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Success 

Success is something indefinable. For each and every one of us it means something different and even though there is no recipe for it, we all try to achieve it. Our life is an interminable striving for success.
Since the past till present

The factors that determine how we perceive success are innumerable, but the place we live in is undoubtedly one of the most significant ones. In Pomerania, the region in the northern part of Poland and the place I have been living my whole life, success is mostly associated with education and work. Obtaining a degree at a decent university and pursuing a career has become a priority for an overwhelming majority of the young. Both have been significantly facilitated in the recent years, mostly due to the rapid development of many branches of business that has resulted from Poland’s joining the ranks of the European Union.
As far as the success of the young in the social field is concerned, the so called popularity prevails. The general rule is, and, in fact, always have been, that the more friends one has, the better for him. But that is the notion that does not have any profundity for me. From my perspective, a person who is socially thriving does not have to be loved by everybody. Just the opposite – the most important thing is to be accepted by the ones we really care for and have few but true friends, on whom one can rely for good or ill.
At the point of life I am currently at, success is still tightly connected with scholarly achievements. I would not be where I am, had it not been for the influence of my parents. Being well-educated, they are both aware of the value of intellectual development, especially when still young. That is why I have been encouraged to learn languages, read books, interact with others and apply to one of the best schools in Poland.

My childhood can be called a typical one, with the exception of my not attending kindergarten. Instead, I spent a lot of time with my grandparents. I suppose that they as well had a huge impact on the shaping of my worldview. They both come from the pre-war generation and thus they were the eye-witnesses of a multitude of events that have changed the course of history. I have learnt from them the things I would not be able to get to know anywhere else and they made me appreciate the freedom and all the opportunities that were given to me.
The education I have acquired so far has already proved beneficial for me. As I have already mentioned, I am a student of a school, which is renowned for its very high level of teaching – IB School No 0704 in Gdynia. The strongest emphasis at the course I am taking is put upon English. My first encounter with this language occurred ten years ago, when I was in the first grade of primary school. The first teacher of mine was my father, who introduced me into the world of English grammar, vocabulary and culture. Next came a language school, the attendance at which resulted in my passing CPE at the age of fourteen and becoming a finalist of the XXXII National English Language Olympiad. The ability to communicate with millions if not billions of people from all over the globe is a feeling incomparable to any other. What is more, all the advantages coming from my being fluent in English have encouraged me to take up Spanish and German.
If I was to enumerate the features of character that determine whether someone is or is not likely to achieve success in life, the list would be endless. Nevertheless, basing on my own experience, I would consider a couple of them especially useful, to say the least. The first one that comes to my mind is ambition. Being ambitious, always wanting to do more and be better is a priority. Without the desire to develop myself, I would never have been where I am now. The second one, although very much alike the latter, is persistence. Nothing like giving up or postponing things till the nonexistent tomorrow is acceptable, once one has started his pursuit. Being systematic and consistent in one’s decisions is a must, otherwise no objective would ever be even close to being realized. Furthermore, there is also the ability to look objectively at oneself and accept constructive criticism. Drawing conclusions from the mistakes we make enriches us and helps us refine those aspects of ourselves to which we have not paid enough attention.
On the other hand, there unfortunately are certain qualities that can prevent us from being successful. Whether in the case of learning languages, making career or establishing bonds with others, lack of self-confidence and pessimism always function exactly like inhibitors do in chemical reactions. They stop us from acting the way we should. We lose faith in ever getting what we really want and, I consequence, we fail. I know it from my own experience. Not until I have become aware of what I am worth, did I start being successful.
The future

Even though I am still very young, the pathway of my future life is more or less outlined. Owing to my being a strong personality, who indulges herself in putting her foot down, I have long ago decided to become a lawyer. I envisage myself in the courtroom defending those, who do not have the possibility to fight for themselves and whose existence has fallen to pieces. I know that this vision is far from real, but I suppose that I will never extirpate the trait of idealism that has always been in me. What is more, I would daresay that exactly this feature of my character might have had a decisive impact on my choice of vocation. I would like to make a change and I am fairly certain that being an attorney will give me a chance to achieve this goal.
However, before my plans are realized, I will firstly have to further my knowledge in the field of law. By this I mean studying at one of the universities either in the United States of America or in the United Kingdom. Why abroad and not in my homeland? The perspectives for a graduate of a law school in Poland, no matter how talented he or she is, are close to nonexistent. The connections are needed and only few most outstanding individuals are given the opportunity to start their professional career shortly after graduation. Moreover, I have always aimed high, and acquiring a degree at, for instance, Harvard would constitute a major success for me, not mentioning the fact of what a challenge it would be to start my independent life in a culture that is unknown to me.
All things considered, success has been, is and always will be an indispensable element of human existence. Among all the things we can obtain throughout our lives, success is the most desired and probably the most difficult one to achieve.
