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Conference "What kind of guidance need the youngsters?"

On 9th October 2007 had Commission on Education a conference "What kind of guidance need the youngsters?" in Kärdla. Around 100 participants were presented at the conference, most of them youngsters.

The conference was built up in 4 parts: policy, expectations of youngsters, expectations of enterprisers and expectations of universities.

Policy
From Republic of Estonia was represented Edgar Slümmer (Estonian Youthwork Center), who spoke about EU policy about youth and guidance. He said there is no EU policy in classical way but is only "White Paper: A New Impetus for European Youth."
Ülly Enn from European Youth Estonian Office spoke about attracting young unemployed through non-formal study.

Expectations of universities

Kurt Pettersson as a representative of Uppsala University spoke about what expectations has University from youngsters after High School. He brought out examples from youth research school in Norrtälje.

Expectations of youngsters

Students from Rodengymnasium in Norrtälje, Annika Barnard and Hogir Aslan, spoke about youngsters expectations before they starting to work.
"Are young people in Estonia ready to enter into job market?" was spoken from Anetta Kütt, Hiiumaa Youth Council; Margit Kagadze, Hiiumaa Councelling Center).

Expectations of enterprisers

From enterprisers were represented Mr Enn Veevo (M&P Nurst, Estonia), Ms Anu Pielberg (OÜ Hiiu Autotrans, Estonia) and Ms Liina Simm (Personnel Firma Fontes). E.Veevo brought forth rhetorical question: "The Young Employee - Yes or No?" A.Pielberg spoke about "Does Young worker meet expectations of employer?" and L.Simm about expectations of employers in generally.

The conference was very interesting. Youngsters said later, they were pity that only so less (around 100) pupils heard the speeches and promised next time disseminate information to more youngsters.
Annual Meeting of Commission on Education

On 3rd April had UBC Commission on Education the Annual Meeting in Stockholm. Invited were representatives from UBC member cities and UBC Commission on Environment and Energy. 
Meeting was content-rich and successful. The representatives from commissions on environment and energy  spoke of possibility co-operation between commissions. 
Youngsters from Kärdla spoke of idea to organise in Autumn international conference for small towns: “Small town citizens – educated or uneducated people?”. The conference will concentrate for educational possibilities what citizens in small towns have: Where are our roots? What kind of culture do we have? What are our possibilities? 
Mare Aasma from Kärdla conducted a brainstorm to find new ideas for next years. The main results were:  youth involvement (arenas for exchange youth/ teachers Outdoor school, etc) and joint projects  (non-formal education, projects for adults, CTE Catalogue, Sustainability enviromental, vocational education; nature- practical seminars, camps, etc). 
On the end elected members of commission the chairman and vice-chairman for next two years. Kurt Petersson, who has been a chairman from beginning of commission, will continue as chairman. The new vice-chairman is Mare Aasma from Kärdla. She has been long time in educationfield and has many good experiences. 
UBC Commission on Education will have much work next years and hopes for good co-operation with other UBC commissions. 

Other Commissions 
Kairi Priit (Secretary, Kärdla) and Anders Olander (Norrtälje) from UBC Commission on Education participated on Introduction Day Nordic Baltic Aalborg Commitments network on 6 February 2008 and UBC Commission on Environment  meeting on 7.-8. February 2008 in Tampere. 
On 12-14 May 2008  Annely Veevo (Head of Commission Secretariat) from Commission on Education participated on  Open Meeting of UBC Commission on Youth Issues in Tallinn. In the meeting was introduced the joint project “Different History – Common Future…” and gathered new ideas for new activities in future. 

Fotoexhibition “My Friend in my City” 
…was in  Rostock, Germany from 17 January until 31 March. The Exhibition was shown in the building of the New Music School Carl Orff. Now is the exhibition in Szczecin/Poland. After that can every UBC member city have it in own city. 
Partner in application to Baltic Sea Region in May 2008 – Baltic arenas
Learning Arenas on innovations in school cooperation with industries and municipalities

Climate change

Background: Throughout Europe, there are several scientific studies and projects focusing on local vulnerability analyses and the development of indicators for such analyses. The mapping of local historical weather events is an important part of this process. This Arena, “Extreme weather”, which will be developed on www.sustain.no, will allow schools to take part in the process. “Extreme weather focuses on how we can meet the consequences of global warming locally. Pupils will be invited to collect information about historical weather events, register this on the web portal, and give recommendations to local decision makers on their municipality’s strategy of adaptation to climate change. 
Water and environment  

Arranging local and regional water days in the field at the Erken Laboratory, the aquatic field station of Uppsala University. People and groups of all ages (from kindergarten) get the possibility to be aquatic field ecologists for one or two days with a project-based learning process. The focus is on sustainable development of water bodies and the environmental problems of the Baltic Sea. The field station will become a self evident stop/innovative educational centre for local, regional and national actors. Parallell Learning Arenas are established in Kärdla (Com Edu UBC) and St Petersburg (KBT) in order to create an initial network of ecological field centres.

Output: Handbook for water days 

Arranging transnational teacher training activities at the Erken Laboratory where we guide the teachers through the steps involved in outdoor teaching of aquatic ecology, environmental care and sustainable development with a focus on the Baltic Sea. This will be done, using the network of the Union of Baltic cities and within the framework of its Commission on Education.
Output: Handbook for outdoor teaching of aquatic ecology and sustainable development
Learning Arenas on innovations in social sustainable development

Demonstration sites for information and awareness raising for the public

The aim of the activities is to introduce to the project partners the existing demonstration sites in Estonia and to promote a new one. There are 2 municipal nature houses - the centers for environmental education with long history and traditions in Tartu and Pärnu, Estonia (Tartu Center of  Environmental Education and Pärnu Nature House), which are acting as demonstration sites for information and awareness rising for the public (non-formal education for both children and adults) at local level.  
Healthy living and ageing

The increasing amount of elderly and old people raises great challenges to but also opportunities for social and economic development all around Europe. Health promotion of the elderly people has a key function in tackling with this development. Health is an important determinant of economic growth and competitiveness of the cities. 
Erken Laboratory Research school
Erken Laboratory Research school was performed from 8th June – 4th July 2008 in Norrtälje. The goal of the research school was to offer students between the age of 17-19 years from countries affected by the Baltic Sea to attend a “scientific monastery” to increase cultural exchange between the young people in the region and at the same time increase the interest for higher education and natural sciences. 
All students conduct a project work on about 100 hours, finished with a written scientific report, a presentation and a poster. The aim is also to increase the students capabilities to use the English language for communication, in speach, reading and writing, as English is the commonly used language among scientists.

The students reports will be placed on our web page (www.ebc.uu.se/norr.malma/) and printed in copies for the students and the field station. Furthermore information is spread throught the Union of Baltic Cities (UBC) network and on their homepage.
