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Polis

• European network of cities and regions 
working on urban transport innovation

• Founded in 1989

• Around 70 members

• Current president: Dresden

• Management Committee: 10 members

• Office in Brussels, 9 employees
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Mission

• Promote innovation in transport

• Encourage the exchange of experiences and the transfer of 
knowledge between local and regional authorities and 
transport-related organisations in Europe

• Actively support the participation of Polis members in 
European projects in order to make research and 
innovation in transport accessible to cities and regions

• Act as communication channel to the European institutions 
for cities and regions on urban and regional transport 
issues
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Core Themes

Mobility & Traffic Efficiency
Intelligent transport systems, network management, cooperative 
systems...

Safety & Security
Road safety, security of transport systems…

Environment & Health
Air quality, soft modes, noise reduction, clean vehicle 
procurement…

Social & economic aspects
Accessibility of public transport, financing of transport…
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The CATCH project

• Funded by DG RTD

• Start Aug 2009

• Finish Jan 2012

• 30 months 

• Budget €2 million
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• Brussels: MRC Europe, POLIS, UITP

• Milan: Systematica

• Madrid: SICE

• London: Q-Sphere, TRL

• Edinburgh: MRCMH

• Bristol: Uni. of West of England

• Palermo: Uni. of Palermo

• Rio: Uni. of Rio

• Handan: Handan Municipality

The CATCH Partners
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CATCH – the Vision

The vision of the CATCH Project is to 
become the natural place to look for 
mobility related GHG reduction advice 
and information. 
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The CATCH knowledge platform

Develop a knowledge platform for 
Carbon reduction in cities 

A knowledge 

platform is in 

essence a clever 

web site.

That semantically 

searches out 

content and 

displays it in a 

smart way. 
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CATCH knowledge platform

Provide means to 

communicate 

effectively to citizens 

the need to change 

travel behaviour
Provide data and 

scenarios on future 

possible transport 

paradigms

Assess user’s path  

to carbon reduction
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The issue that we face
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Just providing information is not enough

How do people 

perceive CO2 and 

climate change 

information?

How do we frame our 

messages?

How do we engage 

and change traveller 

behaviour?
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Grounding: some key points

• People act in different ways

• Context matters

• CO2 is an abstract concept that few people really
understand
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CATCH cities & Interest Group
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Where do we go from here?

Grounding

Design

Scenario development

Knowledge engine develop.

System Validation

Cities and stakeholders will be involved 

through a minimum of 4 meetings. As 

well as interactive communication and 

cooperation from consortium members  

Source: Systematica
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Thank you!

For more information:

www.carbonaware.eu

Email:

aclark@polis-online.org

http://www.carbonaware.eu/
mailto:aclark@polis-online.org
mailto:aclark@polis-online.org
mailto:aclark@polis-online.org

