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UBC Commission on Education
Activity Report October 2009 – September 2011
2009
Nature school network meeting, December 17,  2009, Riga
After welcoming  words from Mare Aasma, Vice-Chairman of UBC Commission on Education, there was an information about the Erken Laboratory and the Färsna Farm by Karin Beronius, Uppsala university and Susanne Jansson, Norrtälje Nature conservation foundation. The Nordplus application for the nature schools network – terms and draft application was gone through by Karin Beronius, Uppsala university, Erken Laboratory. Kadri Randmaa from Kärdla Town Government presented the draft project “Interactive Baltic Sea program for children”. 
It was the first network meeting after the decision what commission made on 3rd April 2009 in Tallinn, to create a network of nature schools in the Baltic region. 
2010

Board meeting of the  UBC Commission on Education, March 16, 2010, Stockholm
On the agenda there were 3 topics: activities 2010, budget 2010 and other questions. 

Research for education in UBC, Spring-Summer 2010
The goal of the research was to have information about the education system in UBC countries. UBC Commission on Education is the first place where people will ask about education in UBC cities and countries. The Research comprises an overview about European Union and nation-state policy of education; School education, Higher education and Structure of Education System.
Environmental project for youth, whole the year 2010
Year 2010 was preparation time for commission having contacts to teachers and working out 5 parts of environmental youth project (*coast survey *informative text reading *tests, quizzes *essays *drawing). In Autumn was time to build up a computer system and it was tested in different countries, which have joined the youth program. 
Nature school network, Spring 2010
Network of nature schools and centers applied for support from the Nordic Council of Ministers. The deadline was 1 March and reply was positive in the end of May. 
In the meeting commission planned to arrange three, one week long, pedagogical courses for teachers during three years. In connection to the courses, course material, in the shape of a pedagogical handbook, will be constructed and also distributed to the different partner institutions and participants. The courses and the material will be on three different themes: Outdoor teaching; Humans and nature, where nature is represented by 3 different biotopes (water, the forest and acre land), Pedagogies in teaching climatic effects. For that ideas it was decided to apply money from Nordplus programme. 

Erken Laboratory Research School, June 7 – July 3,  2010, Sweden
The research school had 16 participants from different countries around the Baltic Sea, who went to the Erken Laboratory for one month in the summer. The goal of the research schools were to offer students between the age of 17-19 years from countries affected by the Baltic Sea to attend a “scientific monastery” to increase cultural exchange between the young people in the region and at the same time increase the interest for higher education and natural sciences. 
Summer university for teachers

The summer university for 24 young teachers in natural sciences was hold at the Erken Laboratory during two weeks in August 2010 with the topic “Lakes as pedagogical tools in education”.    

Promote young entrepreneurs 

Representative of commission on education participated on 20 May 2010 in Denmark in kick-off meeting for priority area 8 in Danish Ministry of Economic and Business Affairs, Copenhagen. By a lot of speeches there was thematic group session for 4 themes: entrepreneurship education and culture; trade and investment promotion; entrepreneurship in green business; labour mobility. 

UBC Commission on Education proposed project “Promote young entrepreneurs”. It was one what UBC Executive Board decided to go forward with. 
Nature School Network, 1-8 August 2010

Nature schools network - A common project on outdoor education with training of staff from 6 partner nature schools (22 teachers) was take place during one week in august at  the Erken Laboratory and Färsna farm, Norrtälje, Sweden.

Vocational education

Commission has worked on creating a network for vocational education, similar to the network for nature schools and centers.  In year 2010 a group of people prepared a joint project but it could not be finalized due to different interests and vocational education systems. 

Annual Meeting of Commission on Education 2010  

On September 27 and 28, 2010  the Commission on Education had its annual meeting in Tallinn. Commission made an overview of educational research, nature school network, the environmental project and the flagship project “Promote young entrepreneurs”. The annual meeting was held in two days: on first day  was presented pproject  for young entrepreneurs and network of vocational education; second day for network of nature schools and centers and running projects. 
2011
Cooperation with other Commissions

Commission on Education wanted to prepare a joint project with Commission on Business Cooperation about young entrepreneurs, but it failed because the person who must be contact person from Kiel became ill. 
Commission on Education will take part in joint project of Commission on Youth Issues about motivating youth to be active and take part. 

Board meeting of the UBC Commission on Education on  February 11,  2011 using teleconference program
Commission board tried to have a meeting using teleconference program. It did not run easily, there were some problems with hearing and seeing. But the most topics we had in the agenda, were covered. 

EDEN4YOU – Entrepreneurship Development through an European Network for Youngsters and Women. 
EDEN4YOU project was prepared in the beginning of 2011. It targets  particularly young and female entrepreneurs, to be involved in a new dynamic employment model where they can have leading roles. The Programme is focused in particular on POLICIES.
Erken Laboratory Research School,  June 13 – July 9, 2011, Sweden
The goal of the research schools were to offer students between the age of 17-19 years from countries affected by the Baltic Sea to attend in a  “scientific monastery” to increase cultural exchange between the young people in the region and at the same time increase the interest for higher education and natural sciences. The students were offered a very good base in scientific education and a good atmosphere in a beautiful environment. All students conducted a project work of about 100 hours, finished with a written scientific report, a presentation and a poster. In addition, the students took part in several social activities in order to get to know each other, Swedish and other cultures.

Nature School Network,  August 7-14, 2010

Nature schools network - A common project on outdoor education with training of staff from 6 partner nature schools (22 teachers) was taken place during one week in august at  the Erken Laboratory and Färsna farm, Norrtälje, Sweden.

Comenius Regio
An application to the Comenius region program was granted in July 2011 and the bilateral project between Norrtälje municipality and Tallinn city on outdoor teaching and nature as a pedagogical tool will run for two years from  August 1, 2011.

Board meeting of the Commission on Education on August 16, 2011

Norrtälje announced, that they will not continue with Commission on Education and made proposal to Kärdla take over chairmanship of commission. In the meeting were discussed the technical issues about the new chairmanship and Kärdla took time for consideration. 
Action plan 2012 - 2013
I Promote young entrepreneurs

Next years Commission on Education will focus on topic “promote young entrepreneurs”, what is one of the flagship topic of Baltic sea Strategy:

a) EDEN4YOU – Entrepreneurship Development through an European Network for Youngsters and Women

EDEN4YOU project was prepared in the beginning of 2011 and will get. Results shoul be available by December 2011. If successful, the project must start on 01 January 2012 and will end on 31.12.2014. the project targets  particularly young and female entrepreneurs, to be involved in a new dynamic employment model where they can have leading roles. The Programme is focused in particular on POLICIES.

b) Joint project with UBC Commission on Youth Issues

One part of the project is focusing on youth and media. There will be a creative media competition/campagne held in each participating city but also between the cities on topic „Lifestyles“ (voluntary work, mobility, ecological friendly lifestyle, active citizenship, equality and tolerance, different subcultures etc).

Second part of the project is focusing on empowering youth councils in our cities: exchanging knowledge and practices between youth councils who already exist and work well and those who are just starting.

The project has prepared and now applying money from funds.

c) Comenius Regio about young entrepreneurs

Commission on Education is preparing a project about young entrepreneurs and will apply money in Comenius Region programme.

II Environmental education

In that topic we have 3 running projects for next years:

a) Nature school network

Network of nature schools and centers started in August 2010. The 5 partners from Sweden, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania will have one common course at Färsna Farm and Erken Laboratoy in August 2012 with Karin Beronius, Norrtälje as coordinator.

b) Erken Laboratory Research School in Sweden

The research school will have 16 participants from different countries around the Baltic Sea,which will come to the Erken Laboratory for one month (June-July) in the summer of 2012 and 2013. Responsible person is Karin Beronius, Norrtälje.

c) Comenius Regio

The bilateral project between Norrtälje municipality, Sweden and Tallinn city, Estonia on outdoor teaching and nature as a pedagogical tool will run from 1 August 2011 to 31 July 2013.
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