COMMISSION ON URBAN PLANNING
ACTIVITY REPORT OCTOBER 2005 – SEPTEMBER 2006

The main activities of the UBC Commission on Urban Planning (CUP) during the period have taken place with ending the Alliance of Baltic Cities (ABC) project and preparing and providing the cooperation within the CUP after the project.

ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE ABC PROJECT
    Producing the Malmö seminar report 

The report from the Malmö seminar became also a Summary Report from all our six common seminars. This report has earlier been presented to the BSR in Rostock November 2005.

The seminar in Malmö was held October 5-9 2005 with 52 colleagues from 8 countries participating. As this seminar also was a so called annual meeting for the UBC CUP we invited one participant from each of the cities in Estonia, Latvia, Poland and Lithuania using economic support from the UBC organisation, approximately 5000 €.

As scheduled in the ABC project programme the report from the Gdynia seminar, held in April 2005 was presented at the Malmö seminar. 

    Organising the Baltic Academy of City Planning

In addition to these ABC project activities we have worked with the following during Milestone 6 - Baltic Academy of City Planning. An application to Baltic Sea Region (BSR) – 8th round – was produced and accepted by all 30 participating cities (including in Russia). Unfortunately our application was rejected by the Interreg III B Steering committee. 

    Ending the ABC project

We ended the ABC project with a seminar in Riga in April 2006. This seminar was arranged mostly by the UBC CUP steering committee. At this seminar we worked on formulating an operative program for our continuation of the ABC project and also included in the seminar some lectures and discussions on sustainable city planning.
The ABC project has resulted in a steady network of city planners around the Baltic. For each person that has participated in the seminar the benefit has been an improved knowledge of other cities, a greater experience in working with colleagues from other countries and the knowledge achieved by working together and “learning by doing”. 
Also, the lectures have given a good basic understanding of planning legislation, local issues, and common and relevant planning topics. 

Each seminar host city has benefited by receiving a great amount of work input into their local planning problems. Inviting local stakeholders to participate in the seminars has often proved successful for the continuing planning work in the host city. 

For each of the seminars a report has been produced that presents the host city, some local issues and the results of the workshops. These reports have been distributed widely. 

Each seminar host city presented at the final seminar the results that had been achieved since their seminar. Several of the cities could show physical changes and small scale investments carried out that had been the result of the ABC seminar taking place in their city. These ‘footprints’ have been described in the final report. 

CUP SEMINARS
    UBC CUP&ABC seminar in Riga, Latvia April 26th – 29th 2006

Lectures “Sustainability in an Urban Planning Context”

Local issue: “The Riga Downtown extension, Daugava River left bank high-rise building project.”

This was the seminar in the aftermath of the ABC-project. During this seminar one of the most burning questions in urban planning of today was – how to achieve sustainability when working with practical and actual urban planning situations?

For three days 36 participants - architects and planners from eight countries around the Baltic sea had been discussing issues on long-term architectural development, and they evaluated proposals for the architectural development of the panorama concept for the left bank of the Daugava. The workshop was organized in two work groups. One work group was working on the panorama development of left bank of the Daugava, focusing on spatial and urban planning, whereas the other group was working on the panorama development of the left bank, focusing on functional and transportation planning.

Overall, based on the opinions proposed by the seminar participants, it is important for the municipality to prioritize different development projects for the left bank of the Daugava and create a uniform view on the area development.

While expressing concrete proposals, the seminar participants noted that a hierarchical group of multi-storey buildings should be created in the southern part of Ķipsala, and in the central part of Ķipsala low building construction being typical characteristics for this area should be maintained.
A special token should be created in the northern part of Ķipsala that could be compared to the Statue of Freedom in the USA.

Participants of the seminar also agreed that it should be important to create a network of a green zone to develop access to both banks of the Daugava by building promenades for pedestrians and paths for cyclists that would link both banks of the river. During presentations an opinion was expressed that Riga citizens themselves should be more ambitious in setting targets. It means that everybody should participate and support development of a special urban environment. Each citizen as a Riga inhabitant should consider what he/she could give to the city. Everybody who lives, visits or works in Riga should contribute to the development of an inspiring environment.
The results of the seminar are integrated in the Daugava River Left Bank Silhouette Concept Project that was submitted for public debate this summer.
    UBC CUP seminar in Rostock, Germany September 20th – 23rd 2006

           Lectures: “Sustainability in Brownfield Regeneration”
           Local issue: “Brownfield Redevelopment Projects”
           Seminar report is under preparation at the moment and planned to be distributed later 
           this year.
CUP FUTURE AIMS 
    TO DEVELOP THE ESTABLISHED NETWORK
The aim of the CUP is to develop the established active network of planners from UBC cities and use this network to enable urban planners to broaden their competence and knowledge. The main objective is to develop the professional skills and experiences of planners from the partner cities. 

    TO FOCUS ON AN ACTUAL URBAN ISSUES

The Commission will focus on today’s most important questions for the future of our cities, as well as on necessary new working methods for urban planning. Future themes of seminars were discussed in the Riga seminar in April 2006. Sustainability in urban planning, public participation in planning process, PPP, social integration and development of Brownfield areas were considered to be most interesting themes and these will be themes of the future seminars.
    TO WIDEN THE ESTABLISHED NETWORK

The CUP has set widening the network of urban planners as one of the aims. The number of cities participating in the seminars has been reducing since the end of the ABC project. The commission wants to get the former ABC-cities back and active members of the network, but also get new cities around the BSR to the network.
The commission also intends to search contacts and cooperation with other networks and city development organisations as well as with other UBC commissions. 

    TO FIND SOURCES FOR FINANCING CUP ACTIVITIES

When the Interreg III B –financed ABC-project was coming to its end, the CUP decided to apply for a new project called the Baltic Academy of City Planners. The application was rejected, but the commission still intends to seek for financing for a new project concentrating on contemporary urban planning questions of UBC member cities. The next Interreg IIIB – programme and URBACT among others have been seen as possible sources for financing. The steering group of the CUP follows closely to different EU programmes in the field of urban and spatial planning.
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