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       The Contest of Success Stories


People in Towns – Educated or Not?

From Past to Present

We are where we come from and what has happened to us. Therefore before speaking of my presence I wish to return to a time and place that has created me – my home. 

I have grew up, studied and developed my work in Broceni, a small but beautiful town next to Cieceres’ lake. During my school years, the town and environment always seemed a bit too little for my boots. So after graduating the primary school I was accepted for studies in The Hansa High School in Riga. Two weeks after applying I took the documents out, on my own wish, in order to continue my studies in Broceni. I have never regretted that choice, as those 3 years in Broceni School opened possibilities that were correct and decisive for me.
My studies always were at an excellent level, emphasized by a successful participation in contests of languages, politics, history, culture and philosophy. Also the determinant works in several English debate teams succeeded in tournaments at the state and regional level, being awarded as one of the best speakers twice. 

Also a great success was obtaining of the 1st place in the Competition of Scientific Research Works, succeeding with a work “Environmental Art – Human Being in Time and Space” in the section of art. In this regard I was also invited to participate in a one-month educational camp “Alpha”. 

Before continuing with my other social and educational activities I must mention that I consider my greatest achievement having the wish to experience, participate and care. 

During the secondary school my activities have always been connected with the operation of nongovernmental organizations: European club “House”, The Nation Party, and Broceni Secondary School Parliament, were I had ability to contribute in the development of the regional culture and education, being elected as a vice–president and later as a head of the organization.  

The participation included organizing entertaining, educational, representative events and creating scenography for them in a high quality at a local, regional and state level, working on the development and recognition of the school. 

I also had the great opportunity to be chosen to participate in international and local projects: “Cultural Heritage and Sustainable Development” organized by UNESCO in Finland; in European Union international project that created cooperation between Broceni and Riga’s English Gymnasium “Model European Parliament” in Spain and Estonia. 

I actively participated in a project important for the research and future visions of Broceni “Informed Youngster in a Civic Society”, financed by the Integration Foundation of the Republic of Latvia; as well as in regional projects, fitting a healthy lifestyle “Together Against the Use of Psychoactive Substances” and “The Forum of the International AIDS’ Day”.

Apart from all that I wrote for the regional newspapers, went for dance classes, painting studio, graduated Saldus Music School, sung in a choir and played in 2 orchestras. 

Gaining the experience in so different enterprises I was able to choose the appropriate area for my bachelor studies. Now I am a film and audiovisual media student. Currently I am in Lisbon for an exchange semester, but returning in spring for my home university, Baltic Film and Media School (Tallinn). 

I still continue my studies with excellent marks and deep understanding in the study material. I have directed a fiction film (accepted for Ficha International Film Festival in Porto); participated in 4 short film productions, in the creation of different TV formats, also being invited to participate in 2 full feature film productions (Estonia and Russia) as the director’s and production assistant. 

All this has been achieved only by a hard work, constant development and inner personal will. It is extremely important to have an idea of your life, of things you are doing. Even though some of the last projects were critically organized, I have learnt even more. 

The most significant factor is that my family has always been there for me. The fact that my mother is a teacher at the same school were I studied, always have put an extra responsibility and pressure on me. Nevertheless the decisive moment (also an experience) was at the age of 12 when my closest person, my father died. During the recovery inside of my own head, I found participation as a way to superficially “forget” about this fact, overloading myself with projects and activities, putting aims difficult to achieve and unfortunately meanwhile deeply affecting my own health.

If I consider the point were I am now as the position of success then it has taken me a lot of struggle not to stop, despite the difficulties or other people opinions. It has demanded courage to go for aims higher than the perceived ability, connected to the towns’ and inhabitants’ peculiar affection.   

The Future

Once upon a time Erich Maria Remarque said: “It is better not to plan anything, in order not to be disappointed”. 

Nevertheless, I will not finish my study process after getting the first bachelor degree. I strongly wish not to give up - I want to tell my stories in the form of film, animation, socio-observational video, and short essays. I wish somebody would also see them. 

I want to live, learn, laugh, participate, photograph, develop, travel, organize, dream, work hard, succeed, edit, write, report, observe, share; thank to my problems as they make me develop; thank to my enviers as they make me stronger; and thank to my life that it allows me to be. 

And as I have promised to my father I will always struggle to be the best daughter he could ever have.
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