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LIVES TO SAVE «
European Road Safety Charter





Union of the Baltic Cities has joined the European Road Safety Charter (ERSC). More than 1300 institutions have signed this charter so far. ERSC is an undertaking of Directorate-General for Energy and Transport of the European Commission. The main goal of this Charter is halving the number of traffic fatalities by 2010. The Charter includes 10 general principles referring to road safety prevention measures and a concrete commitment which a signing organisation is obliged to fulfil  within the consecutive three years. The commitments could include, for example road safety campaigns, publication of road safety information, provision of driving courses for employees, elaboration of a road safety plan or improvement of the infrastructure etc. Upon signing the ERSC the signatory will receive, amongst others, a European Road Safety Charter certificate detailing its commitment, European Road Safety Plaque in recognition of the support for the Charter as well as a copy of the European Road Safety Action Programme, published by the European Commission. 
A signatory of the ERSC will have an opportunity to share its best ideas and practices in the road safety field with other institutions all over Europe. 
Once a year the European Commission chooses six best practices carried out by the Chart signatories and presents them an “Excellence in Road Safety Award” in the following categories: 
· large companies

· Small and Medium Enterprises

· federations and associations

· institutions

· non-governmental organisations

· regions and cities

UBC Commitment

Union of Baltic Cities (UBC) will aim to raise awareness of road safety issues and inform its members of the European Road Safety Charter in the Baltic Sea Region. The final aim of these activities will be to raise awareness of all traffic participants: pedestrians, cyclists and drivers. Therefore within 3 years UBC is going to take the following measures: 

- Presenting articles on road safety on the UBC Commission on Transportation  website as well as in the Baltic Cities Bulletin published by the Union of the Baltic Cities twice a year - circulation 6000 copies.

- Including the presentation of the European Road Safety Charter as well as traffic safety issues in the annual meetings and seminars of the UBC Commission on Transportation in the years 2010-2012 and producing  road safety leaflets (1000 copies)

-Awarding the best projects on road safety implemented by NGOs or other institutions of UBC member cities by organising two grant competitions: 'Road Safety Contest' and 'Bike to School'. The aim of these competitions is to raise children's awareness of road safety issues, improving knowledge of road signs, improving the ability to foresee dangers on the road and assess difficult situations as well as improving the children knowledge about the rules of safe cycling on the streets.
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