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The Commission on Health and Social Affairs 

Action Plan 2011 

According to the agreement of the UBC Board, The City of Elbląg presides the works of UBC Commission on Health and Social Affairs from 2011. Hereby we would like to present the UBC Board action plan for the year 2011.
Health and social problems are common and affect all inhabitants of Baltic Sea Region, nevertheless previous attempts to maintain activity in this domain were ineffective.

For this reason, main topic the Commission should focus on, is its reactivation.

The other goals of the Commission on Health and Social Affairs are:

- increase of awareness of contemporary health and social problems in local authorities and society as a whole,
- promotion and support of UBC member cities projects related to health and social issues,
- cooperation with other UBC Commissions and outside organizations in the field of health and social issues.
Because Elblag starts from the very beginning and actually reactivates  the Commission on Health and Social Affairs our activities should be addressed simultaneously in two directions. First of them is continuous recruitment new active Commission’s participants while the second aim are the other goals stated above.

Consequently, we entered into relations with two organizations sharing our interests. They are 

Northern Dimension Partnership in Public Health and Social Well-being (NDPHS) and   WHO Collaborating Centre for Healthy Cities and Urban Health in the Baltic Region (WHO CC) and with both we want to co-operate in the future.
NDPHS is the intergovernmental body which focuses on increasing coherence between the countries in the Northern Dimension area (most of them from Baltic Sea Region), narrowing socioeconomic disparities, and improving quality of life of its inhabitants. Besides all countries in BSR, partners of NDPHS are Iceland, Canada and strong international organizations: The European Commission, Barents Euro- Arctic Council, Baltic Sea States Sub-regional Cooperation, Council of the Baltic Sea States, International Labor Organization, International Organization for Migration, Nordic Council of Ministers, Joint United Nations Program on HIV / AIDS, World Health Organization.
Partnership with NDPHS we hope may result in cooperation in some projects for example related to children obesity and  life-style related non-communicable diseases prevention. There is also a chance for UBC to become NDPHS partner together with all the organizations mentioned previously.
WHO CC  members are: are the City of Turku, the University of Turku, the Åbo Akademi University, the Turku School of Economics and the Social Insurance Institution of Finland. Main aim of this organization is increasing awareness of the local governments to take health as a central part in the decision making process. The themes of the UBC Commission for Health and Social Affairs are well in line with the WHO themes such as health equity and health in all policies. There are also 24 WHO Healthy Cities in the Baltic Sea Region and this may be a good basis for our future collaboration.
Taking all above into consideration we would like to propose following plan of work for this year:

	First half of 2011

	Initial recruitment among member cities these interested in active participation in Commission work

	May – December 2011

	Further meetings with interested UBC members devoted to common programme, meetings with external organizations related to establishing partnership. 

	September 2011


	open meeting of Commission on Health and Social Affairs devoted to the senior citizens’ issue

	October 2011


	Workshop on subject “Ageing Society” during UBC General Conference in Liepaja, Latvia
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