COMMISSION ON EDUCATION

ACTIVITY REPORT OCTOBER 2007 – SEPTEMBER 2009

1.
Conference "What kind of guidance need the youngsters?"

On 9th October 2007 Commission on Education had a conference "What kind of guidance need the youngsters?" in Kärdla. Around 100 participants were present at the conference, most of them youngsters. The conference was built up in 4 parts: policy, expectations of youngsters, expectations of enterprisers and expectations of universities.

2. 
Annual Meeting of Commission on Education 2008

On 3rd April 2008 Commission on Education had the Annual Meeting in Stockholm. Invited were representatives from UBC member cities and UBC Commission on Environment and Energy. The meeting was content-rich and successful. The representatives from commissions on environment and energy  informed about possible co-operation issues between the commissions. 

Youngsters from Kärdla spoke about small towns: “Small town citizens – educated or uneducated people?”. Where are our roots? What kind of culture do we have? What are our possibilities? 

Mare Aasma from Kärdla conducted a brainstorm to find new ideas for next years. The main results were:  youth involvement (arenas for exchange youth/ teachers, outdoor school, etc) and joint projects  (non-formal education, projects for adults, CTE Catalogue, sustainable development, vocational education; nature- practical seminars, camps, etc). 

Kurt Pettersson, who has been the chairman from the start, was elected to continue as chairman for two years. The new vice-chairman for two years is Mare Aasma from Kärdla. She has a long experience from education and has many good experiences. 

3. 
Cooperation with other Commissions 

Kairi Priit (Secretary, Kärdla) and Anders Olander (Norrtälje) represented Commission on Education on the Introduction Day Nordic Baltic Aalborg Commitments network on 6 February 2008 and UBC Commission on Environment  meeting on 7.-8. February 2008 in Tampere. Important was a point about better cooperation between UBC commissions, because from that collaboration everyone can give a personal investment to sustainable development.

On 12-14 May 2008 Annely Veevo (Head of Commission Secretariat) represented Commission on Education  in the Open Meeting of UBC Commission on Youth Issues in Tallinn.  

4. 
Photoexhibition “My Friend in my City” in  Rostock, Germany 17 January - 31 March 2008. 

The Exhibition was shown in the building of the New Music School Carl Orff. Now the exhibition is in Szczecin/Poland.  

3. Partner in application to Baltic Sea Region in May 2008 – Baltic arena
The project was not approved, but a new application “ILTRAS” was made in April 2009.
4. Erken Laboratory Research School 8 June – 4 July 2008 and 15 June – 10 July

The goal of the research schools were to offer students between the age of 17-19 years from countries affected by the Baltic Sea to attend a “scientific monastery” to increase cultural exchange between the young people in the region and at the same time increase the interest for higher education and natural sciences. The students were offered a very good base in scientific education and a good atmosphere in a beautiful environment.

All students conducted a project work of about 100 hours, finished with a written scientific report, a presentation and a poster. In addition, the students took part in several social activities in order to get to know each other, Swedish and other cultures.

7. 
Small Town Inhabitants - Educated or Uneducated People?”

Can small town inhabitant be successful? Has small town inhabitant a chance to make success in the world? What is success? What makes a person successful? What does it a person need for success? What does it mean education by success? What kind of possibilities small town inhabitant has for self education? Is the "real life" only in big towns? - were the questions for the youth competition in the end of 2008 that was arranged by Commission on Education. First prize went to Karl Haljasmets (Tartu, Estonia), second prize to Elīna Ļitvinova (Saldus rajons, Latvia) and third prize to Maciej Mateusz Wencel (Gdynia, Poland). 

More about Essays you can read on UBC website.

8. 
ANNUAL MEETING OF COMMISSION ON EDUCATION  3 April 2009  

Topic: Youth Nature Schools and Centers around the Baltic Sea 

Kurt Pettersson opened  the meeting and presented the presidium, secretariat, budget and activities 2009, reports for 2008. The idea of a Network of Nature Schools and Centers was described by Annely Veevo, Head of Commission Secretariat. Possibilities for cooperation with other commissions and the Project of Lake Viktoria was presented by Guldbrand Skjönberg, Commission on Environment and Kaia Jäppinen talked about cooperation with Youth Commission. The day finished with a Visit to the Nature House of Nõmme Youth House.
9. 
Qualified Vocational Education

A seminar was held in Norrtälje 21- 22 April 2009 with participation of 20 persons from cities in Sweden, Finland, Estonia and Lithuania.  According to the points of view and experiences that were presented in the seminar the aim is to draw up a proposal/application to EU:s Leonardo da Vinci-programme  with alignment on a TOI-Transfer of Innovation- project on the main theme “Develop vocational skill considering the labour markets needs. The seminar was partly financed by the education Commission and partly by SIDA in Sweden. UBC cities are welcomed to take part in this project.

Action plan 2010 - 2011

2010

Nature school network:

Initiating networking and preparing a joint project application. Elaborating an interactive programme for young people. 

Qualified Vocational Education 

During the autumn 2009 we will continue preparing an application to Leonardo da Vinci programme  in the field of Qualified Vocational Education. The aim is to have an application ready in February 2010. We are searching for interested partners in the UBC area. 

Erken Laboratory Research School

A Research School for 15-20 students of the age of 17-19 will take place at the Erken Laboratory. The laboratory is beautifully situated in the countryside of Norrtälje, Sweden, immediately on the shore of Lake Erken. The project is supported by the Swedish Institute.

2011

Nature schools network

A common project on outdoor education with exchange of staff and students will take place.. We are effectuating an interactive programme for youth. 

Qualified Vocational Education 

A Leonardo da Vinci project  in the field of Qualified Vocational Education is performed in the UBC area. 

Erken Laboratory Research School

A Research School for 15-20 students of the age of 17-19 is run at the Erken Laboratory. The laboratory is beautifully situated in the countryside of Norrtälje, Sweden, immediately on the shore of Lake Erken.

Kurt Pettersson

Chairman of the Commission

City of Norrtälje
