Tallinn 

Meeting of Gender Commission 17-19/4-2008

Participants: 

Asta Puodziuniene - city of Panevezys, Ulla-Karin Skoghag - city of Nyköping, Isabell Landström - city of Örebro, Ann-Sofi Lagercrantz - city of Kalmar, Helene Brewer - city of Umeå, Tatyana Aleksankina & Irina Malahovskaja - city of Tallinn, Kristin Maaseide (Friday) - city of Kristiansand, Aurora Moberg (Friday) - city of Umeå
Program

Welcome to meeting

Practical details

Chair and secretariat

1. Presentation of delegates

On the agenda of the cities:
Thrine  - campaign for more men to teaching, celebrating the 100 th anniversary of womens right to vote, more women with decision-making, pay-gap.

Asta – pay-gap, political decision-making, few men in schools

Ulla-Karin - growing so quickly we can not quite cope with the planning. Is the airport in Skavsta used for trafficking transportation? Women and men are working together in political and council authorities. No gender department or plan. The gender commission can be used to change the towns possibilities in this area.
Ann-Sofie – gender mainstreaming resources education for 20 people within the municipality of Kalmar. 3-day workshop now in förvaltningar at top management level working with these issues. 
Isabell – head of planning unit in Örebro. Many issues and one of them is gender equality.

Tatyana – NGO for the building, work with children, teenagers, gender and social questions, also historical interest, also in Cultural Commission.
2. News since December meeting
* Gender Commission – meeting with the Institution of gender equality. Maybe this autumn or next spring due to that the Institute has not yet opened.
* Web material is ready now and can be put out on website.

* The Commission secretariat has worked with an application which has been prepared for Urbact programme. This is part of the work regarding gender equal labour market. The project is called Gender Equal Labour Market, GELM. 

3. Economic report
The budget for 2008 has been approved by the board of the UBC, so now we know our resources for the year. Commission approved of suggested specific financing according to secretariat proposal.

4. Web discussion
 3R – yes, gender mainstreaming – yes
Discussion on the tools for Master suppression: maybe not on the website. Too negative, Scandinavian surrounding, needs a seminar or possibilities to discuss matters around.
What happens when you try to change? Big variety is necessary.

Tool suggestion: Ann Bomans tool – the ladder! (Boman in Moldavia, Slovenia etc.)
Strategies – resistance: Ulla-Karin has this in English and Russian. 

There is a new film to show confirmation techniques by the union (Ledarna). 
Check lists could be useful
Good examples: Terrassa example poster with men (politicians, famous men etc.)The same in Örebro, could this be on the website?
Example from Denmark: trafficking-campaign on buses. 

Helene will continue the website work. Other delegates will send material to the secretariat.

5. Report from work for conference on prostitution and trafficking
Ann-Sofi has arranged some meetings regarding the rally and the seminar. Commitment is being made with police, organisations, NGO´s etc.

Kalmar is preparing for the decision of the Stafett and hopefully Tallinn will be next town.

Aarhus could also probably be a future town for the campaign.
Kalmar has talked to SIDA about preparing Stafetten. 

Time plan:

Meeting  in Tallinn on 29 May, on project on labour market and prostitution. If possible the representatives from Kalmar will be going to this meeting and meeting representatives from the city of Kalmar.
Decision to forward the seminar until November due to Stafett and better program. In this way it will be possible to pass on the Stafett from Kalmar to the next town.
Suggestion for new dates: 6-7/11

Working group: Tallinn, Aarhus, Kalmar

6. Present situation in the cities
Discussion on statistics, comparability, what do we want to show? This is continuing the December discussion and part of preparing for statistic report for UBC on gender issues.
Focus areas:

· 3-7  questions (labour market)
· Comparable statistics/scale for comparability

A list of possible areas that evolved from discussion: 

Gender pay-gap, Brain-drain problems (nr 2)

Political participation in municipalities

Demographic situation in the countries

Teachers gender (In Estonia 1% male in primary school)

Municipality/governmental structure

Equality law in Estonian country

Health care

Education, work – labour market

Wages/pay-gap

Business boards (example Norway)

Statistics on funding Women shelter

Prostitution and Human Trafficking
Representation in the political area and private sector, democratic sector
Salary and pay-gap, independent issue

Parental leave, shared responsibility

Health issues, how do we feel/sick-leave

Education and education level
Transit area is a problem in Skavsta airport. People come from Baltic region, but also from other countries that use Baltic area as a transit country. Web prostitution.
Friday 18/4

Report from Urbact II and Gender Equal Labour Market

GELM

Information on GELM project

If we are accepted – how do we create a good partnership?

If we are not accepted – how do we carry on the work?

Researchers part of the project? Will they be on top or together? We will be back with the result of the application next week.
Other questions

Presentation of the Kristiansand delegate who arrived on Friday, and about the current situation in Kristiansand.
      Project manager in Kristiansand

Mapping of prostitution situation in Kristiansand – there is a report in Norwegian.

About Kristiansand

79 000 inhabitants

130 nationalities

No brain-drain area, increase of population by 1000 every year

University city

Rural to urban area

55% under the age of 40

Low unemployment rate

8 000 students, 500 of them are part time students

60% of them are female students (nursing, health, social work)

20% female students in technology etc

87% of teachers at school level are females

Mobile prostitutes - 250 prostitutes visiting Kristiansand each year. From Asia, Africa

20 prostitutes living in Kristiansand – one has to look for it very closely

Mostly women but some men. Mostly Asian, youth prostitution is increasing in Norway – we want to do a separate mapping on this. Mostly vulnerable children doing this. Website prostitution.
We also found a few cases of trafficking and the police is working with it. Very well organized today; there is a connection between the prostitutes living and the travelling prostitutes. We are starting up one night a week to open up a social service center. Children welfare department and health service are very reluctant to ask about prostitution because they do not know what to do. We are setting up a group to make some education material. 

Short round by all delegates in the Commission so Kristin knows who is joining the commission. 
Study visit at Tallinn Women Crisis Centre 
Study visit at project “Integration of Women involved in Prostitution including victims of Human trafficking into the legal labour market.
The study visits were very interesting and gave all of us an insight and new ideas how we can work with these issues in our home towns. We also got contact for future collaboration for seminars etc. 

Thankyou to Crisis Centre and Equal project for this 

very informative and interesting study visists.

Presentation of youth centre and social work in Tallinn.

18 council centers from 18-24 yrs old in Estonia. In Tallinn there are three of them. Like Ungdomsmottagningen in Sweden. January-March this year we had 700 youngsters already visiting the centers in Tallinn.
Estonian section of health association is the organiser of this.
Information for young people on sexual issues, reproduction, rights, law etc.

This service is free of charge for young people

The centre works within this field: counselling, psychology, educational programs, school lectures for students at schools – sexual education at the schools.
Two weeks ago the centre organised a conference on these issues, amongst others RFSU participated. International cooperation on these questions – help other and new countries to engage and become more active and successful in these questions. Project just started and is for 3 years. Estonia, Latvia and Hungary are coordinators. Moldavia, Ukraine and … are partners in the project.
Local Action Plan 2008-2009

All parts of action plan are being addressed in different ways and there will be more information shortly on the website.      

Closure of the meeting of the Commission on Gender Equality April 17-19/4
We will prepare a new meeting depending on the result of GELM.

Next commission meeting will be held in November 6-7. This meeting will take place in the same town as the prostitution seminar. (Tallinn or Kalmar)
Thankyou everyone for coming and taking part in this meeting
Thankyou Tatiana and Irina for making all arrangements
 and preparing such interesting meetings and study visits
For all participants:
· Send the statistics to secretariat
· Inform about the Commission´s work to home town
· Clarify about seminar in November

· Secretariat will send information about EWL, UBC, Stafett mot prostitution och människohandel to working groups.
· Please remember to push for other cities in the countries not yet represented. 

· For the new cities a wish and welcome on also sending men as representatives to the Commission.

Secretary for notes Helene Brewer
