UNION OF THE BALTIC CITIES

Commission on Transportation

Activity Report 

June 2002 - February 2003
I.
Invitation for the Bicycle Seminar in Cesis 13th-14th September 2002

The Commission on Transportation invited the member cities to a bicycle seminar in Cesis 13th-14th of September to discuss how to plan for cycling according to recreation and transportation. The programme was dealing with the traffic situation in the former Eastern European countries where the car traffic is rapidly growing, the public transport faces huge challenges and the bicycle is traditionally not a part of city transportation.

II.
Baltic Cities Bulletin – Transportation in Baltic Cities

The first Baltic Cities Bulletin 2002 was focusing on “Transportation in Baltic Cities”. This was at the same time as the Commission on Transportation had its re-start and several TransCom members took their chance to show good transport examples from their cities. The publication also resulted in a growing network of interested member cities.

III.
Bicycle Seminar in Cesis 13th-14th September 2002

More than 40 participants from 20 different cities in the Baltic Sea Region came to Cesis to take part in the TransCom Bicycle Seminar. The participants were dis​cussing how to plan for cycling according to recreation and transportation. There were speakers from national, regional and local level in Latvia presenting the Latvian Cycling Development Programme, The Cycle Route Network Development in the Riga Region and The Bicycle Transport Development Plan of Riga. There were also Scandinavian speakers from Copen​hagen in Denmark and Orebro and Malmo in Sweden talking about the cycling policy and route planning in those cities. After the presentations there was a discussion about how to plan for cycling, what the benefits are and how it is possible to change attitudes.

During the second day a bicycle excursion was planned along the cycling tracks outside Cesis, but because of the bad weather the excursion was made by bus.

There was also a pre-seminar bicycle excursion in and around Riga the day before the seminar. The central historic part of Riga and the first bicycle route were presented.
IV.
Commission on Transportation Secretariat

The secretariat is responsible for administration and network facilities according to the Commission on Transportation. The secretariat is also coordinating the activities and meetings for the commission, which is planned and organized together with the member cities. What to do and where, is decided on initiative of the members and discussed during the annual meetings. The basic idea is to have two seminars and one annual meeting per year. Information about the activities and meetings are published on the TransCom website.

In June 2002 Sofie Vennersten started to work at the Traffic and Public Transport Authority in Göteborg. She will help Lisa Sundell working at the Transport Secretariat among other things.

V.
Commission on Transportation Network 

The TransCom network is continuously growing. Information about the members is registered on a contact list, which today contains 27 cities from 9 different countries. The members have been well represented at the activities and seminars up until now, and the aim is to use the network also outside the arranged TransCom meetings. The contact list is available on the TransCom website.
VI.
Preparation for Mobility Management seminar and Annual meeting 24th –25th of April in Tallinn and Paldiski

The next meeting of the commission is at the moment being prepared. The first announcement was sent out just before Christmas 2002, and the programme is now being finalised and will be sent out in February. The seminar will introduce the concept of Mobility Management which is still unknown for a lot of people. Questions concerning increased efficiency in transport systems through new technique, attractive transport solutions, attitudes and new forms of collaboration will be treated. 

Schedule for the Commission on Transportation (TransCom) 2003:
24th of April: 
Mobility Management Seminar in Tallinn, Estonia

25th of April:
Annual Meeting in Paldiski, Estonia

September:
Bicycle Seminar with workshops in Viljandi, Lithuania
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