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Union of the Baltic Cities

Commission on Urban Planning 

and Public Design 

Interreg III B – project :

ABC - Alliance of the Baltic Cities 

First call for the fourth 

ABC – seminar in 

Viljandi, Estonia 

22.9. – 26.9.200

CULTURE 
AND 

NATURE 

MEET THE 

BUILT ENVIRON-                                                

        MENT 
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Viljandi, Estonia
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Viljandi is situated  163 km south from Tallinn.

The distance from Viljandi to Tartu is 79 km 

and to Pärnu 95 km. 

History
Viljandi – an ancient town that was built to be 

strong and safe. In the Hamburg - Riga town bylaws 

the  lands and population of the present Viljandi  were 

first recorded in 1283. During the first half of the 14th century Viljandi joined the influential  Hanseatic League.

The town became an important stop for merchants

on their way to Russia and back. 

Today the Order Castle, wooden houses and green 

parks represent the towns´s 720 years history.    

Population 
Estonia      
                       1 356 000 
Estonian citizens
       
        81%
Undetermined citizens
        12%
Citizens of other countries
          7%
Tallinn 

  397 000 
Tartu 

  101 000 
Pärnu 

  44   000 
Viljandi 

   21  000 
Viljandi county   
   
   59  000 
Area of Viljandi county:              3589 km2



               Enterpreneurship
The number of different enterpreneurs in 

Viljandi is 813.

Service

               51%

Trade

               45%

Production, industry    
                 5%

(timber, textile, metal, milk, bakery)

The biggest enterprises are:

Toom Tekstiil AS (textile industry)

Viljandi Metall AS (metal industry)

Kolmeks AS (circulation pumps)

Mivar-Viva AS (textile industry)

Meieri Tootmise AS (milk products)

AS Viljandi Aken ja Uks (windows, doors)

Education 

Viljandi Culture Academy provides applied higher

education in such fields as theatrical art, dance, 

music, national handicraft, youth work as well as 

library and information sciences. We train future 

actors, theater directors and technicians; dancers 

and choreographers; folk, jazz-pop and church 

musicians; textile artists; youth work instructors 

and library and information specialists.

   Viljandi,  the venue of the seminar and 

   the Hotel Centrum
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Viljandi, ABC – project seminar 

Objectives 

Theme 

Culture and Nature meet 

the Built Environment 

In Viljandi the participants handle under 

this umbrella the basic themes of the  Work 

Package no 1 of the ABC – project. They 

are as follows:

Title: 

Local overall perspectives

Strategic focus:

Developed urban planning – 

City renewal towards sustainability:

* Housing, 

* Trade and industry,

* Culture,

* Commerce, 

* Transport, 

* New methods and 

* PPP (Public Private Partnership)  

Listening – Discussing 

In the seminar the participants will be 

Well informed about the burning questions of the 

Town of  Viljandi: its challenges, possibilities 

and problems in the changing Estonia and 

EU-Europe. 

We see how Viljandi,Tartu and Tallinn have 

changed during the last 15 years. We also  

hear how the new liberal economy policy 

reflects to the town and its region and what 

is the importance of Tallinn, the Capital City 

and  Tartu, the main University City for the 

Town in the middle of large rural areas. 

Auditing  

In the Viljandi seminar we intend to change 

experiences, presenting some best practise 

examples from their own cities and towns. We 

are auditing and working as short time profes-

sional consultants for the Town of  Viljandi. 

During the discussions the participants shall 

also comment the strategies, the masterplan, 

the townplans and the development plan of 

the Town of Viljandi.

Strengthening the possibilities of  Viljandi, 

the Town has better possibilities to be 

clearly on the Map of the Baltic Sea Region. 

Consulting  

In Viljandi seminar we work together. The 

focus lies in Viljandi but we will have presen-

tations of our own Cities and Towns in order 

to change experiences.

The preliminary themes of the workshops are: 

1.

Viljandi – Tartu – Tallinn, 

The development strategies for the town of 

Viljandi and its region

2.

Wooden housing, 

restoring and constructing new 

3.

Restauration and construction in the 

historical town

4.

Lakeside development and green areas 
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Viljandi ABC – Seminar Programme 

Viljandi – Tartu – Tallinn 

22.9.2004 Wednesday 

15.00     Get together at the Tallinn Airport.

  Guided bus excursion in 

  Tallinn, the old and new centre

  Dinner in old Tallinn

  Departure to Viljandi 

22.00     Arrival at Viljandi to 

              Hotel Centrum 

23.9.2004 Thursday

Venue the Viljandi Town Library, “Raamatukogu”

8.30      Registration 

9.00      Welcome to the Viljandi ABC - seminar 

             Mr Jussi Kautto, Chairman of the 

             UBC Commission on Urban Planning

             Welcome to Viljandi 

             Ms Malle Vahtra, Mayor of Viljandi

             The Estonian planning system 

             Viljandi at present             

             Luncheon 

             The history of Viljandi and Viljandimaa

              Development strategies of Viljandi 

              and its region 

14.00     Guided bus excursion in Viljandi 

              Mr Olav Remmelkoor, Architect

              Mr Kalle Kadalip, Architect 

17.30     Arrival at the Hotel Centrum 

19.00     Dinner

24.9.2004 Friday 

Venue: The Viljandi Town Library 

9.00      Wooden architecture in Porvoo, Finland 

             Mr Johan Pfeifer, Planning Chief of Porvoo 

9.45      Workshops  no 1, 2, 3, and 4

             Luncheon

13.30    Workshops  1, 2, 3 and 4
             Excursions to the sites 

17.00    Excursion on the Lake Viljandi 

Evening programme to be announced later. 

25.9.2003 Saturday 

Venue: The Viljandi Town Library

9.00      Presentations of the work shops 

1, 2, 3 and 4 and  the proposals for the                                                                     small scale investments in  Viljandi

  Best practice examples from the ABC Cities  

12.00     Luncheon 

14.00     Departure to Tartu by bus

15.00     Tartu, Urban Planning Department

              Mr Indrek Ranniku, Architect, 

              Head of the Planning Department

              Guided bus excursion to the Centre and               

              to the wooden housing areas. 

19.00     Arrival at Tallinn, Hotel 

26.9.2004 Sunday

Venue: The meeting room in the hotel, Tallin 

9.30       ABC – seminars, conclusions and the next 

              steps in Gdynia and Malmö

              Mr Lars Brattberg, Project Leader 

11.00     Good Bye 
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ABC – Alliance of the 

Baltic Cities

The EU Interreg III B Project: ABC – Alliance of the 

Baltic Cities has the subtitle: A city Network Co-

operation for Local Approaches to Regional Strategies. 

It takes place in 2003 – 2005. The Polish partners 

have financial support from EU PHARE-fund in order 

to take part in this project in 2004.

ABC - Objectives 

In the seminars of the UBC Commission on Urban 

Planning in Malmö, Umeå, Helsinki, Gdansk, Riga 

and St. Petersburg in 1999 – 2002 we identified the 

three burning questions in the feasibility studies of 

urban planning. The objectives of this ABC – project

is to develop new strategies and methods for 

concrete action  in cities and towns. 

1.

Developed urban management 

2.

Cities as regional engines

3.

Renewal of city districts

4.

Common conclusions on local approaches in 

cities and towns  to regional strategies in the 

Baltic Sea area.   

ABC- partners 

In the ABC-project there are 27 partners cities and

towns from 7 countries. The lead partner is Malmö. 

The others are Umeå, Helsinki, Aarhus, Espoo, 

Kalmar, Kotka, Kolding, Lahti, Nyköbing F, Rostock,

Sundsvall, Tampere, Turku, Vaasa, Gdynia,Jekabpils,

Jurmala, Kärdla, Liepaja, Narva, Pärnu, Riga,

Szczecin, Gdansk, Tartu and Viljandi.  

ABC-seminars 

The ABC – project has in 2003 – 2005 seminars in 

Kolding, Vaasa, Liepaja, Viljandi , Gdynia and Malmö.

Further information:

Mr Lars Brattberg, Project Leader,

City Planning Department, Malmö 

SBK 

S – 20580 Malmö

SWEDEN 

tel        +  46 40 342 300 

fax       + 46 40 343 563

e-mail   lars.brattberg@malmo.se 

The Viljandi ABC - seminar 

Technical information 

Organisators 

-  The Town of Viljandi

-   Interreg III B project: ABC – Alliance of the 

    Baltic Cities, Work Package no 1, Helsinki, 

    Kolding, Riga and Viljandi.

-   UBC Commission on Urban Plannig  

Next call 

The invitation to  the Viljandi ABC – seminar 

will be  sent at the end of May 2004.   

Participants 

According to the ABC – project the partner cities 

and towns are requested to send 1 – 2 partici-

pants to the seminar. In certain limits the Viljandi 

seminar is also open for the members of the net-

work of UBC Commission on Urban Planning 

and for the representatives of the UBC. The 

number of the participants is limited to max. 40. 

Financial support 

As all the cities in the ABC project are EU-cities

in settemberg 2004, we will find ways to support

all cities in the ABC project as equally

as possible (talking about the travel and 

accumodation costs).

Further information:

Ms Krista Kull, Head of the Department

Viljandi Town Hall, Linnu street 2   

EE – 71020 Viljandi 

ESTONIA

tel     + 372 43 54  730

gsm   + 372 53 407 943

fax     + 372 43 54 712 

e-mail  krista.kull@lv.viljandimaa.ee 

Mr Jussi Kautto, Project Manager

Helsinki City Hall 

PL 20  00099 City of Helsinki 

FINLAND

gsm   + 358 50 59 31 336 

e-mail  jussi.kautto@hel.fi 

Photos: Jussi Kautto, Viljandi 2001 and 2004
