steering Group or Board
consists of senior political repre-
sentatives from maritime regions
and a leading trade union official
from the Buropean Transport
Workers Union. They are advised
and supported by Specialist
Working Group dealing with: re-
gional aspects of short sea ship-
ping. shipping quality, centres of
excellence, ports and regional in-
lerests and marine environmental
care. This guarantees practical
and realistic reflection in the po-
litical action prioritics.

PROJECTS

Among a number of different
maritime projects initiated there
are Mediterranean Project
(ARCMEDPLUS) and Maritime
Information Society (MARIS).
The latter was accepted as a pi-
lot project by the G7 sumimit and
its principal objective is to increase
political awareness of the impact

PRI

which information technology has
in such areas as maritime safety,
transport, industrial activities and
marine resorces, It has been very
successful in raising the political
profile of the maritime industrics
and improving coordination on
these matlers across the Directo-
rates of the European Commis-
sion.

Membership of AMRIE provides
anumber of opportunities. Throuh
close contacts maintained with
the European Commission and
representatives of Member
States, a contribution can be
made to the development and dis-
cussion on European Communi
cations, Regulations and Direc
tives. [t is possible to work with a
wide range of organisations in-
volved mmartime affurs and ben-
eliting from the increasing influ
ence of martime regions.




I1I. Member Cities in Action

CONFERENCE ON
THE ELDERLY AND
THE SOCIETY IN
COPENHAGEN

The conference “The Flderly and the
Society - What can Elderly do for the
Society? was held on 20-25
September in the cily of Copenhagen.
The meeting was organized by the
Municipality of Copenhagen in
cooperation with the Danish
Association of the Elderly Welfare,
The Union of the Baltic Cities wasa
coorganizer of the event, The
conference was atlended by one
hundred and forty delegates
vepresenting 31 UBC member cities
from 10 Baltic countries.

The event was divided inlo two parls,
First one was foreseen for pensioners
and retired who visited social centers
eslublished especially for elbderly
people 10 Copenhagen, Participants
spent two days 1o those centers
observing their daily life. The guests
were particularly interested in the care
and rreatment provided for elderly,

The wecond pant of the conference was
directed mainly Lo politicians,
directors and decision-makers.
Partieipants exchanged opinions on
study visits made during first teo days
and listened to the lectures presented
by representatives of Danish Ministry
of BEconomy and welfare orpanizations.
Druring the warkshops the problem
how to improve the social conditions
in the Baltic countries was discussed.

CONCLUSIONS

The conference conclusions were
formulated as a list of cooperation

proposals. These were:

|, ereate a social information sections
1 various magazines and newsletters,
2. create hame pages in the Internet
devoted W social projects, events and
witliatives i the Baltic cities,

3. initiate the projects on the social
field which could be fnanced from EL-
funels,

4. launch cooperation between NGO s
inorder i arrange exchange of social
stafll, coquipment, clothes ete.,

Moreaver the participants stressed
the  pecessily  to strengthen
cooperation between the cities, social
departments and welfare orgamations
i arder 1o exchange cxperiences on
soviial 1sstes,

The next canference will be organized
i 99T,

For more information please contact:

M Carl-Einar Jgrgensen
Social Hansa

Mjalsgade 130, str
2300 Copenhagen 5.
Denmark

Tel, +45 33 1730073
Fax =15 329040315

ok ook

TRANSPORT
FACILITIES FOR
THE HANDICAPPED
IN GDANSK

In postwar Poland the needs of
handicapped were ignored in the
development of public transportation,

Fortunately the times are changing,
A pood example is the city of Gdarisk,
where the situation has been
improving since 1993,

The city's ransport system is baged
on regular lrain service hetween the
main station, Sapat, Gdynia, Rum
and Wegherowo, This is accompanied
by tram lines and buses, The number
of passengers has significantly grown
since [993, However, i the meantime
the fleet has continued o decraase,

NEW PROGRAMME

These problems have been taken into
considerution in the programme For
transporting the handiccaped. [
includes assessment of the situation,
analysis of the fleel and the planned
purchases, analysis of the chiovice of a
rowte for one-foor tram, plan for the
modernization  of  stops and
introduction of phonic and visual
information systems ieside the trums.
The programme assumes the
purchase of 15 low-Hoorbuses and 8
trams with a separate low arca by the
end of 1997,

Uptill nora 15 Mercedes 0405 N buses
were boushl, This however constituies
only a first step towards the realization
o the programime.

FINANCING

The realization of this programme in
full depends on non-budgetary
subsidies that are granted by the State
Fund for the Rehabilitation of the
Handicapped. The City 15 not al
present capable of bearing expenses
connected with purchase of the
complete fleet, let alone the
completion of the construction of tram
routes to two new Gdansk districts,
Marena and Chehin, cach of them with
a population of several tens of
thousand.
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1
GDANSK - AN OPEN CITY
In 1997 the city of Gdarisk will be celebrating its Millennivem. The licst recornd of the city’s name appeared in a biography
of Bishop Wojciech Slawnikowic by JToannes Canaparius of the Monte Cassino Monastery, This hiography, Vita Sancti
Adalberti, recorded the city’s name as Urhs Gyddanyze, To commemorate and celebrate the 1000th anmiversary of the
oldest record of Gdansk, the Gdatisk City Council declared 1997 the Year of the Gdatsk Millennivm. The beginning of our
second thousand years will be an occasion of great joy. For this special jubilee we are going o invite all our friends!

(ri)ﬂ;H SK "99?

99?
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GDANSK MILLENNIUM CALENDAR 1997

APEIL

: 546 FEuropean 5t, Wojciech Day

15 Grand Session of Gdarisk City

Council - Official Opening Of

Millenninm Celebration

21 International Conference on Non-
Foman Catholic churches and other
religicus groups in Gdarsk in 1945-
1995 and their contribution to the
development of the Gdarisk region

2204 Exhibiticn “St. Adalbertin

314 Teonography and Literature™

23 Girand Conference on Gdansk in
European Economy and Culture

MAY

2A05-3 108 Exhibition Aurea Porta
Reeczypaspolile)

3 Exhibition 1000 Years of Gidardisk -
in the light of excavations

325 Jed All-Polish Youth Indoor Sports
Competition

=10 Intematonal mosicological
conference Musica Baltica
10 Boat race WATERBIKE 97

JUME

56 Gdarisk Millenniom Sailing Coup,
Olympic and preparatory
categories

18-21 Po]m::ramanﬁ.thmon

M Inanguration concett of the

Intenational Organ Music Festival

22006 Vistula Rally 997-1947

42807

2326 ' Baltic Cities and Polish Emigrants

. Yacht Meeting (ICCY)
26-20 New Hansaconference

~JULY
o131 Al P:}hshCauoengﬂll}r AL
131 . Festival ijmllumt?:nta! mdmuml_

painting.

526 Craft Fair + i

546 Goldwasser Festival

17200 International Acadermic Millennium
Hobie Cat Cup - Catamaran Sailing
Race

il Intemational Athletic Meeting

26007 Intemational Baltic Swuts

208 Jambores

AUGUST

1-31  Comumunity Play

2-16  Buropean 5t. Dominic’s Fair

2 Ath International St. Dominic’s Run

24 Gdarisk Shakespeare Week

15 11th Solidarity Marathon

16 The Millenniwm Feast Table

16-1T7  Show of Contemporary motor-hoat
sports

2022 Gdarisk Maritime Song contest

21-25  Sail Gdansk'97 Yacht Meeting

3031 Motocross elimination to Waorld
Champicnship (CLASS 250cc)

SEPTEMBER

1 Festival of Youth

1-7  International Meeting of Youth

-8 Seminar “Gdarisk - An open city”

12-13  Union of the Baltic Citics General
Conference :

14 Festival of the Thousand

2427 Intemational &qn[msmmuu Bmh:
and ".-Ls‘,Li\ in AthﬂL]{:-gy L

: _.(H:FO]}ER _ :

17-1%  International Conferenceon =+

Maritime Transport and Ewnomm
- Reconstruction : S

A 'Pmmma&]irwmr Penderecks’ ﬁwmk g
- Official Closing of Millenium
Celebration

Fur lurthl.*r mfu;\rmatmn le:ﬂ_se cgnmg;r_- el
i "D[‘g"i:i:smu tammstlc:;

 BO-BS3 Gdafsk, tol, +48 58 Elsfﬁ 39
Fax 448 S 5101800 L

nl Wab ,Iagtcli;:ﬁskm e e
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EUROPEAN FLAG
FOR THE CITY OF
GDYNIA

The Honorary Flag of Enrope was
awarded to the city of Gdynia on 15"
August 1996, Every year the
European Council awards the
Honorary Flag to a selected cily for
its efforts in promoting European
intepration. The Honorary Flag ol
Lurope is the third most prestigious
distinetion alter the Boropean Prive
and the Honorary Plague. The
decision Lo award the Flag to Gdynia
wasmade in April 23 1996, ala silling
of the Commitiee on the Environment,
Eegional Planning and Local
Authorities of the Council of Burope
Parliamentary  Assembly  in
Strashourg, It was presented o the
authorities of Gdynia by Mrs. Kerstin
Ekmun, Honorary Member of the
Parliamentary Assembly. The flag s
awarded o those administrative
bucies which have previouwsly been
eranted other Eoropean disunctions,
o 1995 Gdyma received “The Golden
Stars of Town Twinniong™ which
enabled the city authorities Lo apply
for the Buropean Flag.

We feel very prowd of this award and
we are conscious hat without wide
conperation with oar sister citics any
new iniliatives coming  from
orpanizations like UBC, it would nol
bz possible to get the prize, We would
like to express our thanks to all those
who helped us 1o receiving the
hemourable distinction.

Aok sk
BALTIC SEA
PARTENARIAT 1996

Baltic Sea Partenariat 1996 took
place on 19-20th September 1994 in
Crdynia in the premises of the Fair and

exhibition center World Trade Center
Gdynia Expo. Baltic Sea Parlenariat
had the formula of a two-day
partnering event, with approximately
19 host companies (123-Poland, 24-
Estonia, 20-Lithuania, 24-Latviap and
approximately S00 visiting companies
participating.

The important leature ol the event was
the fact that all companies represented
ane hranch of the cconomy - the
maritime sector and refated. The main
task of Baltic Sca Partenarial 1996 was
1o stimulate the development of small
and medium-sized Hrms of the
rarititne sector from Poland, Bstonia,
Latvia and Lithuania by enabling them
contacts with their counlerparts i the
Buropean Umion countries and in
Slovakia, Crech republic, Norway,
Hungary and Ruossia, During theses
o Jdays aboul 5300 meetings toak
place,

Baltic Sea Parenariat 1996 wis in
initiative of the Buropean Comnussion,
The event was financed through
Phare Programme - COOPML and the
Cross Border Cooperation Programme
Poland - Baltic Sca Region and co-
financed by Governments of Paland,
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania,

Co-organizers ol Baltic Sea Partenariat
were: Forapean Comimission, World
trade Center Gadynoia, World Trade
Center Yilnius, the Estonian Chamber
of Commerce and Industry and the
Latvian Chamber of Commerce and
Inclustry,

For more information, please contact:
Cicdynin Chiy Hall

Foreign Relations Division
Economic Policy Tepariment

Al Marszalka I Pitsudskiego 32454
B1-382 Gdynia

Poland

Tel. 48 58 208312
P -+48 58 2009750

EUROPEAN
MEDIEVAL
FESTIVAL IN
HORSENS, 1996

In the first weekend of September
1996 [Torsens celebrated its second
European Medieval Festival with
pariicipating artists from Sweden,
Russia and Germany. During the
weekend the center of the town was
transformed toa town as it could have
been in 13530 - no street lights, all
comlemporary items covered with
wood, workshops, processions,
market places, taverns, mead.
performers, mucisians, pilgrims,
pegeants, drunkards, fortune tellers,
mounted knigths duelling for the
princess, and much more,

During the bwo days more than 80000
- almnpst rwice the pepulatton of the
city - visited the Festival,

“It seems that the middle
ages are in - again.”

The reasons for s are obyvious. Al
the brink of the computer era
humanity faces big changes and this
is a perfect time W lake a loak at the
past. The rapid change of technology
demands a reflection of the origin: the
fire. We don't think so much about if
bul nowe as then fire is and was the
man prorequisite [or producion and
PIOETEss.

The lestival is Gacilitated by the city
council, but without the enthusiastic
involvement of the citizens,
organizalions, unions, commerce ete,
the event would not have been
possible. In fucl cotlaboration is a
keyword, because a big project, like a
medieval festival, makes new parties
worle together and thereby contributes
to the crention of new netwaorks and
conlacts. Thus, a comprehensive
festival is not only an event for two
days bul an tmportant tool to the
developement of the town.
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Horsens city officials e their weay io work ?

BALTIC
INTERNATIONAL
FESTIVAL OF THE
FLEETS

The Baltic International Festival of
the Fleets devoted to the 300"
anniversary of the Russian Fleet was
held from July 26 1o 31, 1996 on the
coast of the Baltic Sea in Kaliningrad.

The official participants of the festival
were 11 warships and launches from
seven countrics of Burope and the
Usa,

There was the international regatta
which pave the starl o the festival,
About 60 crews from Germany,
Denmark, Holland, Poland, Great
Britain and Kaliningrad took part in
the cruise races. For the first time Lhe
satling vessels and vacht entered the
center of Kaliningrad creating a
pieturesque decoration for the holiday.
For the lirst time the Kaliningrad
commercial port was the place to moor
the warships and it was open to the
cilivens and guests of the festival who
had an opportunily Lo visit the
vessels,
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Six days of the festival jubilee
celebrations made exciting and
unforgettable  impressions oo
Kaliningraders and guests of the
festival. There was a lascinating and
cultural programme which incliuded
allicial ceremonics, festive concerls,
marches, sports competitions,
Vanishihg days, fairs, spectacles and
cnlertainments,

The main Testival stage was in the
centre of Kalinimgrad on the Kant
[sland near the Sports Complex
“lunost™ . The stages of the mass
lestive events were connected by a
special bridge across the Pregolaya
River. There was also o solemn and
colourlul festive march of the brass
bands and parade groups of the
countrics participants along the main
prospect of the city.

16 warships ol different classes
cruised the Baltic canal. Aboul [0
thousand spectators walched the
parade, The foreign observers and
representatives ol the national
delesations marked high
professionalism of the Russian Navy
as well as admired the mastership of
the Mavy landing ships and pilots.

The folk craft [zir, an event which
always attracts people of all gste and
age, was impressive and exhibitad
works made ol pollery, woodglass,
birch-bark, plaited straw, metal and
stone,

The Balic International Festival ol the
Fleets was crowned with the
pyrotechnical spectacle “Greal
Sailing”, rock-opera “Yunona and
Avos”, the procession of torch-
bearers, “Light on the water”
performance and lestive fireworks.

The Baltic Intemnational Festival of the
Fleets imitiated a oew wadition, it will
be held every vear in Kaliningrad and
will be a destination for ships and
vachts of the Union of the Baltic Cities
and from all over the world.

Woeare looking forward o mecting you
in the Testival; “Sails of Hope”
devoted to the 300™ anniversary of the
Great Embassy of Peter | from June 3
to 8, 1997 in Kaliningrad.
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JOBS FOR WOMEN -
TWIN TOWN
COOPERATION
BETWEEN KALMAR
AND GDANSK

Kalmar and Gdansk join forees in
project to combat unemployment of
WIHTHL

The city ol Kalmar has prepared an
application  to Sida (Swedish
[nternational Development Authority}
regarding a project involving
education and vocational visits in the
ficld of unemplovment for women and
equal opportunities, Discussions
have taken place between the twin
towns Kalmar and Gdansk about
exchange of experience in the field of
women s unemployment. The problem
has been siressed in Gdafisk in
connection with the situation at the
Shipyard in Geansk. Many women
have lost their jobs lalely and the
Gidanisk county labour board is
interested 1o find methods to solve
the problems,

An American organisation has set
aside moeney in order to establish a
centre in Gdansk, This centre shall
provide  service,  education,
mformation etc. for unemployed
women, Ceher important parts are to
strengthen woinen's self-confidence
ancl ta carry through education and
information on equal opportunitics.
The head of Gdansk county labour
board, Mrs Grazyna Yielinska, visited
Kalmar in connection with a meeting
between the Mayvors of Kalmar (Mr
Anders Engsteim) and Gdanisk (Mr
Tomasz Posadzkiy in Kalmar 7-9 of
August this vear. Then she had the
apiportunity to meet with her colleague
in Kalmar county labour hoard,
Kenneth Herder. and 1o get
mfermation on the work with
unemployed in Kalmar county. She
also paid a visit to LO (Swedish Trade
Union Confederation), which is also
interested to take part in a project,

PUBLIC BUSINESS

Modern local povernment in focus on
both sides of the Raltic Sea. Initiated
from the Town Hall of Gdarisk through
the Secretary of the City, Mr Andrrej
Tankowski,"Public business” is a
project between Kalmar and Cdatsk,
The aim with the project is to provide
education in modern ways of work in
authorities such as a local sovernment
administration. The parts in the project
are the cities of Kalmar and Cidanisk,
tracle unjons, the miversity of Cdarisk
and Szezecin and Folkuniversitelel in
Sweden (connected to the University
of Lund). An application will be sent
to Bl as soon as possible.

THE MAYOR OF
GDANSK VISITS
KALMAR

During 7-8th of August Mr Tomase
Posadzki and his assistant Mr
Marcin Kowalski visited Kalmar, the
twin town of Gdansk. The head of the
Kalmar office in Gdarisk, Mrs Flrbieta
Tacewicz, also accompanied the
Mavor as Swedish-Polish interpreter.
During the visit discussions about the
co-operation between the two twin
towiis ook place. Many prajects are
of immediate interest such as
environmental projects concerning
some cleaning of the Motlawa rver,
the sewage problems on the islund
Credc Wschodnia and heating sys-tem
on the Sobiesrewska island,

Golfing a newly found common
interest. Mr Posadzki had also the
apporiunity 1o visit the guest harbour,
the sewage treatment plant, the
environmental office, the tourist office
and the town planning departinent. He
also had discussions with Jan Herstad
who iy responsible for the 600 year
celebration of the Kalmar Union 1997,
In the evening the two mayors had
the apporimity to learn the first steps

in playing polf before a lovely dinner
at the restaurant at the Kalmar golf-
club. In the summing-up the mayors
declared that the visit had been of
great imporance and that Kalmar and
Gdaisk shall continue and develop
their co-operation with advantage for
both cities,

PANEVEZYS —
KALMAR: TWIN
TOWNS IN CLOSE
COOPERATION

Railway line and sculpture
inaugurations in Kalmar with a royal
touch, Om the 17th of August Lthe
mayor of Paneviiys visited their twin
town Kalmur The visit took place in
connection with the opening of the
terin town park in Kalmar and the
mauguralion of a sculpture made hy
the well-known artist Mr Algirdas
¥ytenas from Panevédys, The Mayor
of Panevédys, Mr Tomas fosas and the
Mavor of Kalmar, Mr Anders
Engstriim, participated, also on the
I'7th of August, in the opening of the
railway ling between Kalmar and
Linkiiping and had in connection with
thal the opportunity to meet the King
of Sweden. Together with Mr Josas
was the interpreter Vilma Kusyvié and
the artist with family.

Trade and recycled tyres, The co-
operation between Kalmar and
Panevédys is very intensive. In the
covironmental field there are projects
going on concerning tyre recycling,
dangerous waste and oil damages. An
Lithuanian enterprise has visited
eterprises in Kalmar to discuss co-
operation about tyre recycling. The
environment department of Kalmar is
working on a project concerning
dangerous waste and the county
administrative board has received
money Lo cary through education and
purchase of equipment for control of
oil damages. Kalmar and Pancvédys
are working together with the chamber
of commerce in PanevéZs 1o develop
the trade and industry in the two
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regions. Nest year in May the Hansa
Trade Fair Days in Kalmar will invite
enterprses from Panevédys, and in the
middle of October 2 school class from
an upper secondary school in Pane-
velkys is going to visit one of the upper
secondary schoals in Kalmar.
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BALTIC BUSINESS
CENTRE

Baltic  Business Cenirké  in
Karlskrona was inangurated on
August 30", 199 and has fully
started all its activities. The centre
today has len companies a5 tenants
in the “merchant-house™ and will
hesides being o place where Swedish
and foreign businessmen who want
1o develop business on the other side
al the Baltie Sea can meet, also can
get all kinds ol serviee and know b,

Wou Gt get juridical acdvesory service,
economical advisory service and also
inderpreters and help with ranslations
as well as seeretarial and relephone!
fax service,

There are conlerence- and exhibition
roonms available, and the Baltic
Business Centre ATrange
comferences and educational courses,

Lt

Baltic Business Cenlre can assisLyou
with your planning and booking of
poarneys as woll as planoing you
visils to companies. Bullic Business
can inform ahout consultants,

Baltic Business Centre 15 one ol the
meeting places in the netwark created
arod the Baltic Sea. The “Deutsch
schwedishes Kommumkationhiiro i
e Indostric -und Handelskammer zu
Rostock” in Rosteck, Germany is
wpened.

A chain of trading houses around the
Baltic Sea are being starled  There are
already howsex in Karlskrona
[Sweden), Klaipada (Lithuania),
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Gdynia (Poland) and Rostock
(Germany), When the netwaork is
completed there will be trading
houses in Kaliningrad {Russia),
Liepaju {Latvia), Tallinn {Lstonia),
Lovisa {(Finland) and Boronhalin
tDemmark).

Swedish companies, which want to
establish business on the growing
markel in the other countries around
the Baltic Sea, can gel help and nccess
to expertise via the unetwork.
Correspending service will be given
to companies from other countries
aroend the sea. In order to make the
cenire as effective as possible, Baltic
Business Centre works together with
ather  Karlskrona  communes,
Foretagarna and ALMI-
Fiirctagspartner in Sweden,

This coaperation between these and
other interested parties will guarintee
that the establishment of companies
and trade exchanges are connected 1o
the development of for example
commumcation and education,

For maore miormation, please contact:

Mr Bengt Tohansson

President

Baltic Business Center

Box 235

SE-371 24 Karlskrona

Sweeden

WVisiting address: Palanderska girden
e-manl: infiv @ hbek se
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URBAN CENTRE
ECO-CLEANUP IN
KARLSTAD

An atiractive, milieo-friendly cily
centre is now under development,
within the city of Karlsiad.
Surrounding streets and the Main
Town Square are being reconstructed
inte pedestrian avenues which are
interspersed with areas for puhlic
gatherings and smaller sections lor

relaxed outdoor meetings and
conversations, The goal, ina project
spearheaded by the Community of
Karlstad s Transportation Advisory
Service, is to eliminate 30 per cent of
the automobile tralfic in the central
district by the turn of the century.

For mare than three years, diligent
wark has heen in progress (o creale
an appealing, rejuvenated and
environmentally-friendly urban centre
in Bearlstad. This came on the heels of
a stariling report the same vear in
Dagens Nyheter, the nation”s largest
newspaper, which revealed that the
city recorded greater measurements of
dangerous air pollutanls thal any
counterpart in Sweden. Because these
noxious and hazardous Tumes are
released only fron automobile exhaust
cmissions, the identity of this four-
wheeled enviconmental culprit was
evident.

In swifl reactuon o the article, the
Community of Karlstad hegan
investng o methods to solve the
preblem. Since that time, both
politicians and community planners
have worked inlensely and in
hipartisan unity toward the goal of
reviving Karlsiad s attractive centre
as an natucally-harmonios cityscape.
Astwdy entitled " An environmentally
adupted plan for traffic™ laid the
egroundwork for the reconstruction,
which carries a price tag of
approximately SEE 25 mallion.

Karlstad s Main Town Square has
been given a major facelift with
decorative brick paving, pleasent
scating aleoves, trees and shrubbery.
The central bus stops, formerly o
block away on Drottninggatan {Queen
Street), have been relocated directly
adjacent Lo the Main Town Scuare.
Special designs also minimize
disturbances and irritations from this
peripheral public transportation.

Because this new plaza s accessible
only to hus traffic on its outskirts, the
spacious area of the Main Town
aquare will regam its traditional



Tunctions as a meeting place {or the
Karlstad s citizenry, n market place for
small merchants and craltmen and ulso
as a location [or staging culturally-
oricited events,

A large portion of Drottminggatan
itselUwill, bater this auturm, be rebuill
o exclusively permit pedestrian wallic,
However, the Community of Karlstad
realizes that significant progress in the
urban centre will only occur when
auntomobrle trelfic s drastically
decreased. For this reason. the praject
conducted by the Tranpaortation
Advisory Service has undertoken
discussions with private Karlslad
residents and local companies to
coucl programmes such o as the
reduction ol commercial deliveries
and commuter automobile traff
within these central sections ol {he
city. A campaizn eatitled 71 he
Environmentai Possenger 15 included
i Lhis priject,

Inorder to chiat additional expertise
for this cnvironmeentally-adapted

traffic planoug, the Conmmunity of

arlstad will join a European network
called "Car-free-cities”, the initiative
for which has been put forward by EU
Commissioner Ritt Bjerregard, [n Apnl
1997, Karlstad will host a conference
with the theme "The city s environme
and tralfic”, Among others, the
conference s being arranged in co-
aperation with some swedish state
departments, New cxperiences within
the field will be presented at the
conference along with a deseription
ol Karlstad s environmental activities,
Further information regarding the
Commumity of Karlstad s investments
in this environmental project and the
conlerence in April, 1997, can he
ebtained by contacting Martin
Ldman, Project Dircelor, telephone
internationil -+ 54 20 50 00 or e-mail;
martm.cdmani® karlstad se,

Some briel statisies about Karlstad:
80, 000 inhabitants. Provincial capital
and principle city in Virmland
{Wermland), "Sunshine™ 15 our

symbol.. a mollo standing for our
cheerfulness. Karlstad is the
administrative hub of this region. Here
are many major consulting and [T
ariemed companies. The College of
Karlstad offers advanced education
aleng with several excellent secondary
schools,

Suwnshine, the svaibaol for Korlseod
e regresentive of the pood
feenronr of she people whe five fere.
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KLAIPEDA FREE
ECONOMIC ZONE
(FEZ)

Alter having regained independence
five vears apo Lithuania started
transformation o ils cconomy Lo
correspond free market requirements,
This was an extraordinary and
unbeaten path, the country failed 1o
avoid the cataclysms and deeline
ecompmy. The present day situation
makes us look for new means and
[orms to bring indostey and business
to revival, One of these deas 15 Lo
create economic oases” uttractive m
investors and manufacturers, The
appearance of living standards, These
goals originated the idea (o establish
free economic rones in Lithuania,

1995 the Law on
Fundamentals of Free Ecomomic

In summer

Zomes in the Republic of Lithuania was
adopted. The order of creation of such
zones and investments there, the
spheres of activity, privileges and
guarantees were defined in it Klaipeda
Free trade zone will have its own law
with the indications of ils lemitory,
managemaent structure and other
peculiarities,

On September b4, 1005 the
Municipally of Klaipida submirted a
proposal to establish a free trade zone
in the city. The aim of il
establishment is rattonal and optimal
utihisation of the harbour-city
potential, the promaotion of economic
development o Klaipéda, The
Munecipality of Klaipeda, Rlaipeda
Region Admimistration, |4 large
erterprises of the cilv and BALTIC
FUMD froon America eatablished a
Lithuanian-US A& Jomt Steck Company
Ld. “Klaipeda Development Group”
which will prepare the project for
Elaipeda free econonuc 2one.

Klaipéda FLEZ will cover the area of
HIZE ha. There is a proposal Lo give o
possibility for the management
company 1o rent this territory for the
period of 4% vears. The muanagement
company of FEZ will be selected by
way of competition on the basts of
the bhest buosiness plan. The
mianagement of the FEZ will be based
an the principles of private ownership
and the management company ol the
o will hold 51 % af the shares,
Commerce, trade, manulacturing,
eaporl, business, banking and other
tvpes ol activily that do nat contradict
the Law on Fundamentals of Free
Economic Zones will be executed, The
conditions and privilepges an laxes,
custaoms operalicns. currency and
linance will support attraction of
investors Lo the wone. Coods that will
b browght or sent Trom the zone will
be free of customs payments, the
caterprizses functiomng in the wone will
be exempt from YAT and will be
responsible for pavine only 5 from 15
existing in the Republic of Lithuanis
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types ol taxes. The dividends of
foreizn investors will nol be rated,
there will be no limitations to take their
profit away from the country . The law
says that the management company
is responsible for order inside the
zone. Thus the enterprses luncliooing
in it will have to observe the
requircments of the wone Statute.

Conditions of Investment to Klaipeda
Free Eeonomic Lone

ORDER OF INVESTMENT
- 15 determined by the Lithuaman
Republic laws on Fundamentals of
Free Feonommic Zones and Kinpeda
Pree Boononmie oo,
- the verification of the nature of
capital is determined 10 accordance
with Lithuanian
resolutions;

Form ol investment - participating in

Govermmenl’s

the zone governing company,
purchasing shares or Founding
Companics,

CGUARANTEES

- all puarantees are applied [or the
companies operating in Lithuania are
applied for all companics that are
registered in the wone;

- conditions that were during the
investment period  would not be
changzed for 5 yeurs.

I'RIVILEDCGED

- o custom laxes [or imported and
exporied poods;

- iy dcdeled valoe tax;

- dividends will not be taxed,

MANAGEMENT

- the zone is poverned by the
managemen! company of zone
{management company will hold 31 %
of shares by private property right).

MONEY

Litas amd convertible currency.

ok sk
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EUROPEAN
MINISTERS OF
EDUCATION MEET
IN KRISTIANSAND

In June 1997 Kristiansand will be the
host city for 19" Session of the
Standing Conference of European
Ministers of Education (CEMIZ 97,
The last conlerence was held in
bladrid 1994, The conference is central
fior forming the pan-Luropean
educationul cooperation, and the aim
ts o establish closer conlact belween
the mindsters. Between 200 and 250
delegates lrom approximately 50
cauniries are expected 1o come o
Eoristiansand.

The programine of CEMLE 9T will be
made out in close cooperation with
the Ministry of Education in Oslo. A
prelimanary nvitation has already
heen sent to the member countries. I
his Been o wish to invoelve students
e the process and a competition 1o
clesign e loga Tor the conlercnes has
been carried out o the schools in
Morway. The winner will get the
chance o visil Starsbourg and the
Couoncil of Europe. The main topic of
CEME™ST will be education in the
future.

In connection with the conference
Agder  College,  Faculty  of
Engincering, Graimsatad, will srrange an
open internationul seminar - A Toaol
o Improve the Learning Process, The
aim of the seminar is o locus on the
major developments in the areas of
evaluaton and quality assessment of
higher engineering, and 1o facililate
the cxchange of knowledpe and
experience.

Agder College, Faculty of Arts,
Kristiunsand, will also organize the
Mordic rescarcher symposium

History of Nordic Women”'s Literature,
The aim of the symposivm is 10 [oous
on the results from a research project
that has been going on since the early

1980°s and to stimulate o more
research within the same field - which
is el literature wrillen by women in
the Mordic countries,
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LEBA - SMALIL CITY,
BIG ORGANIZER

Leba

Eeba is one of the best known and
the most attractive Polish maritime
resorts. The town 15 [ocated at the
open sea, al the estuary of the Leba
river and between the Febsko and
Sarbsko Lakes. 10 is literally
surrounded by water. Beba with ifs
population of 4 (M0 inhabitants can
accommodate over 30 000 visitors in
the tourist centers, guests-houses and
camping-sites, providing services that
range from exclusive 1o popular
standard. Coffee shops, bhars,
restaurant and fast food outlets also
offer their services.

The open sea waters are a perlect
place lor waler sports, especially for
windsurfing, For this reason in the
nearest  foture  the lollowing
windsurfing competitions are planned
in Feha:

FUBC CUP Eeha ™7 North One Hour
Classic on the ¥-8th of June 1997



#European Windsurting Champion-
ships IFCA formuda on the 14-23rd of
Jung 1997

*ays of the Sea on the 21-23rd of
June 1997

* Feba Day on the Bth of Tuly 1997
*Sails of Polonia in Omega Class on
the 13- 18th of August 1997
*nternational Painter’s Meeting for
artists from the Ballic states on
Seplember 1997

The year 1998 1s the opening date Tor
the marina designed according 1o the
European standards for 130 vachts,
The end of June 1992 15 the time of
the International Camping and
Caravaning Rally. 1600 caravans are
expected in Feba during s biggest
anoual event for the fans of camping
inthe world,

Feba lies in the vicinity of the
Stowinisk Mational Park with its main
altraction: mobile sand dunes. 10 s
possthle (o pel there by bike, electric
truck ar hackney cab. One will never
[orget thisexperience,

ROSTOCK GOES
ONLINE

Information about Rostock is now
available on Internet:

httpiwaw ani-vostockode
rostock/rostock. him
e-mail-address:

1007 3,321 @ compuseryve.com

MNewspapers, magazines, lourist
ollices, city administrations offer more
AMD more telephone and fax
numbers, conlacl persons and
infarmation on Internet, As since July
1996 vou can get information abour
Fostock world swide, That is possible
due to the kind support by the
Uiversity of Rostock.

o far quite difficult o lind this
information because we have to do

without graphics or expensive lay
(HHER

But anyhow yvou can read on c. 100
pages, one third of them in English,
about interesting information and
events in Rostock and the sea bath
Woarnemunde.

This media has got the advantage 1o
be up-1o, The presentation of Rostock
will be defindtely improved by the time.
Bostock as UBC member and leading
commission oo social altairs will be
mentioned thers as well very soomn,
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INTRODUCING THE
CITY OF SIAULIAI

The vear of 1236 s the date when the
name 0F Siaulia was mentioned in
historical chronicles forthe first tnwe,
Siauliai is situated on the crossing of
twa roads, which were beulen by
hunters, warriors and merchants in the
tines much older than the city itself
and which now connect Tullin and
Warsaw extending to the East and
West from the seaport of Klaipeda,

Dhe Lol perfect generaphic location
Siauliai became the trade and
industrial center of the Northern
Lithuania. The fastest cconomic and
cultural development began in XX
century when Siauliai was given as a
present 1o the Russian Count Zubay,
Footwear and nail factories as well as
miale and female gymnasinms were
built. Since the Soviet times Siauliai
produces TV%-sets, bicycles, leather
goods and footwear, knitwear,
machine tools, metal items and
furniture.

Good geographic tocation did not
always bring luck and success 1o
Siauliai; the tlown was twice burned

to the ground, and during the World
War 1L 85 %0 of the town was ruined.
The strategic importance of Siauliai
was the reason why the town was
always rebuill Gme alter time, As @
consequence the bigpest military
airport in the Eastern Europe was
established there in the Soviel periad.
This airport was the background
the idea of creating the Siauliai Free
Economic Zone, which 1s 4 pood base
for sustainable development of
industry and other activities in
Siauliai. Another reason 1o create FEZ
15 the challenge of utilizing a large and
highly skilled labor force as well as
other resources - plants, land ete, The
international tender for Zone
Management is already amounced,
and at the end of this year the
Comrmission of the Tender will choose
the best proposal,

Siauliai with its current population of
17 LK people s the fourth bigges:
city in Lithuania and econonmical.
cultural and educational center of
Morthern Lithuania, [t has 23
secondary schools, 6 colleges and 2
private business school. Kaunas
Technological University Siauliai
Branch and Siauliai Pedagopical
Academy which have both more than
R0 siudlents and will be reorsanized
into Siauliai University the next Ve,

Siauliai is included into Mational
Tourism Development Program. and
there will be established a closed stock
company “Tourism information
center', which will prepare a program
of tourism in Siauliai City and Area
and create tourism development
infrasiructure,

ok ok
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NEW PHYSICAL
THERAPY CENTER
TO OPEN IN
SWINOUJSCIE

A new physical therapy treatment
center is opening in Swinoujécie. The
new facility will be able to conduct
124M) various treatment each day, This
will greatly enhance the already
thriving health spa industry in the
city,

The salt mineral haths, which
Swinoujdcie s famous Tor, will be
offered here as well as the popular
mud treatments. The major physical
therapy programs are For heart and
lung diseases and for arthritis
treatments. Many other alments can
be relieved wath a complete physcial
therapy programoincludiog the latest
i variety of water therapy, massage
aned Taser reatments,

The new lacility will make it possible
o welcome more foreign visitors into
the programs. The Swinoujécie Health
Resort services Lthe Nation Health
service, however, there are usually
allractive rooms with private baths
avatlable 1 one of the Health Resors
auest houses, Additionally, there are
I'T hotels that remain open year round
and various zuest houses with all
levels of acconumodations availuble.

German and English speaking doctors
are availible, making treatments casy
terarrange lor our foreizn visitors, One
may simply want 1o mdulge onesell
wilh muassages, water therapy and
mineral bathes under the direction of
doctors and physical therapasts.

The information and reservation
office, +4891 3214452 has German
Palish and English speaking staff
members. The Swinougscie Promotio-
mal Department also has German and
English speaking stalf and will be glad
L be ol assistance to you. You may
reach them by calling +48 91 3215623
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REHABILITATION
CENTRE FOR
MENTALLY
HANDICAPPED
PEOPLE IN
SWINOUJSCIE

The Centre for Mentally Handicapped
People is to be constructed in Swino-
ujscie. This Centre is to secure the
necessary care for local needs and as
well for rehabilitation treatment of
individuals from the Region and
abroesl

The Centre will comprise the following
parts:  Childeen  and  Adulis
rehabilitation  workshops  and
treatment facilities o serve appox. 10
peaple. hostel with 10 donble raams,
offices and personnel living quarters
[eowill also include open air
rehabilitution, sarden allotments e,
The plot for this Centre has been given
by the town, the design is prepared
[rec of charee by UNY Architect My,
5. H. Bymaszewski, attached 1o the
Town Board. Financing of this Centre
is sougzht from the following sources:
Mational Fund for Handicapped, Phare

with support of Crossbodes
Pomerania Crroup {Germany ) and Feos
- Ouwerture with help of our friends
from the municipalities of Yatad -
Sweden and Bornbolm - Denmark. The
hasic dezign for the Centre should be
completed by the end ol this vear o
make the funding applications
possible,
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UPPSALA MAJA IN
TARTU

The connection between Uppsala and
Tartu date back 1o the [Tth century
when Bstonia was under Swedish rle,
To this period also belongs the
foundation of the Universily in Tarty

by Gustavy [T Adolf, the second
Swedish University after the
University of Uppsala,

Today Tartu and Uppsala are
connected by an agreement
concluded between the twin towns,
The agreement includes cooperation
e dilTerent spheres of activities -
economical, cultural, educational etc.

Ome project in the agreement was
renovation of one ol the aldest (maore
than 230 vears oldy wooden house in
Tartu. Mow the house is known under
the name Uppsala Maja {Uppsala
House). The house’s | th century loak
his been micely combined with the
20th century conveniences insicde the
huwase, Uppsala Maja s meant as a
puest house, o the firse place Toe the
representatives of the instilutions
wher initiated and preatly contributed
the renovation ol the house: the Clity
Crovernments of Tartu and Uppsala,
the University of Uppsala and the
Apricultural Universily ol Sweden. It
is also open to other guests, Uppsala
Maja also pretends to be an
infermational and cultural centre
between Uppsala and Tartu.
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UMEA - NEW
MEMBER CITY ON
THE NORTHERN
COAST

Limed - the city by the coast - the new
member of the Union of the Baltic
Clities - is the biggest city in the north
of Sweden with 102.000 inhabitants
{1996}, Recently the population has
grown with more than Z.000
inhabitants each vear. The fact that
Uied atracts mostly young people
is due to the University and the
Universily Hospital and the Swedish
University of Agriculural Sciences.
Furthermore there are a great number



of rapidly growing enterpriscs
connected to future markets such as
biotechnology and information
lechnolopy.

U M E A

KOMMUN

Truck cabins from Umed. The largest
in Uimed 15 “Volvo Lastvagnar ABY
with somewhal more than 2,000
empliyees. The compuany produces
trick cabins eriginating from the very
sticcessiul FH-series. The reagon for
the production heing located in Umed
is due to the Tact that the first load-
bearing stecl coachwork cver made
wa developed by an Umed Enterprise
i the 1940-5. The average Umei
citizenis several vears younger and is
more educated than the Swede in
sencral. Approximately 54% of the
inhabitants in Umed are “immigrants™
Irom other pars of Sweden or from
ather parts of the world, Criminality
and mnemployviment rates are lower in
Umed compared 1o other larger cities
in Sweden,

Animportant port. The viedent fire of
June 25, 188K destroyed hall of the
city s many of the existing
shipyards. But stll wday Umedis an
important port along the Gulf of
Bothnia, in the novthern part of the
Baltic Sea. This is mainly due to the
big outport which was founded in the
1920-5, Big ferries run all vear round
Troon Uhmed o the sister community
Waasa in linland - a distance of 70 ki
deross ©Kvarken™.

Airport almost in the centre. The
commmunications 1o and from Umed ane
well organised. The airport of Umed is
situated just a few kilometers from the
centre and fying time 1o Stockholm is
less than an hour, Two European
highways E4 and E12 run through
Umed. The trains going north pass
Umea daily. Thanks 1o big investrents
during decades Umed has a
flourishing cultural lile, the Narrland
Opera, the Umed Symphony
Orchestra, theatres and the annual
recurrent festivals for jaze, chamber of
folk music and film.

The biggest rounders cup in the
waorld. If one looks at Umed (rom o
spol point-ol-view, the city has won,
an Olympic Gald Medal for skiing and
the Swedish Championship of ice-
hokey, Starting from the summer of
1990 Umed has two teams in the
Sweedish foathall series to cheer for.
Lmed has for many vears arranged the
biggest rounders cup in the world,
with 1100 playvers and tens of
themsands of viewers from differem
counirics.

The bust af king Gustery Adolf 11—
the founder of Umed,

River rafting and seal safari. For the
tourist the main objective is Usned,
The city has many altracting
congresses, [airs, festivals and sparts
event. Umed is also a cily for shopping
and campping, a city of hotels and a
cily for bathers. The sunmimer nights
are light, pulsating with events and
“immicks” from “imovative locals”,
River rafting and seal safan is really
something to iry out for the
advelurous torists, The winters oofer
sparkling white snow, skiing, dog
reant and snow scooler safar,

Aok ok

VAASA - THE
ADMINISTRATIVE,
EDUCATIONAL AND
TOURIST CENTRE
O WESTERN
FINLAND

Vaasa 15 nota very old city, il was
feunded in 1606 by King Charles 1X,
the youngest son of King Gustay
Vasa, We are bold enough Lo declare
that Waasa is the onlyeity in the world
thal has got its name after a royal
farnily. As the capital of the provinee
of Waasa the cily is in the centre of -
service area of about 450,000
inhabitants. The number of
inhabitants in Vaasa itselfis a bitover
33000, of which 269 have Swedich
as their mother language,

The ity was founded around the
eldest harbour and wading point in
Orstrobothnia, In 1852 Vaasa was bumt
to the ground and the new town of
Vaaza was built closer 1o betler port
conditions because of a special
phenamenon in this area: the ground
i5 rising about | meter in 100 vears.

Among ¥Waasa's strong sides [ want
to begin with Vaasa as centre of
experlise, Vaasa has been an
educational city through history.
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Higher education has been provided
since 1968 Today there are three
institutions of bigher cducation with
about 5000 students, The newest
institutions are the two schools of
vacational higher education. Traing is
also given on several
educational stages.

other

Waasa's postlion s industrial motor ol
the prevince is inguestionaible,
Especialy the multinational cnlerprises
LABB, Winsild Dicsel and KWI1 Pipe)
which ogether employ over 5000
persang, cnjoy considerable soocess
anthe global markels.

The many cultares and the biligualiy
are of advaritaze to Vansa, Vagsa has
A strong position as o manvesided
cultural centre of the region. Vausa's
importance as leading towest and
congress caenlre i Western Finland

is increasing, The amusement park in
the summer and the bathing paradise
all the vear reund are refreshing for
mand and hody of both old and young
peaple. The clean nature, the several
archipelagos and the many-sided
cultural  choice offer several
prograrmme services Tor fourists,

Wansa’ s geographical location next o
sweden is also an advantageous
tactor. The ferey trale has connecred
Maasu with Sweden during several
decades, 1n the last years we have ot
direet Tight connections 1o Stockholm,
which have hecome very populacin g
sl e, The Jone teaditions in the
canlicts [0 Swaden have also borne
vt that sense that the Kvarken
remion (with Voass us chiel city
Finland and Ulmed i Sweden) has
been acoepted by the EL as an
Interreg-repion.

An gerial view of the city of Vaasa with the Baltic Sea an the background,
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Wansa's interests in the Baltie region
also date from decades back, Umed
has been sister city Tor almost hall a
centiry, The 40" anniversary of the
sisler city activities belween Pirno
and Vaasa was celehrated in Augus
this year. Sister cily conlacts with
Schwerin and Kiel have existed for 30
vears. Thanks to the many good
contacts with Kiel. the provinee of
Woaasa has had for a vear its ownolfice
i Brossels, which has made it easier
e look after the interests ol the of
the municipalities in the Yaasa
provinee in relution o the ELL

Wlore information is available on
Internet homepage www Vs
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Union of the Baitic Cities (UBC) is a network of currently 65 member cities from all 10 Baltic countries, with the following
mission:
“The Union was initiated for the purpose of devaloping enoperation and exchange hetween the Cities - Union members.”

* The overriding goal of the Union is to contribute to democralic, economic, social, cultural ang environmentally
sustainable development of the Baltic Saa Region,

* The Union has an ohserver status with the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS), the Parliamentary Conference
on Cooperation in the Baltic Sea Arga, the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM) and the Council of Europe's Congress
of Local and Regional Authorities [ELHAE)

# The Union is governed by the General Bunrarannu the President, fwo Vice-Presidents and the Exeuuiive Board
cunsist‘ing of one mnmlm nlh' reprnsantatlua from aanh Baltln SBa nuunmh

gven wmklrm ﬂummlsslnns on ﬂammunfnﬂtlm. {:ul{ure,
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