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INITIATIVES OF  UBC  COMMISSION  ON  TRANSPORTATION

GRANT SESSIONS

In the period between October 2007 and September 2009 the Commission on Transportation organised 3 grant competitions:  

1. ROAD SAFETY CONTEST

In November 2007 the Commission on Transportation organised a competition entitled "Road Safety Contest" in which three equal prizes of 1,000 euro were awarded. The aim of the competition was to raise children’s awareness of road safety issues, to improve knowledge of road signs as well as to improve the ability to foresee dangers on the road and assess difficult situations. Primary schools from the Baltic Sea region participated in the contest. The competition task consisted in presenting the most interesting, complex and original project on road safety education for children aged 7-12. 

Three best projects have been sent by primary schools from:

1. 
Chojnice (Poland) - Primary School No 3 - Road Safety Programme

2. 
Gdynia (Poland) - Primary School No 21 - Education and prevention project “Live safely”

3. 
Klaipeda (Lithuania) - Klaipeda's 'Gilijos' Primary School - Project on Road Safety

2. BIKE TO SCHOOL

In October 2008 the Commission on Transportation organised a “Bike to school” grant competition. The objectives of this grant session were to promote bicycle as a means of transport and encourage children to cycle to school, teach safe cycling, reduce traffic congestion and speed in the school area

as well as reduce parking problems around schools.

Primary schools from the Baltic Sea region participated in the contest. The competition task included presenting the most complex and original project that encouraged children to cycle to school.

The winners of the competition were: 

1.
Tallinn (Estonia) – Merivalja School (2000 euro)

2.
Gdynia (Poland) – Primary School No. 35 (1000 euro)

3.
Kaliningrad (Russia) – Primary School No. 19 (1000 euro)

4.
Voru (Estonia) – Voru Kesklinna Gumnaasium (1000 euro)

3. CAR-FREE DAY

In May 2009 the UBC Commission on Transportation announced the Car-Free Day Grant Competition. The world Car-Free Day is held annually on 22nd September. The aim of this competition was to raise awareness of the local communities about transport issues, to encourage as many inhabitants as possible to use alternative modes of transport and to promote sustainable urban mobility. The main winner of the competition was the Town Hall of Słupsk, Poland (2000 euro). 

Other 3 best projects were awarded a grant of 1500 euro each:

1. 
Liepaja City Council, Latvia

2. 
Gdynia City Hall, Poland

3. 
Panevezys City Municipality, Lithuania

EUROPEAN ROAD SAFETY CHARTER

The Commission on Transportation has sent an application form of the UBC to join the European Road Safety Charter. UBC has been accepted as the signatory of the charter. More than 1300 institutions have signed this charter so far. ERSC is an undertaking of Directorate-General for Energy and Transport of the European Commission. The main goal of this Charter is halving the number of traffic fatalities by 2010. The Charter includes 10 general principles referring to road safety prevention measures and a concrete commitment which a signing organisation is obliged to fulfil  within the consecutive three years. The commitments could include, for example road safety campaigns, publication of road safety information, provision of driving courses for employees, elaboration of a road safety plan or improvement of the infrastructure etc. 

A signatory of the ERSC will have an opportunity to share its best ideas and practices in the road safety field with other institutions all over Europe. 

UBC Commitment

Union of Baltic Cities (UBC) will aim to raise awareness of road safety issues and inform its members of the European Road Safety Charter in the Baltic Sea Region. The final aim of these activities will be to raise awareness of all traffic participants: pedestrians, cyclists and drivers. Therefore within 3 years UBC is going to take the following measures: 

- Presenting articles on road safety on the UBC Commission on Transportation  website as well as in the Baltic Cities Bulletin published by the Union of the Baltic Cities twice a year - circulation 6000 copies.

- Including the presentation of the European Road Safety Charter as well as traffic safety issues in the annual meetings and seminars of the UBC Commission on Transportation and producing  road safety leaflets (1000 copies)

-Awarding the best projects on road safety implemented by NGOs or other institutions of UBC member cities by organising two grant competitions: 'Road Safety Contest' and 'Bike to School'. The aim of these competitions is to raise children's awareness of road safety issues, improving knowledge of road signs, improving the ability to foresee dangers on the road and assess difficult situations as well as improving the children knowledge about the rules of safe cycling on the streets.

UBC COMMISSION ON TRANSPORTATION WEBSITE

The Commission’s website is constantly updated. It contains all relevant information concerning transport issues.  The website serves as a source of information which includes links to international organisations dealing with transport. The website provides its visitors with automatically updated EU transport news from EurActiv portal. 

SUPPORT OF TRANSPORT-RELATED PROJECTS

The Commission on Transportation has supported institutions preparing transport-related projects by signing the letters of support: 1) ABC project – aiming to increase the role of bicycles in the transport modal split, 2) CARMA – aiming to develop concepts for raising the image of cycling. The Commission has also cooperated in organisation of the preparatory workshop (PRIMULA project). 

ACTION PLAN 2010-2011
In the coming years 2010-2011 Commission on Transportation will deal with transport-related issues connected with public transport, cycling, mobility management as well as with the road safety. The planned activities include: 

-
presenting articles on road safety on the Commission on Transportation  website as well as in the Baltic Cities Bulletin,

-
including the presentation of the European Road Safety Charter as well as traffic safety issues in the annual meetings or seminars of the Commission on Transportation, 

-
awarding the best projects on road safety implemented by NGOs or other institutions of UBC member cities by organising two grant competitions: 'Road Safety Contest' and 'Bike to School',

-
 assistance with preparation and realisation of projects on sustainable transport, which have asked for support: 

1)
CARMA project prepared by the Traffic and Public Transport Authority in Göteborg within the Intelligent Energy programme STEER (co-organisation of one seminar on marketing and promotion of cycling),

2)
Sustainable Travel and Transports with Mobility Management in South Baltic Region prepared by the Energy Agency for Southeast Sweden (co-organisation of one of the workshops),

-
assistance with preparation and realisation of projects on sustainable transport, which will ask for support in the years 2010-2011 

-
organisation of a grant competition concerning transport issues, 

-
assisting cities (practical and knowledge transfer) with organising transport-related events,

-
updating the website of the TransCom as an information source for the Commission members,

-
organisation of the Annual Meeting of the Commission on Transportation,

-
co-operation with UBC Commissions on Environment and Tourism.
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