REPORT FROM UBC COMMISSION ON TOURISM WORKING MEETING
GDAŃSK 3 – 5.IV.2008.

INTRODUCTION


The UBC Commission on Tourism Working Meeting was held on 3 – 5.IV. 2008  in Gdańsk, Poland.


The theme of the first part of the Meeting was „Challenges & opportunities of tourism in BSR”. The second part was themed as „Towards sustainable tourism in BSR”. The final part was devoted to internal matters of Commission on Tourism like discussions, voting etc. The Meeting programme is enclosed in the report.


The Meeting was attended  by 27 participants, including representatives from 16 Member Cities, as well as invited guest from governments, international organizations and universities. The list of participants is enclosed to the report.
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FRIDAY, April 4th 2008

The following  speakers delivered addresses during the first part of the Meeting.

· Mr Ryszard Zdrojewski, The Chairman of the Commission on Tourism, warmly welcomed all participants.
· A presentation of all participants took place.

· UBC General Secretariat presentation – Paweł Żaboklicki, UBC Secretary General. The main issues of the presentation: general info about the UBC, acts, statute, mission, structure, commissions, projects, UBC events in 2007, planed events for 2008.
· Presentation on the bicycle paths – Agnieszka Pomaska, Deputy Chair of the Gdańsk City Council, Gdansk City Hall. The main issues of the presentation: general info about the project, maps and photos of the bicycle paths, budget of the project, successes so far, plans for the future. 
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· Strategy of tourism development in the Pomeranian Region – Marta Chełkowska, director of Tourism Department, Pomeranian Marshall Office in Gdansk. The main issues of the presentation: general info about Pomeranian Region, tourist potential, Strategy for 2004 – 2013, mission, 6 priorities, results.
· The examples of tourism good practices in the Pomeranian Region –  dr Jacek Podhorski-Piotrowski, Faculty of Economics, University of Gdańsk. The main issues of the presentation: social and economical view on tourism, promotion of Poland, tourist products, promotion of Pomerania, presentation on the importance of amber for the region, institutions connected with amber.
· South Baltic Programme 2007-2013 presentation – Monika Cholewczyńska, European Transborder Co-operation Programme Contact Point, Pomeranian Marshall Office in Gdańsk. The main issues of the presentation: SBR general info, history, geography ( partition of the founds from budget ), objectives, priorities (1. economic competitiveness, 2. attractiveness and common identity, 3. technical assistance), potential beneficiaries, implementation structures.
[image: image3.jpg]



The following  speakers delivered addresses during the second part of the Meeting.

· Presentation about the II edition of the project “BSR – Perfect Tourism Zone” – Ryszard Zdrojewski , Chairman of the Commission on Tourism. The main issues of the presentation: general info about the Commission on Tourism, main goals and general info about the “BSR – Perfect Tourism Zone” catalogue, presentation of the first and the second edition of the catalogue, questions, suggestions.
· Sustainable tourism and project AGORA 2,0 presentation – prof. dr Wilhelm Steingrube, director of the Institute of Geography & Geology, University of Greifswald. The main issues of the presentation: main parts of the AGORA 2,0 (policy implementation, market research, innovation incubator), future of BSR tourism (improvement of innovation and sustainability), main objective ( AGORA 2,0 wants to support development in the BSR Region, so that it becomes a model for sustainability and competitiveness), structure, 
· Presentation of the idea of Regiobike project – dr Marcin Wołek, Faculty of Economics, University of Gdańsk. The main issues of the presentation: Regiobike is to be the project that connects sustainable tourism & sustainable transportation.
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Afterwards a discussion took place. The main issues of the discussion were:

· Continuing with the  “BSR – Perfect Tourism Zone” project plus the website idea (idea of establishing a website connected with the  “BSR – Perfect Tourism Zone” catalogue)
· Participation of the Commission on Tourism in the AGORA 2,0 project and the Regiobike project
· Place and date for CoT General Conference 

CLOSING OF THE MEETING

Participants decided about continuing on the “BSR – Perfect Tourism Zone” project and taking part in 2 projects: the AGORA 2.0 project and the Regiobike project. Moreover there was a proposition of organizing the annual meeting in Trelleborg, Sweden, at the beginning of October. Mr Ryszard Zdrojewski, Chairman of the Commission on Tourism, expressed his warm thanks to the City of Gdańsk, delegates from member cities, speakers, guests and the UBC secretariat for their outstanding contribution to the success of the Commission on Tourism Working Meeting.

