
                 Small Town Inhabitants – Educated or Uneducated People?

   Let me tell you a story about the city of good thoughts and a happy girl living in the beautiful city called Tartu. 

   The history of the town is a very bloody one because Tartu has been ravaged by wars and fires for centuries and suffered under the foreign rule. Now it is a wonderful town with a little less than 100 000 inhabitants and there is almost no sign of the painful past. Tartu has a calm and very cultural atmosphere, so that it is even thought that Tartu could become the next world city of literature (In this case, Tartu would equal Edinburgh and Melbourne). You should see the glittering lights in the city centre which create a breathtaking picture as if each light would symbolize a happy thought and cheerful people. The light-coloured buildings, mainly pink, white and yellow, let the sunshine in even when it is the darkest time of the year. I confess, I have not seen anything so beautiful elsewhere than in Tartu before Chistmas time. The city seems to be like a wonderful work of art.  I would say that for me there is no darkness in Tartu in any season. 

   I am glad to tell you that this happy girl is me who is willing to share her story with you. I was born on 14 May, 1986 in Tartu and have been living in the town since then. During the teenage period, I was sure that I would leave the town immediately after the high school but the further the time went, the more I started to love my town. So that when I graduated from the university this year, I was sure that it is the best place for me in the world because it is my home.  Going back to the beginning… 

From past till today

When I was four years old, I went to dancing classes and continued the training for 8 years. At the age of five, I went to the Music School of Tartu and I managed to study piano for 9 years. I am no pianist, I never wanted to be, but I can tell that going to the music school contributed to my activeness in later life.  In 2005, I finished a local school and entered the University of Tartu which is the only national university in Estonia. It is also the only classical university which dates back to the year 1632 when the university was established by Gustav Adolf II, the Swedish King.  The University is probably the place that hosts the Spirit of Tartu who is one of the mysteries of the town. I entered the Faculty of Philosophy, the Department of English Language and Literature.  I received the Bachelors degree in this spring and I am doing my Masters now. I love going to the university, new knowledges are my delight and I could not do without lectures. In summer time, I always begin to long for them. I also go to work and the main reason for going to work was that I felt there was something missing in my life. I wanted to give something from myself to my city, to my country. I have been dreaming of a work like that. I work at the Centre for Ethics of the University of Tartu , my profession is a project manager.  I organize conferences and deal with coordinating the work of books that will be published by the Centre for Ethics. My work has much to do with values and increasing people`s knowledge about them. The next conference which takes place on 3.-4. December 2008 is targeted at teachers, students, head masters and all other people who are interested in values education. My work is something that helps to contribute to the well-being and knowledge of the people of Estonia. This is most important for me in my work. 

I have a full-time work and also full-time studies. I do not know how I manage them both. I just try to do all my duties as good as I can and life as showed me that, indeed, it is possible to go to work, study at the same time and also spend time with my friends. I would not be successful without them. What is success and what it means to be successful?

I would define success as courage and curiosity. It is courage to do what one wishes and it is curiosity to know and learn new things. I have always learnt through my own mistakes and although I have been hurt,  I appreciate the experience because now I can say that I know something not because someone has told it to me but because I have experienced it myself. To proceed with the notion of success, I would say that success is the belief in the possibility of impossibilities. It is still unbelievable for me to accept the fact that I have the kind of work that I have always wanted to have. I am so grateful for it.  I would say that honestly, I have dreamt hard and I think this is one of the secrets of success. To have the courage to dream because dreams are the lights that inspire and enlighten one`s path of life. The most wonderful is that dreams might come true. 

   Success is definitely defined through actions. I think I would not be an active person without my father who has always encouraged me to do the things I like. He has always told me “You can do that!” and indeed, he has often been right. During the three years at the University, I belonged to the international student organization called AEGEE-Tartu and I was the board member dealing with Public Relations. I also studied PR at the University as the minor. In addition to this, I took courses in philosophy that greatly contributed to my academic development. In AEGEE, we organized cultural evenings, language days, seminars about non-formal education etc for students. Being the board member gave me many experiences and was probably the reason why I could do my apprentice in PR in the Office of the President. It was actually my father who suggested me to apply for the PR apprentice programme in Kadriorg. I think this was one of the main reasons why I got my current job. Actually, I still wonder what it was that made them choose me. It was a wonder, but indeed, I believe in wonders and I think that also this is a secret of success in addition to hard work.   

Future

Together with a group of friends, we have a plan to establish the Spiritual Centre of Tartu that would become a relaxing place for everybody. It would be a place for contemplation, discussion and for studying Eastern philosphy. The plan is still in progress but we would like it to be a very multidimensional organization. It is an idea that the Centre could become an organization that unites all the smaller organizations which deal with Eastern thinking, yoga etc. We would also deal with the Western thinking but would unite it with the Eastern one. We see it as a problem that the University promotes only Western ideas and does not introduce the Eastern thinking which is actually crucial. They are the two parts of one coin and why should we know only one side of the coin? Many problems that people have and prevent them from success are psychological. There is much more behind the surface that one sees in every day life. Our Centre would be a place where everybody could come and have her/his say. 

My primary aim for the future is to become a better person. To improve my skills in my work, to receive the Masters degree and perhaps continue my studies, to get to know myself better (find out the psychological reasons for my fears) and to learn to know the world better. For doing so, I would like to travel and come back with a greater love for Tartu.  I feel I have a mission to do something for my small town because I was born here and I own my efforts to my town.  I would definitely like to have children because I believe that they are the main values in life. 

To sum up, I would say that for me, sky is the bluest in Tartu. There is light in my heart when I am here. I would say according to my experience that small towns might have a number of successful and happy people. I would say I know several who correspond to the qualities of being educated, willing to act and through that being successful. They appreciate “small” things in life that are actually the biggest secrets of success. Courage to act, curiosity, love for each other, optimistic way of thinking and co-operation are available for everybody who are in need of them and who understand their value. It is the Holy Grail accessible for everybody who is ready to accept it.  

If you have not been to Tartu yet, you should come and see what kind of impression does the city have on you. But you should take into account the fact that the Spirit of Tartu might not let you go anymore. You may lose your heart to Tartu!  (    
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