Thursday 13th dec – Saturday 15th dec  2007 Gender Commission Meeting
Participants:

Tallin, Estland
Århus, Denmark

Kalmar, Sweden

Umeå, Sweden

Chairperson Aurora Moberg introduces the meeting and welcomes the participants. 

Situations in cities and countries:
The participants present their city and country with help from two questions:

- Main discussions about gender equality in your city/country
- Focus areas in your country

Tallin/Estland
*Pay-gap between men and women. Women got 20 percent minor than men.
*Young people moving. Demographic situation is difficult. Young people are moving to other European countries.

*Many single mothers.
*Many minorities 
*HIV 

*Human trafficking
*Bad representation of women in power positions
Kalmar/Sweden
*Healthcare closure. The healthcare closure shows a lot of interesting things: Women earn less than men, illness situation is worse for women but better for men, women consume more alcohol than the average women in Sweden. Mental illness is far more common in Kalmar than in the region and in Sweden. Young women are well educated. How do we make them stay?
* Structural leval. Kalmar has worked with a consultant, Ann Boman, and focused on an action plan for social welfare. In the near future, Kalmar will work with domestic violence, prevention, shelter, treatment for men, sexual harassment.
*Gender equality index. Kalmar will work with 12 indicators for gender equality
Århus/Denmark
*Gender gap. Follow it every year and work with factors behind. There are few women at the top. Why?  More men to our service jobs, school areas is a priority. Transnational project. Take action before it gets too bad.
*Labour market. Ethnic women. 10 percent in the working age are from other countries and they are outside the labour market. They have bad jobs. There is going to be a campaign about these questions. 
*March 2008 100 years women’s election to the parliament. Celebrate together with the university. More women to the top under 2008-2009. 
*Work with prostitution and trafficking. Politicians are interested in the question. In some cases it is ok to buy sex for disabled persons. Some persons from Århus have visited the exhibition about prostitution and human trafficking in Gothenburg.

*There is a Gender committee in Århus: 6 politicians 6 managers 6 employees. 

Umeå/Sweden

*Gender equality committee from 1989. They are going to inspire others to work with gender equality questions, make campaigns. The main focus is on municipal services. 
*Project. Gender Network in the Northern Region has created a database of good examples. Umeå against prostitution and human trafficking is a project founded by SIDA   whose focus is on awareness about the problem. The gender equality committee arranges a seminar day about crime victim and gender in cooperation with The Crime Victim Compensation and Support Authority *Healthcare closure. Women are afraid in the public room. ”Hagamannen”. To feel safe is now on the agenda in the municipality when it comes to urban planning.

*Men are having parental leave. Campaign: “Daddy come home”. Birth figures, we still have 1,3 children/women. Chose between career or children. Family life is still the woman’s work. Women are getting older when they get their children. Regional differences. 

Gender equality in the municipality goal

Action plan

Action Plan 2008-2009. Themes/Tasks/Decisions 
Headlines in the Action plan

Three themes: labour market, prostitution and human trafficking, urban planning. 
Activities 2008

Cooperation:
1. Other cities to take active part in our commission

2. Commission on planning, youth, culture, social and health
Theme: Awareness- raising During 2008 the Commission on gender equality will make a survey on statistics about f ex the labour market in countries within the UBC. This can result in a campaign which shows how gender stereotypes can be challenged and changed. Gender commission will focus on common questions for the members in the commission.
The commission will find out if EU has reports that describes gender issue on labour market and spread that information to members in the commission. It will then be possible to compare statistics from EU with the own country.
Decision: The statistics will be presented at the UBC general conference in 2009

Theme: Labour market.  The part time issue is an important question. What can we do about it? Knowledge? Analysis: what will the consequences be if this pattern just goes on? To make gender equality an issue for more than gender equality workers. Interesting to look at the labour market in different parts: pay gap, part time, pension, parental leave 
Decision:
Use EU report on statistics on labour market as a knowledge material.

Use statistics on Eu level, UBC level and local level to highlight “gender landscape”
Theme: Prostitution and human trafficking.

Kalmar: local cooperation with the stafett/leg. Kalmar will hand the stafett over to a city in the Baltic area or Poland. Each city is responsible for activities in their own town. This can be a part in the action plan and it means that at least 4 cities can have it (3 months each)
Decision: 

City of Kalmar is responsible for work with the stafett.

Kalmar is responsible for the conference 23-24th September 2008, in Tallin

Kalmar is responsible for applying to SIDA 
UBC Gender Commission will be part of a working group
Theme: Urban planning
UBC Gender Commission will create an arena for local planners and for gender people. Focus are on planners! Gender Commission can be a link and inform others about gender mainstreaming as a strategy and its implementation.
Decision: 

Umeå continues planning for the conference 2009.
UBC Gender Commission will have a Kick of seminar in 2008 (Åalborg, Villnius)
UBC Gender Commission will have a conference in Umeå (June) 2009. Focus is on Gender perspective on urban planning.

Theme: webb
At the UBC web it will be: links, contact list, members in the gender commission, tools for gender mainstreaming, some statistics

Decision:
Umeå will use UBC money to develop web-pages regarding the commission
Information: Urbact project
Emmy Sundin, Umeå municipality 

Short facts about the Urbact program.

Timeplan
An application will be sent in before 15th February 2008. We need a letter of commitment. Umeå will make a form and send out to member cities before Christmas.
Participants

Umeå, Tallin, Århus, Norderstedt?, Riga

Decision: 

Umeå is responsible to make an application to the Urbact program

Money from budget for UBC Gender Commission will finance part of the application
Agenda for 2008
7-8 February, UBC Board meeting. Report from UBC Gender Commission meeting in Umeå
17-19 April, UBC Gender Commission meeting in Tallin  (Urbact project, gender planning conference, working group)
23-24 September, conference on Prostitution and human trafficking in Tallin
16-18 October, UBC Gender Commission meeting in Riga.  (Gender institute, Martha center)
INSERT
Statistics (work shop) “Gender landscape” of UBC
Three themes:
Labour market:
-parental leave
- teachers

- program in school. Girls and boys chose

- pay gap

- top management

- part-time jobs

- where do women and men work

- unpaid work, kind of work, impact?

- health and gender 

Trafficking and prostitution:
· Statistics, different levels

· shelters in the cities, for women and men

· young girls involved in trafficking

· where do you work with violent men (Oslo)

· children lives in poor families

· statistics for rape, abuse of children

· numbers on HIV and drugs

· mothers prostitution and HIV positive
· women’s shelters

· men’s shelters

Urban planning:
· living situation

· kind of houses

· who are doing the planning

· gender division in this area

· ownership, who owns the house, cars

· single house

General

· gender landscape in the UBC

· highlighting the gender perspective in the UBC organisation
· present the statistics at the General conference

· power structure
INSERT
Ideas for Gender Commission within the theme Prostitution and Human trafficking: 

- Go and visit an exhibition in Gothenburg; Museum of world culture (until March 2008)
- Important with two perspectives; both on the male buyer and on the girls who are in prostitution and trafficking

- Invite politicians in the cities and media from countries within the UBC, to our conference
- Invite persons who work with youth, for example headmasters, to the conference
- Minister or some other key speaker could be an opening speaker

- Social sustainability is an aspect in this area
- Apply to SIDA for funding the exhibition (In Gothenburg) to the conference in September 2008
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