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Common elements of definition of the CECICN
I - Introduction
CECICN involves more than 500 European cities belonging to 6 different cross-border and interregional networks of local authorities. All of these networks gather cities located on border or peripheral, often coastal, European areas. They are located on spaces marked by differences of cultures (internal EU borders), by isolation (external EU borders) and by opening to the World (ports).
Some members are federating only cities (UBC, CCAA, FAIC and MedCities), other are federating regions or states (MOT, RIET). All networks are working to a better functional integration of border and peripheral areas.
This integration requires a better functional integration of border and peripherals areas, by networking them, through a better governance of cross-border conurbations, by improving mobility of people living in these areas.
Regarding the future, all the cities members of the CECICN network are concerned by a lot of similar challenges like accessibility, energetic dependence, quality of life, sustainable development, etc.
II - Common elements of definition
1. Bringing the EU policies closer to the citizens
The European Union is often criticized for the lack of visibility of its actions. There is a real need for citizens of EU countries to identify with the policies set in Brussels so as to achieve the success of measures adopted in these institutions. More than 80% of the population in Europe lives in cities and among them, the citizens living in cities located on the EU’s internal and certain external land borders, as well as on maritime borders have specific needs and they wait for concrete solutions for their daily problems (accessibility, employment, etc.). And it’s the local level, mainly the cities who provide the main part of any services to the population.
There is a major issue for the EU to reinforce its visibility by the citizen by strengthening its policies towards these territories. That is why the CECICN can relay the specific needs of the citizens from the city level to the European level.
> One of the main tasks of the CECICN is to defend the interests of the citizens living in cities located on the EU’s internal and certain external land borders, as well as on maritime borders. 
> Reinforce the visibility of the European Union actions by the citizens of the CECICN cities
2. Cross-border cooperation
Cross-border cooperation is focused on the development and integration of border regions. The CECICN brings together a large part of cities located on the EU’s internal and certain external land borders, as well as on maritime borders. Most of the cities are eligible for funding into cooperation programme areas.
Cross-border cooperation represents an operative approach to solve daily problems of the citizens living in border areas, to overcome barriers in the development of concrete projects and the economic development of the border regions. It takes also profit of a multi-cultural frame which is attractive for any creative industries;
>One of the common will of the CECICN is to promote a better coordination between the cross-border programme and cities concerned in order to take account there specificity.
2. Transnational cooperation
Some of the cities located on the EU’s internal and certain external land borders, as well as on maritime borders, belong to transnational areas (Baltic Sea Region, Atlantic Arc, etc). Some of the larger scale areas are concerned by transnational cooperation programmes (Baltic Sea Region Programme, Med Programme, Atlantic Area Transnational Programme, etc.).

>One of the common will of the CECICN is to promote a better coordination between the transnational programme and cities concerned in order to take account there specificity.
3. Multi-level governance
The cities located on the EU’s internal and certain external land borders, as well as on maritime borders have specific needs due to their location. 
Because of the disparities of all types that characterize these cities, they have a greater need for multi‐level governance, implying a continuous dialogue between the cities, programme managing authorities, regional, national and Community authorities.
>To better implement their local projects, they need a better coordination with the different levels in their own countries (regions, State) and the European Union.
4. Sustainable Urban Development
Most of the CECICN cities are concerned by the same priorities of sustainable urban development: accessibility, mobility, energetic dependence, quality of life, sustainable development, social inequality, climate change, etc. The CECICN allows sharing of experiences between European cities and contribute to disseminate knowledge on sustainable urban development throughout Europe. 
Located on the EU’s internal and certain external land borders, as well as on maritime borders, they hey combine needs more specific than other cities.
> Strengthen cities located on the EU’s internal and certain external land borders, as well as on maritime border, analyzed in the context of the Urban Audit.
> Establish a dialogue with the Interdepartmental Group on Urban Development (DG REGIO)
5. Development of Cohesion Policy of the European Union
Because of their specificity, the CECICN cities are considered as the laboratories of the Development of the Cohesion Policy of the European Union. Networks to which they belong are good interlocutors of the EU member states and of the European Union on the specific needs these cities: transportation, economic development, environment, etc.
>Establish a dialogue with the Interdepartmental Group on Territorial Cohesion: coordination between cities and border regions on issues of transportation, economic development, environment, etc..
6. Development of the neighborhood and proximity of the European Union
A large part of the CECICN cities are all located on external land and maritime borders of the European Union. They play the role of interface between the EU and the non EU-members and contribute to the cross-border integration process with the future EU member states.
> Facilitate cooperation between border cities and peripheral member countries and non-members of the European Union (Russia, Belarus, Croatia, Bosnia, Montenegro, Albania, Countries of the Caucasus, etc.).
A large part of the CECICN cities are all located on external land and maritime borders of Europe. They represent a link between the Europe and the neighbor countries and continents. They are the gateways to Europe and the contact areas with other cultural spaces.
> Facilitate the integration of EU external border areas by cooperation between the cities of the Mediterranean area (Europe, Middle East, North Africa, etc..) by exchange of good practices.
III – Ways of acting

As an interregional Network, CECICN can mainly work in three ways:

· Lobbying at the European level for the common interests

· Organizing thematic exchanges among its members and with other partners

· Setting up European projects related to the aims of the Network 
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