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Activity Report 

October 2001 – May 2002

I.
TransCom Meeting, General Conference 13 October 2001 in Rostock

The meeting was reporting back from the discussion that took place during the re-start and planning meeting in Göteborg, June 2001. An action plan was presented and decided on including three prioritised areas for the coming two years: Public Transport, Cycling and Mobility Management.

II.
Preparation of project proposal together with Eurocities/ACCESS & EA.UE

During March 2002 the UBC Commission on Transportation received an invitation from Eurocities/ACCESS and European Academy of the Urban Environment (EA.UE) to join as partner in a project proposal under the Community Framework for Cooperation to Promote Sustainable Urban Development. The UBC Transportation Secretariat decided to join the work and a project proposal was sent to the EC in late March but is not decided on yet.

The project proposal is named INTENSE - Integrating Transport and Environment through City Staff Exchanges. INTENSE wants to enable the exchange of information and experience in the field of environmentally friendly mobility through staff exchange schemes, and it aims to remove barriers to creating sustainable urban transport, especially of technical and political nature, through the transfer of knowledge among European cities.

III.
Public Transport Seminar, 18 April 2002 in Riga

More than 40 participants representing 23 UBC member cities from 9 BSR countries came to the Congress Hall in Riga to listen to speakers from Estonia, Latvia, Sweden, Norway, Finland and Denmark. The title of the seminar was “Worst practice in managing public transport- mistakes we have made for others to avoid” Questions where raised about strategic planning to facilitate efficient public transport, how to organise public transport and ways to finance investments and to operate the public transport systems. There was also a session at the seminar together with the Commission on Urban Planning, dealing with the influence of transport planning on the creation of people oriented public spaces. In the evening the City of Riga had a reception for the Commission on Transportation and for the Commission on Urban Planning.

IV.
Annual Meeting, 19 April 2002 in Riga

On the second day in Riga 18 participants from 15 member cities joined the Commission on Transportations Annual Meeting. The participants discussed how to work within the TransCom network and how to build and use the network as efficient as possible with the available resources. The meeting also included a planning session.

V.
Baltic Cities Bulletin – Transportation in Baltic Cities

During early 2002 a decision was made to let the next issue of the Baltic Cities Bulletin focus on “Transportation in Baltic Cities”. This was a very good idea because it is matching the fact that the Commission on Transportation has had a re-start and it has resulted in a growing network of interested member cities.

VI.
Preparing for Bicycle Seminar to be held 13-14 September 2002 in Cesis

The next TransCom meeting is now under full preparation and the first announcement is made to all member cities on the 16th of May. The seminar takes origin in the traffic situation in the former Eastern European countries. Car traffic is rapidly growing. Public Transport faces huge challenges. Walking plays a comparatively big role. The bicycle is traditionally not at all a part of city transportation. However, cycling offers a contribution to a better environment in the cities and meaningful exercise. But how could planning for cycling be promoted? Which planning principles and strategies should be developed? Which are the pitfalls?
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