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Bergen is a historic port city rich in the arts and culture, with a range of nationally and internationally active artists and institutions. In 2000 Bergen was a successful European Capitol of Culture. Bergen is Norway’s second city with a population of 240 000. Major industries are oil & gas, seafood, shipping, research and education, tourism and services. 

The UBC Commission on Culture meeting is at the same time as the Mini Midi Maxi children’s theatre festival; the festival is international in its scope – in 2007 performances from Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Russia, England and Norway were presented, with the addition of an international seminar and meeting program. The UBC forum will meet a number of the artists from the festival, as well as see at least one performance.

Theme

Art for Children - practice and theory: Reaching children and young people is a core competence for cities. Questions of what is quality, what is the good meeting between art and children, how does one strengthen the communication skills of both children and artists are central to the theme. 

Bergen will give an update on Norway’s major school program “The Cultural Rucksack” (Den kulturelle skolesekken) for professional art and culture in schools aged 6 to 16. The city of Bergen is implementing a program for pre-schools (Den kulturelle bæremeisen). This is a large program with challenges in production and in distribution. 

Thursday 27th November

17:00
Mini, Midi Maxi festival - stage productions for children:


“Houdini’s suitcase” performed by Pickled Image (UK) at Småscenen, Den Nationale Scene

19:00
Reception at the Hanseatic Museum followed by official dinner given by the Mayor of 
Bergen at Bryggen Tracteursted

Friday 28th November

Venue: Vestlandske Kunstindustrimuseum (West Norway Museum of Decorative Art)

09:30 
Bergen City of Culture


Opening by Commissioner for Culture, sports and business development Henning Warloe

10:00 
Children’s culture - Policies and methods, with project examples


Presentation by Head of the "Barnas Hus" Competence Centre for Art for Children 
Turid Fadnes 

11:00
Break with refreshments

Friday 28th November cntd.

11:30
Presentation of "The Cultural Rucksack" and "The Cultural Kindergarden sack"

12:45
Lunch at Zupperia

13:45
Change of venue – walk on foot to:

Logen Theatre

14:00
“The Gatekeeper’s of Children’s Theatre” – presentation by Tim Supple


Tim Supple was appointed Artistic Director of the Young Vic, London in 1993. He also works regularly at The 
National Theatre and The Royal Shakespeare Company.

15:00
Discussion with Tim Supple and the participants based on the presentation

16:00 
Change of venue – walk on foot to:

Vestlandske Kunstindustrimuseum (West Norway Museum of Decorative Art)

16:15
Bergen Contemporary Music Ensemble BIT20 and the opera company Den Nye Opera jointly investigates the relationship between art and children; how do we make children intrigued by the wonderful world of art, and how do we inspire children to communicate through art.

Presentation by Artistic director Stein Olav Henrichsen
17:30
Questions and discussions

18:00
End of programme 

19:00
Pick-up by bus at hotel to Edvard Grieg Museum, Troldhaugen

19:45
Visit and short concert in the Villa

21:00
Dinner at Brasserie Troldhaugen given by the City of Bergen’s Commissioner for Culture 

23:00
Return by bus to the hotel

Saturday 29th November

Venue: Bergen Art Museum, Lysverket. Rasmus Meyers allé 9

11:00
Bergen Art Museum’s Arts programmes for children. Methods and tour of the museum.

12:30
Digital technologies at Confluences Museum – presentation by Yves Armel Martin, 
Director of the 
“Centre Erasme”/”Confluence Museum”, Rhône Department


A new museum is under construction in Lyon (France): the Confluence museum will focus on interactions between  
sciences and societies. The Erasme center explores the most promising technologies and proposes new 
interaction design.

13:30
Award ceremony 

14:00
End formal programme 


Optional:


Walk on foot to the hotel 


14:15
Farewell-lunch at own expense at the hotel


16:00
Guided tour at Bryggen

Sunday 30th November

The trip “Norway in a Nutshell” is possible on Sunday 30th November 08:40 – 18:00.  (Own expense)

Registration by 1st October 2008

Kindly use the enclosed registration form and e-mail it to: ubc@unison.as or fax: +47 55 31 10 53

For any inquires please contact Elisabeth Hobrad, + 47 91 86 37 02

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE PROGRAMME IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
Invitation to the Union of the Baltic Cities


Commission on Culture
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