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1. Meeting in Tallinn January 2006
Commission on Education had an Annual Meeting on 27th January 2006 in Tallinn in School Kullo. Chairman of the meeting was the chairman of Commission on Education Mr Kurt Petterson, organizer secretary of the commission Ms Annely Veevo. 28 participants from Latvia, Finland, Norway, Poland, Sweden and Estonia were presented at the meeting.

First of all the Director of Tallinn School of Extracurricular Activities "Kullo", Mr. Urmas Uska, welcomed the Commission on Education in Kullo and expressed his gladness that Commission has the annual meeting in Kullo. Mr Pettersson, the Chairman of the Commission on Education, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.
In year 2006 there was a lot of opportunities to participate in the projects and activities by commission on education. Commission had planned commission meetings, teachers workshop in Norrtälje, research school in Norrtälje, conference in Tallinn, photocompetition and practical training for students. Commission needed extra money for projects and activities. This money got from different funds.

This year fulfilled 65 years from education of Extracurricular Activities in Estonia. In 8.-10.April it was celebrated with international conference and gala concert in Tallinn. The name of conference was „Non-Formal Education – Asset for Youth and Society“. The speech themes were 1.Aspects of non-formal learning today; 2. Compulsory education and non-formal learning; 3. Challenge for local authorities and 4. Asset for youth and society.
The photocompetition My Friend in my City took place per internet and the target group was 13.-16 years old youth. On 01.05-31.07 was competition and 01.08-24.08 rating from jury. More information about photocompetition is on website: www.photo.kardla.ee
How to inspire the members to co-operate? was the important theme of the meeting. The Commission on Education is focusing on mutual understanding between young people from different cultures around the Baltic Sea; on dissemination new information and successful experiences of education and in other UBC subjects  and on strengthening of the development of democracy in Europe by fostering the idea of the life long learning. The participants gave some good ideas how to improve the commission work: to make next meeting presentation about co-operation in other commissions and networks; to disseminate information trough contact persons and take an initiative; to have on website of UBC a database, where member cities can log in and have information about commission’s work; to make more co-operation between schools and take part in different projects and to have right contact persons. Mr Eesmaa, vice-chairman of commission pointed a problem – we all want to get  information but not to give.

It would be good to know how work another commissions – what kind of problems do they have?
2. ”Activities for schoolchildren after schooltime”, international conference and concert in April in Tallinn.  Hobby education in Estonia – 65!
On April 8th-9th the conference Hobby education – added value for youth and society took place and related topics were discussed in Kanutiaia Youth House in Tallinn (Estonia).
Among the participants there were heads of Estonian hobby schools, representatives of local governments and also foreign guests. International organisations like the Union of the Baltic Cities (UBC), European Association for Leisure Time Institutions of Children and Youth (EAICY), International Movement for Leisure in Science and Technology (MILSET) and the European Network for the Promotion of Youth Leisure and Voluntary Activities and Recognition of Youth Non-formal and Informal Learning were presented.
The topics were: non-formal education today, diverse nature of education, needs and opportunities, and added value for life. Participants visited Tallinn hobby schools and took part of anniversary concert where the best groups from hobby schools performed.

As the participants saw, non-formal education activities in Europe are diverse and vary by regions. That diversity deserves to be preserved and developed, whereas sharing the experiences and good practices between all partners. Non-formal education offers the conditions and opportunities for implementation of social pedagogic and prevention of social developmental disorders, integration of ethnic minorities, carrying out vocational and pre-education, advanced learning for young people with special educational needs, introduction of environment-friendly and sustainable lifestyle and supplements formal education. Non-formal education has a dimension of democracy – children can acquire knowledge, skills and experiences of their own choice.
The participants of Hobby education 65! pointed  that it is important to:

1. consider the realisation of principles of social democracy in hobby education (categorization based on sex, age and hobbies, taking into account the different socio-economic background).
2. support the EAICY initiative in developing non-formal and informal education; take part in local and international conferences, seminars and training visits. 

3. initiate hobby activities in the field of science and technology, taking part in competitions and international cooperation. Cooperate with MILSET to raise innovative awareness of the young people.

4. regard hobby education as a systematic, long-term, supervised learning and hobby activities as voluntary free-time activities equally important in youngsters’ upbringing.

5. consider intellectually developing hobby education (fine arts) and physically developing free-time activities (sports) equally important in harmonic upbringing of children. Regard them separately – as equally important aspects to youngsters, and mutually irreplaceable. 

6. consider the importance of continuing research in this field. 

7. acknowledge the high level of management and good results of music and art education and their position in pre-professional education and cultural history. 

8. ensure that qualification requirements and social guarantees for educators in hobby education system and the formal education is equalised. Emphasise the in-service training and qualification of educators.

9. regard hobby education as a supporting structure for increasing emotional and creativity training and environmental awareness, whereas seeking opportunities for integration in order to establish a coherent education system.
10. take full use of the opportunities of formal schools to advance hobby education and recreational activities at these schools.  

11. accept the wish of young people – to make hobby education accessible in locations as close to home as possible (especially in rural areas).
12. appreciate hobby education as a guarantee for sustainable cultural heritage.
13. follow the principle of life long learning in development of hobby education.
14. pay more attention, where possible, to developing and financing hobby education and recreational activities on national and local municipality level.
15. advance Internet-based learning
16. acknowledge the diversity of curricula-based recreational activities and define the areas as follows: fine arts: music, art, handicrafts, technical creation and skills, natural sciences (biology, physics, astronomy, clubs for nature and environment friends, etc); general culture (incl. foreign languages) and sports.
3. Erken Laboratory Research School 2006
This summer we repeated our most appreciated Research School for students of the age of 17-19 at the Erken Laboratory. The laboratory is beautifully situated in the countryside of Norrtälje, Sweden, immediately on the shore of Lake Erken. For the summer of 2006, we presented a course for 16 students, including an introductory week with lectures in general limnology and a concluding week where we summarize the students’ work. In between, the students work independently with their Research Projects at the frontline of limnology (ecology of freshwater), under the protective wings of our young international supervisors. We had students from Sweden,Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Western Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and Poland that participated in the Erken Laboratory Research School 2006.

The Research School was a boarding school or  “scientific monastery”. All students lived together and worked together at the laboratory, and the scientific discussions  became a part of life. However, as we recognize that science after all is not everything, we also offered other types of activities in the end of the days. These were sports, a barbecue, a visit to the historical village of Storholmen and a trip to Stockholm.

The main objective of the Research School is to let the students work with scientific research. This was done in the projects. In the projects, the students themselves are responsible for asking and answering the scientific questions that appear. They plan and design field- and laboratory work, they work independently in the laboratories, and they report their results. The projects were conducted in 100 hours. Two students worked together in one project. 
4. Photocompetition

Commission on Education of Union of The Baltic Cities and Kärdla Town Government organized from 15 February to  30 September 2006 a Youth Photocompetition of UBC, where 13.-16. years old youth from the UBC area participated. 
The Project manager was Annely Veevo, the secretary of UBC Commission on Education, who has organized many youth projects. To the team belonged in IT-field Tarmo Kähr and professional Photographer Hanno Luukas. An aim of the photocompetition was to develop a youth virtuosity and skills and promote a hobby education through international prism. That with photos, which describe friendship between young people and their action/ hobby’s.
In the photocompetition  participated youngsters from Union of Baltic Cities, who were born from 1990 to 1993. Every participant could send to competition max. 5 photos,  which were taken in year 2006. Photos should be in digital form and photo collage and digital editing was not allowed. 
To photocompetition came in 55 photos from 15 participants. Represented were Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. In beginning more youth was registered (incl. Sweden and Poland), but for some reason they did not upload their photos. 
By rating Jury considered   art to catch interesting moments, details and spirits, what would characterise his/her firend. The jury announced 1 first, 1 second and 1 third prize and 5 consolation prizes.  The prize fund was 1000 EUR

I prize:
Pentax Bino DCF HR II 10x42 binoculars (320 eur)



II prize: 
Memory Card Lexar Compact Flash 2 GB Professional or similar, 80x 1(200 eur)

III prize:
tripod Manfrotto 055 DB (150 eur)

5 consolation prizes (Photobooks „Hiiumaa”) and as a symbol  of gratitude for other participants a small souvenir. 
The competition photos will stay in the Photo Bank of UBC. From photos will organized an exhibition, which is possible to engage to other membercities too 

Jury has 12 members from Sweden (2), Latvia (1), Poland (2), Estonia (4), Finland (1) and independent experts from England (2). 
5. Teachers workshop in Norrtälje

Commission on Education wanted two years to organise a special workshop for teachers to explore how does the Swedish school system work:  a general overview; visit to Rodengymnasiet and joining a lesson; Ideas of flexible teaching, distance pedagogy, subject integration and teaching styles. schedule solutions, mentorship, personal development of the student, Student health care, Local student democracy. Unfortunately interest to this workshop was very small and for this reason commission cancelled it.
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